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KENG-WEI CHIEW 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 
KENG-WEI CHIEW was born in the town of Malacca, Malaysia. In 1960, while pursuing post-secondary education, 
he was recruited under the Country’s nationalisation program for the plantation industry by Boustead Limited, a 
London based company with substantial plantation holdings in Malaysia.  He stayed with the company for 28 
years holding various management positions, including that of the Plantation Advisor to the company for the last 
12 years of his tenure.  He holds a diploma in Plantation Management. 
 
In 1989 Keng-Wei and his wife Bebe, a retired RN, immigrated to Canada to be with their children, all of whom 
had left home at a very young age to pursue an education overseas.  Since their arrival they managed their own 
restaurants until their retirement some three years ago. 
 
Keng-Wei and Bebe have been married for 52 years and have eight grandchildren.  Three of their four sons are in 
the Craft.  He remains active in the various Masonic bodies but have cut back his involvements in the community 
organisations.  
 

Masonic Activities: 
Grand Lodge of Alberta 

• Member Perfection Lodge #9   1997 

• Worshipful Master Perfection Lodge #9 2005 

• Grand Steward     2007-2008 

• DDGM Alpha District    2009-2010 
 
Grand Chapter of RAM of Alberta 

• Member Golden West Chapter #5  2001 

• Demitted Golden West Chapter #5  2003 

• Affiliated Strathmore Chapter #21  2004 

• First Principal Strathmore Chapter #21 2008-2009 

• Grand Principal Sojourner   2009-2010 

• Executive Committee Member  2010-2012 

• Grand Dist Superintendent District 3  2014-2015 

• Executive Committee Member  2015-2016 

• Grand Third Principal    2016-2017 

• Grand Second Principal   2017-2018 

• Grand First Principal    2018-2019 
 
Order of the High Priesthood 

• Member Alberta Order   2012 

• President     2016-2017 
 

Sovereign Grand Priory of Canada 

• Member Cyprus Preceptory #33  2002 

• Presiding Preceptor    2016 
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Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada 

• Member Zadok Council #3   2002 

• Member Royal Ark Mariners    2002 

• TIM Zadok Council #3                   2019 

• Comm. Noah Royal Ark Mariners  2019 
 
Grand Imperial Conclave of Canada 

• Member Chinook City Conclave #29  2016 

• Orator      2019 
 
York Rite Sovereign College of North America 

• Member Pompilius York Rite College #79 2003 

• Governor     2014 

• Order of the Purple Cross (Assoc. Regent) 2015 
 
Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests 

• Member Southern Alberta Tabernacle #103 2010 

• VII Pillars     2019 
 
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

• Member Valley of Calgary    1999 

• Commander-in-Chief South-Alta Consistory 2006 

• T.P.G.M. Lodge of Perfection   2016 
 
A.A.O.N.M.S. 

• Member Al Azhar Temple of Calgary  1998 
 
Community 

• President, Malaysian Singaporean Bruneian 
Community Association of Calgary  1993-1994 

• President, Rotary Club of Calgary East 2003-2004 
 
Honorary Membership 

• Order of High Priesthood, Saskatchewan 

• Order of High Priesthood, Manitoba 

• Order of High Priesthood, BC & Yukon 

• Past Master (Virtual) Degree in RAM, Alberta 

• Past Master (Virtual) Degree in RAM, Columbia RA Chapter #1, Victoria, BC 

• Past Master (Virtual) Degree in RAM, State of Montana 

• Grand Chapter of RAM of BC & Yukon 

• Grand Chapter of RAM of Manitoba 

• Grand Chapter of RAM of Saskatchewan 

• Grand Chapter of RAM, State of Montana 
• Grand Commandery Knights Templar, State of Montana 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF ALBERTA 

Incorporated under the Statues of the Province of Alberta 
Dated May 10, 1973 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH ANNUAL COVOCATION PROCEEDINGS 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the One Hundred and Fifth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons of Alberta, meeting at the Norsemen Inn, Camrose, Alberta on the Tenth and Eleventh of May, 
2019.  
 

OFFICERS PRESENT: 
M.Ex. Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew Grand First Principal 
R.Ex.  Comp. Rod B Ponech Grand Second Principal 
R.Ex.  Comp. Gerald Waldern Grand Third Principal 
R.Ex. Comp. Glenn White Grand Superintendent District #1 
R.Ex.  Comp. Henk Gerow Grand Superintendent District #2 
R.Ex.  Comp. Richard Sellars Grand Superintendent District #3 
R.Ex. Comp. Brant Irwin Grand Superintendent District #4 
R.Ex.  Comp. Donald H. Murray Grand Treasurer 
M.Ex. Comp. Jerry W. Kopp Grand Scribe Ezra – Pro Tem 
R.Ex.  Comp. Michael McLean Grand Scribe Nehemiah 
R.Ex. Comp. Brian Hall Grand Registrar 
M.Ex. Comp. Jerry W. Kopp Grand Lecturer - South 
R.Ex. Comp. George B. Tapley Grand Historian 
V.Ex. Comp. Jason Casselman Grand Senior Sojourner 
V.Ex. Comp. Robert Cantwell Grand Junior Sojourner 
V.Ex. Comp. Roland Mansell Grand Sword Bearer 
R.Ex. Comp. Larry Watson Grand Director of Ceremonies 
R.Ex. Comp. Jack Drebit Grand Webmaster 
V.Ex.  Comp. Danny W. Cox Grand Tyler 
R.Ex. Comp. Larry Watson Grand Executive Committee - 2 
V.Ex.  Comp. Jaime Wong Grand Executive Committee - 2 
R.Ex.  Comp. John Maloney Grand Executive Committee - 2 
R.Ex.  Comp. James Wilson Grand Executive Committee - 2 
V.Ex.  Comp. James Hunt Grand Executive Committee - 2 
R.Ex.  Comp. Neil G. White Grand Executive Committee - 1 
R.Ex. Comp. William Stinson Grand Executive Committee - 1 
R.Ex.  Comp. Kyle D. Burns Grand Executive Committee  -1 
V.Ex.  Comp. Donald Anderson Grand Executive Committee - 1 
M.Ex.  Comp. Leif Hansen Grand Executive Committee - A 
R.Ex.  Comp. Terry Gould Grand Executive Committee - A 
 

PAST GRAND FIRST PRINCIPALS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

ME Comp. E. J. Carr ........................ 1991 
ME Comp. L. C. Dowdell ................. 1999 
ME Comp. D. B. Russell .................. 2001 
ME Comp. G. E. Tetzloff ................. 2002 



 

10 
 

ME Comp D.B. Dougan ................... 2003 
ME Comp. D. A. Gillies.................... 2004 
ME Comp. J. D. Hongisto ................ 2005 
ME Comp. E. W. Weigelt ................ 2007 
ME Comp. R. G. Glasgow ................ 2009 
ME Comp. D. E. Boone ................... 2010 
ME Comp. J. W. Kopp ..................... 2011 
ME Comp. W. J. Watts ................... 2012 
ME Comp. N.E. Downs ................... 2014 
ME Comp D. Strachan .................... 2016 
ME Comp Keng-Wei Chiew ............ 2018 

 
 

FIRST PRINCIPALS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Ex. Comp. Grant Molyneux ........... No. 1 
Ex. Comp. Roy Riste ...................... No. 2 
Ex. Comp. Tobias Terrell ............... No. 4 
Ex. Comp. Trevis Hansen .............. No. 5 

 Ex. Comp. Peter Rodger ............... No. 12 
 Ex. Comp. Ray Charbonneau........ No. 21  
 Ex. Comp. Kim Greenizen ............. No. 24 
 V Ex. Comp. Brad Becker  ............. No. 30 
 R Ex. Comp. Aubrey Bell ............... No. 31 
 R Ex. Comp. Jeff Knight  ............... No. 39 
 Ex. Comp. Roger Adlem ............... No. 41 
 R Ex. Comp. Dave Roberts ........... No. 42 

 

CEREMONIAL OPENING OF GRAND CHAPTER 
Grand Chapter was declared Open Without Form at 7:37 pm    Friday, May 10, 2019 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Alberta #1 
Grant Molyneux – Z                                David Hochman – H   Mike Howard – SE 
Jaime Wong – D of C                              Lawrence Anderson   Don Gillies - PGZ 
Norm Downs                                           David Hongisto 

North Star #2 
Roy Riste – Z                                            Martin Phillips – H                               Ivan Hall – SN 
Michael Ryan – PS                                  Brian Wik – D of C   Robert Taylor 
Robert Lemmons                                    Charles Slater SE   Gerry Tetzloff – PGZ 
Allan Kegler                                             Wade Cox                                               Terry Gould 
                                                                   Rod Ponech - GH 
 

Assiniboia #3 
No Representation 
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Shekinah #4 
Tibias Terrill – Z                                      Dave Rogers – H   Kyle Burns – J 
Eric Weigelt – D of C                               Wayne King – Ty   Brant Irwin - GDS 
Gerald Waldern – GJ                               James King     Garry Hodge 

Golden West #5 
Trevis Hansen – Z                                    James Carswell – H   Glen Springsteel – J 
Bernard Uy                                               David Hongisto – PGZ 
 

Otuskwan #9 
Tim Cameron – J                                    Brian Shimmons – SE   Rod Gow – PS 
Kyle Scott – JS                                        James Ratchford – Ty   Bill Stinson 
Terry Murray – IPZ                                Kurtis Frederick   Donald Russell – PGZ 
Ron Johnson                                           Gordon Berard 
 

Keystone #12 
Peter Rodger – Z                                    Randall Robinson – H   Wade Hunt – PS 
Reg Bernier – JS                                     D.J. Robinson – Ty   Robert Cantwell – IPZ 
 

Capital City #13 
Neil White – SE                                        Eric Heglund – PS   David Winfield – Ty 
Roland Mansell                                        James Hunt    Brian Hall – G Reg 
Glenn White – GDS                                 Tom Bremner 

Hillvue #15 
No Representation 

 
Mount Olivet #17 

Allan Brown – H                                        David Roth – SE   Howard Canning – SN 
Barrie Mill – 1st Veil                                  Ken Mingo – Ty   Kevin Cripps 
Hank Gerow                                               Murray Sutherland 
 

Norwood #18 
John Hayes – SE                                         Lloyd Johnson   Curtis Enerson 

 
Strathmore #21 

Ray Charbonneau – Z                              Larry Watson – SE   Matt Mozil – PS 
Garland Bruce – JS                                   Keng-Wei Chiew – GZ & D of C Aziz Lakha – 3rd Veil 
Richard Sellers – GDS                              Ron Beirnes    Peter Proudlock – SE Emeritus 
Dick Dickenson                                         Craig MacKay – G Piper  Jerry W. Kopp – PGZ – GSE Tem 
                      

Crescent #24 
Kim Greenizen – Z                                    Hugh Young    Lyle Dowdell – PGZ 
Leif Hansen – PGZ                                    Howard Langdon 
 

Harmony #26 
Donald Murray – SE                              John Maloney 

Eheyeh #27 
John Cameron – SN                               Wayne Parry – 4th Veil   John Emmons – 3rd Veil 
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                                                                   Doug Wade – G Chaplain 
Edson #30 

Brad Becker – Z                                       Brian Poltorak – SE   Jack Drebit – SN 
 

Parklands #31 
Aubrey Bell – Z                                         Jesse Carr – H    Richard Glasgow – SE 
 

Wapiti #34 
Tony Taylor – SN                                     Jason Casselman – D of C 
 

Lebanon #38 
Patrick Clarke – SE                                   Len Clarke – PS 
 

Cold Lake #39 
Jeff Knight – Z                                          Stephen Goguen – SE   Danny Cox – d of C 
Bob McRae – Ty 

Hangingstone #40 
Matt Webb – J                                        Michael McLean – IPZ   Brad Edstrom 
 

Stoney #41 
Roger Adlem – Z                                      Jim Johnson – H   Allan Leach – J 
Bob Harrison – SE                                    Ian McLechlan – JS   John Harper – D of C 
Lester Chute – 2nd Veil                           Joselito Balbrena – 1st Veil  John Paipals – Ty 
Jim Linton                                                Wally Watts – PGZ   Wes Johnson  
Bill Lawton 

Mountainview #42 
Dave Roberts – Z                                     David Boone – H & PGZ  Ken Ionel – J 
Duncan Strachan – SE & PGZ                Allan Long – PS   Bill Kostenuk – 1st Veil 
Dale Heinz - IPZ 
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The Grand Council was piped in by Comp. Craig MacKay at 7:30 pm. 
 
ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew thanked everyone for being in attendance for this, the 105th Annual Convocation of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta.  He welcomed the Companions, the ladies and guests to this 
Ceremonial Opening and in particular commented on the great attendance this evening.  Thereupon, he declared 
the 105th Annual Convocation open without form. 
 

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of British Columbia and the Yukon 
            MEC David Grange – Past Grand First Principal 
            MEC Les Robinson – Grand First Principal 
            REC Phil Robinson – Grand Second Principal 
            REC John Laing -Grand Third Principal 
            REC George Porter – Past Grand Superintendent  
            VEC Daniel McCoy 
            REC John Kelly – Past Grand Superintendent 
            EC Rick Sheldon 
 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Saskatchewan 
            MEC Joseph Angel – Grand First Principal 
            MEC Robert Turner – Past Grand First Principal 
 
Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada, Royal and Select Masters 
            MIC Les Robinson – Grand Master 
 

Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, Knights Templar 
R Em Knight Bill Kostenuk – Prov. Prior – Grand Priory of Canada 

 

York Right Sovereign College of North America 
R Em Dist Bro John Maloney – Deputy District Governor – York Rite Sovereign College of NA 

 

Knights of the York Cross of Honour 
Kt. Comp. Gerry Tetzloff, Immediate Past Prior, Western Canada Priory #35 

 
Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests 

R. Ill. Kt. Priest Ronald O. Beirnes, Past Grand Superintendent, Canada Prairies 
 
International Order of Job's Daughters 
 
Order of DeMolay 
              Bro Kyler Larch – Prov Deputy Master Council  
 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada 
              Sir Bro Loren Kline – Alberta & NWT 
 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine 
              Illustrious Sir Gary Semaniuk            
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Royal Order of Scotland 
              VEC Allan Long 
 
Grand Lodge of Alberta, A.F. & A.M. 
           MWBro Kenn Culbertson - Grand Master 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF COLOURS 
 

The flags of Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and Australia were presented by the 
Colour Party of members of the Southern Alberta Tartan Degree Team from Calgary and area. 
 

The Canadian Flag 
Bearer - RE. Comp. J. Carswell, Golden West Chapter #5 

Presenter - ME Comp. D. Strachan, Otuskwan Chapter #9 
 "O Canada" 

 
The Flag of the United Kingdom 

Bearer - Ex. Comp. Terry Murray Otuskwan Chapter #9 
Presenter – ME Comp. Donald Gillies, Alberta Chapter #1 

"God Save the Queen" 
 

The Flag of the United States of America 
Bearer – VE Comp. Kyle Burns, Shekinah Chapter #4 

Presenter - ME Comp. J. Kopp, Strathmore Chapter #21 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" 

 
Piper - Comp. Craig MacKay Strathmore Chapter #21 

 

The team was thanked for their attendance and for their impressive contribution to this ceremony. (Applause) 
 
 

INVOCATION 
VE Comp. Doug Wade – Grand Chaplain: 
God of all seasons and ages, as we gather for this Annual Convocation of our beloved Royal Craft, we give you 
thanks for this past year: for those who have led us, for those who journeyed with us, for the time we shared 
with one another as Companions on the journey of life. 
We pray for your guidance in these days.  Grant us attentiveness in our listening, wisdom in our speaking, sound 
judgment in our decision-making. 
These things we ask as your beloved people, in the power of your beloved Name.  Amen.  So mote it be. 
 

CIVIC AND FRATERNAL GREETINGS  
 
Greetings and best wishes were extended to the Companions and visitors by: 
 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine – Illustrious Sir Gary Semaniuk 
International Order of Job's Daughters:  
Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests Western Canada – Past Grand Supt Ron Beirnes 
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Order of DeMolay: Bro Kyler Larch Prov. Deputy Master Council 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada: Sir Bro Loren Kline 
Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada R & SM – MI Comp Les Robinson – Grand Master 
Royal Order of Scotland: Alan Long 
Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Alberta: MWBro Kenn Culbertson - Grand Master 
 
ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew: Thanked all of the guests for taking the time to be with us this evening and for their 
kind words of encouragement and best wishes. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Thanksgiving and Memorial Service 

Royal Arch Masons of Alberta May 10th 2019 

 
REC Gerald Waldern      Grand Third Principal                                        VEC Robert Harrison   Grand Organist 
Comp Craig R. MacKay   VEC Grand Piper                                                VEC Doug Wade          Grand Chaplain 
     Opening Remarks    REC Gerald Waldern 
                 Invitation to Worship      VEC Doug Wade 
Opening Hymn Amazing Grace text John Newton (1725-1807) music Columbian Harmony 
 
1. Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found: was blind, but now I see. 
 
2. The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 
 
3. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
Scripture Reading   Proverbs 3: 5 & 6 
 
Grand Chaplain: And so, we gather to remember the Companions of our fellowship who in this past year have 
laid down their working tools and journeyed to the Grand Chapter Above. We give thanks for the light they shed 
in our world for they were good men, true and trusty; men whose lives influenced ours; men whose wisdom and 
loyalty will be missed. In a sure and certain hope, we now call them to mind... 

 

Placing Roses on the V.O.T.S.L. in Memory of Our Companions 
 

Commendation and Rose Ceremony by REC Gerald Waldern 
 

DEATHS – GRAND CHAPTER OF ALBERTA – 2018 
 

District #1 
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• North Star #2     Bernard Lang    NOV 16 2017 

• Capital City #13    Marvyn Roy Rogers    JUN 09 2018 

• Norwood #18     Nil 

• Edson #30     Carl Lindgren    JAN 27 2018 
J.F. Munsey    MAR 26 2018 

• Wapiti #34     Nil 

• Stoney #41     Melvin Martin    AUG 05 2018 
 

District #2 
• Mount Olivet #17    Mason Robert Pound   JAN 18 2018 

• Parklands #31     Henry A. Hauth   SEP 2018 

• Lebanon #38     James Alex Milne   DEC 12 2017 
William Douglas   FEB 17 2018 

• Cold Lake #39     David Duncan Thomson  MAR 5 2018 

• Hangingstone #40    Creighton Wayne Grainger  DEC 30 2018 
 

District #3 
• Assinibioa #3     William Charles Graves  AUG 09 2018 

Robert Harold Porter   SEP 10 2018 

• Otuskwan #9     Walter Louis Seifert   FEB 18 2018 
Archibald McAulay   DEC 26 2018  

• Keystone #12     William Douglas   FEB 17 2018 

• Strathmore #21    Allan Berreth    MAY 12 2018 

• Harmony #26     Robert Woodrow Burns  NOV 22 2018 
Morley Fredrick Day   NOV 22 2018 

• Eheyeh #27     Nil 
 

• Mountainview #42    NIL 

District #4 
• Alberta #1     Nil 

• Shekinah #4     Nil 

• Golden West #5    Nil 

• Hillvue #15     Nil 

• Crescent #24     Nil 
 
 

DEATHS IN OTHER GRAND JURISDICTION 

  

One Minute's Silence 
Piper's Lament 

Comp. Craig MacKay 
 

 
VE Grand Piper’s Lament Comp Craig R. MacKay 

Prayer of Commendation: said by all. 
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Architect of all creation, grant us faith that, by day and by night, in all times and in all places, we may without fear 
entrust those who are dear to us your never-failing love- in this life and in the life to come. In your strong name we pray 
always…Amen.  So mote it be. 

Second Reading of Scripture Hebrews 13: 2 
Chaplains Address- “Four Boyfriends” 
Closing Hymn Joyful, Joyful we adore Thee” text Henry van Dyke (1852-1933) music Beethoven 
 
1.Joyful, joyful we adore three, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before three, opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
Stars and angels sing around three, centre of unbroken praise. 

1. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
2. Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
3. Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
4. Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
5. Thou our Father and our Mother, all who live in love are thine; 
6. Teach us how to love each other, life us to the joy divine. 

7. Benediction     REC Gerald Waldern 
 
 

 

ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew expressed his appreciation to those who took part in Memorial Ceremony and 
thanked the Grand Chaplain. 

 
ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew introduced the officers who are standing for election for the coming year, 2019-
2020: 
Grand First Principal-elect  RE Comp Rod Ponech 
Grand Second Principal-elect  RE Comp Gerald Waldern 
Grand Third Principal- nominees RE Comp Jeff Knight 
     RE Comp James Carswell 
     E Comp Kim Greenizen 
      
Grand Treasurer-elect   RE Comp Donald H. Murray 
Grand Scribe Ezra-elect  ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp 
Grand Scribe Nehemiah-elect  VE Comp Antony Taylor 
     RE Comp Brant Irwin 
Grand Principal Sojourner-elect E Comp Glenn Springsteel 
Grand Executive   RE Comp Neil White  
     RE Comp Barry Hanna     
     RE Comp Barry Horner 
     RE Comp Wes Johnson    

RE Comp Robert Taylor 
 
 
Everyone was then invited to join the Companions next door for light refreshments and a social hour.  Grand 
Chapter will open tomorrow morning at 9:00 am sharp in ample form. 
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RESOLUTION OF LOYALTY 

 

The following Resolution, Moved by RE Comp. Rod Ponech, seconded by RE Comp. Gerald Waldern and 
Carried: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:   The Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 
Alberta, assembled for this One Hundredth and fifth Annual Convocation on this Tenth day of 
May, A.D. Two Thousand and Nineteen, reaffirm our most sincere loyalty and our dearest affection 
to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second.  May the Most High protect her and guide her. 

 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: A true copy of this Resolution be forwarded to Her 
Honour, the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta, Her Honour, the Honourable Lois 

Mitchell AOE CD LLD, for transmittal to Her Majesty, by way of the Honourable Secretary of 
State of Canada, under the Seal of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 
Alberta. 

 
We certify this to be a true copy of the Resolution passed at the Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of Alberta, on the Eleventh Day of May, A.D. Two Thousand and Nineteen, in the City of 
Camrose, Alberta. 
 
                                                                 Signed: 

    

  Keng-Wei Chiew 
 

 Keng-Wei Chiew, Grand First Principal 
         

                                                                 

Jerry W.  Kopp 
                                                                  Jerry W. Kopp, Grand Scribe Ezra 
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SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019 
 

The Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form at 9:00 am by the Grand First Principal, ME Comp Keng-Wei 
Chiew. 

INVOCATION 
 
Grand Chaplain: Let us pray.  Most Holy God, you call us together to reflect on your Word, and our life in your 
world.  Be with us now as we do the work of this Jurisdiction, that we may hear your voice and understand your 
way. Amen.  So Mote it Be 
 

ME Comp Keng-Wei Chiew: Extended his greetings to all of the Companions and his best wishes for a successful 
Convocation.  He reminded the Companions to ensure that they have all balloted before the 11:00 am closing of 
the ballot. 
 

READING OF MINUTES 
MOTION: Moved by ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp, seconded by RE Comp Donald H. Murray that the minutes of the 
last regular Convocation held in the Norsemen Inn, Camrose, be adopted as distributed and printed in the 2017 
& 2018 Proceedings.  CARRIED. 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE MEETING 
MOTION: RE Comp Rod Ponech – Chairman moved and seconded by ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp that the minutes of 
the Executive Committee meeting of February 9 2019 be accepted as printed and distributed.  CARRIED 

 
SUMMARY REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Grand Executive Meeting – Feb 09, 2019 
Lacombe Freemasons Hall, Lacombe, AB 

 
Call to Order: REC Ron Ponech – Chairman and Grand H 

• Called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM Sharp 

• 45 Companions in attendance 
 

Invocation: REC Gerald Waldern – Grand J 
 
Moment of Silence:  

• Chairman called for the Companions to remain standing for moments silence for those that have passed 
 

Rules of Voting at Executive Meeting by RE Grand Scribe E Pro Tem 

• Grand Scribe & Chairman informed the gather as to has a vote at this meeting 

• Votes by: PGZ, Grand Line, Grand District Supts., Elected and appointed members to the Executive 

• Also, the GPS and GSN 
 

Minutes of past proceedings and meetings 

• MOTION: REC Neil White moved and seconded by MEC Don Gillies that the minutes, as distributed for the meetings 
of Feb 2018 and May 2018 be approved a presented.   CARRIED 

• Grand Chapter 2017 Proceedings were not available at the 2018 Grand Convocation, referred to the Grand 
Executive Meeting for their approval, one completed and distributed. 

• MOTION: MEC Jerry W. Kopp moved and seconded by REC Larry Watson that the 2017 Grand Chapter Proceedings, 
as prepared and distributed be approved as presented.   CARRIED 
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Correspondence & Regrets: 

• Correspondence Nil 

• Regrets from MECs: Norm Downs, Richard Glasgow, Jesse Carr, John Bronius, David Switzer, David Hongisto, Terry 
Drolet, Donald Russell & Peter Devlin; from RECs: Terry Gould, Curtis Enerson, Jack Drebit, & George Tapley; EC 
Kurtis Frederick, Ray Charbonneau, John Harper 

•  
Interim Report of the Grand Scribe E – referred to partially completed report 

• Being Grand Scribe E was not quite in my plans for future planning, but “It is What it Is” 

• Greatest challenge was retrieving the records 

• Thanked Neil White for the transporting of the records, etc. from Athabasca – two truck loads 

• Vetting the files and records, almost reduced to half the amount 

• Getting of non-essential records, many boxes contained blank forms – not necessary 

• Forms will be available through the web-site – no longer handled through the Grand Chapter Office 

• Files were in “Word-perfect” thanks to REC Murray and VEC Cowan records were converted to Micro-soft “Word” 

• Looking into E-Transfers, method of payment 

• Regalia Supplier is Canadian Masonic Supply from High River, struck a deal with him, smaller profit range, working 
on all purchases to made through Grand Chapter Office. 

• CMS will mail regalia directly to client, and billing will come from Grand Chapter Office 

• Chapters need to support the regalia purchasing agreement set up, will help keep per capita down, will work on 
volume sales 

• 2018 was the last year for increase to $16.00, as per the five-year plan, dollar per year increase 

• Thanked MEC Boone and his committee on the hard work, getting the Royal Arch Ritual re-published 

• Have already sold 200 rituals and re-ordered 200 more 

• Rituals being sold at $10.00 per rituals 

• Reported that two Chapters have not filed their Annual Return, they are Hangingstone #41 and Alberta #1 

• Still have two chapters who have not paid their 2017 per capita fees, they are Crescent #24 and Hangingstone #40 

• Provided membership numbers to end of December 2018, minus the reports that are still outstanding 

• Membership chart will be published in the Preliminary Proceedings in May 
 
Interim Report of the Grand Treasurer 

• Bank balance    $29620.00 

• Savings account   $99,747.84 

• Interest from Investments:  $1200.00 

• Accounts receivable:  $2146.00 down from $3980 from previous year 

• 2018 Revenue:   $36,482.54 

• 2018 Expenses:   $35,267.00 

• Approximate surplus:  $1214.00 

• Appreciates efforts made to up-date Grand Chapter Officer regalia 

• Thanked the Grand Scribe E 
 
Sub-Committee Interim Reports 

 

• Audit & Finance – REC Neil White 
o Concern that two chapters have not paid their 2017 Per Capita – Hangingstone & Crescent Chapters 
o Write a letter to each giving them till 31 MAR 2019 to clear up debt 
o Failure to clear matters, appropriate penalties to applied, retro-active 
o Grand Chapter has purchased a printer for the Grand Chapter Office 
o Financial records retrieved and in working order 
o Life membership continues to be addressed by the Jurisprudence Committee – illuminate practice 
o Grand Chapter auditor has been selected from Brooks 
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o Budget for 2019-2020 will be available at the Annual Convocation 
o Thanked REC Don Murray & Grand Scribe E for their commitment 

 

• Condition of Capitular Masonry – MEC Don Gillies 
o Nil report at this point, not all GDS reports have been submitted 

 

• Fraternal Dead – REC Gerald Waldern 
o List will include those that passed in the year 2017 
o List for 2017 were not available for presentation at the Convocation 

 

• Grand First Principals Address – MEC Don Russell 
o Consideration should be given the need for this function, serves little or no purpose 
o Executive to give this further consideration 

 

• Grand Lecturer’s Report 
o Has made several presentations will submit a report on activities for the year 
o Provides some private instructions to officers 

 

• Grand Historian’s Report – REC George Tapley – Regrets, but reports a nil report at this point 
 

• Honours & Awards Report – MEC David Hongisto – Regrets – Grand Scribe E Reported 
o Reports that six applications were presented for this award – most submissions in years 
o Selected EC Charles Slater – North Star Chapter #4 

 

• Regalia Committee – REC Curtis Enerson – Regrets – Grand Scribe E reported 
o Many of the Grand Chapter Officers will have updated regalia which is legal 
o Still need to examine other officer regalia and check its condition such as: 

▪ Grand Sword Bearer – not examined but understand, condition is very poor 
▪ Grand Historian 
▪ Grand Tyler 
▪ Grand Organist 
▪ Grand Scribe N 

o Planned replacement for the up-coming year: 
▪ Collar & Jewel for GDS District #4 
▪ Apron & Collar Grand Sword Bearer 

o Replacement will be dictated by the budget 
 

• Jurisprudence & Constitution Committee – MEC Wally Watts 
o Addressing the Life Membership – plan to abandon that policy 
o Interest rates would not be able to continue with the life memberships, not enough earned interest 
o Keystone #12 Notice of Motion – RA Business in the degree that is be conducted 
o Strathmore #21 Notice of Motion – Candidates for Grand Line must be a Past Grand Dist. Supt. 
o Reviewing Constitution & Regs is ongoing, REC Ken South helping 

 

• Committee on the Work – MEC David Boone 
o PDF format to the Printers, capable of reprints 
o Recently order an additional 200 rituals 
o Next order of rituals will require additional amendments 
o Request made to review and update the Chapter Installation Ritual 
o Installation Rituals needs to be cleaned up and hopefully be used as the standards, too many old rituals 
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• Youth Endowment Fund – VEC Bill Sheppard – reported below 

YEF Report 2018 
 

A request was received through Lebanon Chapter #38 on January 4. 2018 requesting assistance for the on-going 
treatment of a child. He is now 4 years old and has difficulties with oral speech and requires voice assisted 
equipment in order for him to communicate. As well specialized switches allow him to turn on and off simple 
toys on his own. Other items such as a Powerlink which would allow the child to access other electronic 
equipment and a Rifton Chair were also equipment that was recommended to improve this young boys’ quality 
of life. A donation of $1000.00 was approved and was sent to the family to assist them in the purchase of this 
equipment. 

A request was also received from Shekinah Chapter #4 requesting assistance for a 11-year-old boy who has had a 
Cecostomy tube since January 2016 due to Chronic Constipation. Due to Lucas’s illness he has been unable to 
participate in normal physical activities like running, contact sports, hiking, boating and even swimming is a 
challenge without the proper medical supplies. Camp has been off limits for Lucas as he is required to do a bowl 
flush every three days on a regular schedule and makes regular trips to the Children’s Hospital in Calgary. A 
facility called the Youth Ostomy Camp located at Camp Horizon in Bragg Creek which is run by Ostomy Canada 
specializes in these types of medical issues was found. This camp allows for children ages 9-18 to spend a 
supported and safe week while learning how to cope with their Ostomy. The child would be able to participate in 
all regular camp activates and make friends with kids with the same medical problems. The camp runs from July 
8, 2018 to July 13, 2018 and cost $620.00. This amount was approved by the YEF committee and a check was 
sent on April 18, 2018. 

As well we donated $1000.00 to the We Can Help program for the 2018 year. 
 
2018 Financial Report 
Donations received:                      $ 30,992.4  
Interest received                           $ 5,269.89 
Assistance paid out in 2018                     $2,620.00  
Funds available as of Dec 2018         $ 5563.53 
Balance in investment fund                     $ 360,588.53  
 
We should have another $5,600.00 of interest giving us approximately $11,000.00 that could be donated by the 
end of 2019.  
Over the course of this year I was able to make a presentation about the YEF fund at the four district meetings. 
At the end of the presentation there was a question and answer session which generated some good ideas 
moving forward for the YEF. One of which was the creation of an application form to be filled out by the Chapters 
making a request for assistance.  In the works. Another was keeping in contact with the Grand Lodge Benevolent 
committee with the idea of sharing some of the request that have been received and don’t fit within the 
respective criteria of each group. So far there has not been anything that would need to be referred to the GL 
Benevolent fund. Another suggestion was to add a one-page codicil to a person will without having to go the 
expense of making changes to their will. This codicil which is simply an amendment to an existing will could be 
used to make a donation to the YEF. This codicil could be made available to all the Royal Arch membership. I 
have talked with a lawyer, and this could be done but like anything else there would be a cost.   
 
On behalf of the YEF committee which consists of Eric Weigelt, Ken Mingo, Don Murray, and myself.  I would like 
to thank all the Chapters and Companions of Alberta for their support and commitment to the future of our 
youth in this province. I would also like to thank the members of the YEF committee for their support this year. 
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Bill Sheppard 
Special Committee Interim Reports 

• Grand Chapter Convocation Planning – MEC Keng-Wei Chiew & Grand Scribe E 

• Membership & Long-Range Planning – MEC Duncan Strachan 

• Grand Chapter Web-Site – REC Jack Drebit & REC Terry Gould Regrets – Grand Scribe E reported 
 
Interim Reports of the Grand District Superintendents 

• District #1 – REC Glenn White – Regrets 

• District #2 – REC Henk Gerow – Regrets – Health 

• District #3 – REC Richard Sellers – reports 
o Books are all in good order 
o All have the ability to perform the degrees 
o Good Social events 
o 21 New candidates throughout the district – good signs 
o Strathmore Chapter’s 100th Anniversary April 2019 at Crossfield – included re-consecration 
o Strathmore/Eheyeh Chapters will hold their Field Day in September 2019 
o  

• District #4 – REC Brant Irwin – reports 
o Chapters are in good shape 
o VEC Wayne King – GDSupt Elect for District #4 
o Hillvue has candidates 
o Crescent Chapter will be celebrating 100th Anniversary on Dec 08 2019 

 
General Business 

• Notice of Motions 

• Portions of the notice of motions in Jurisprudence Report 

• Notice of Motions will be published in complete form in the Preliminary Report 
 
Announcements 

• Final Reports to Grand Scribe E 

• MEC Don Gillies – Greetings from MEC Peter Crick - Australia 

• MEC Don Gillies 

• Relocation of Grand Chapter future Annual Convocations 

• Have visited three hotels in Calgary 

• Getting a bid from Red Deer 

• Convocation dates 8 & 9 MAY 2020 
 
Location of Next Grand Executive Meeting 

• FEB 8 2020 Lacombe Freemasons Hall 
 
Other business – nil 
 
Remarks Grand Third Principal: 

• Grand Chapter Banquet will have entertainment by a Youth Group 

• Youth Group will have a 20-minute presentation 

• Same group will be in Ottawa from Canada Day and will perform there 

• Youth Endowment will support for the Ottawa Tour 

• Maybe a Cuban Luncheon Bar presentation by a Lady from Camrose 

• George Washington Week-end in Great Falls, five Alberta Companions will be attending 

• Thanked everyone for support and congratulated the Committees for excellent work  
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Remarks Grand Second Principal 

• Not much to add 

• Thanked the Companions for their hospitality shown to him and his family 

• Remarked on the gentleness of this side of Freemasonry, it has been nothing but a wonderful experience 
 
Remarks Grand First Principal 

• iPARTICPATE has become our touchstone through which each of us, individually and collectively have contributed 

• Many companions have travelled with me 

• Visited Grand Chapter of Sask 

• Visited Grand Chapter of BC & Y 

• Order of Eastern Star 

• Grand Lodge of Alberta 

• Thanked VEC Bill Sheppard for reporting on the Youth Endowment at each District Meeting 

• Attended Drumheller 20th Field Day – done with excellence 

• Expressed concern over health of MEC John Bronius, REC Henk Gerow & EC Ken Elaschuk 

• Pleased to see REC Bill Stinson has been released from Hospital 

• Harmony #29, Assiniboia #3 and Lebanon #38 continue to struggle 

• Decline membership and attendance is a problem 

• No Chapter should stand alone in this struggle 

• Need to extend a helping hand to attend their meetings. 

• Keystone Chapter #12 has had a phenomenal increase in membership 

• Healthy participatory meetings and festive boards 

• Please to see new rituals 

• Honoured to present REC Ken White with his 60-year bar 

• Presentation of 2017 Alberta Distinguished Awards to Comp Gary Snell 

• Chapters appear to be incapable hands with responsible, effective and efficient Officers 

• Many have good education and participatory activities 

• GDS have performed their duties with diligence 

• Strong bond of companionship and fellowship exists within the Craft 

• Thanked the Companions for their attendance. 
Adjournment of Meeting 

• Motion to Adjourn 

• Time Adjourned at 2:27 PM 
 
Jerry W. Kopp       REC Rod Ponech 
Right Excellent Grand Scribe E Pro Tem    Chairman & Grand Second Principal 
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Regrets and best wishes were received from a number of Grand Chapter jurisdictions which the Grand Scribe E 
shared with the Grand Convocation. Grand Chapter of Royal Masons of Nova Scotia & Grand Chapter of 
Newfoundland & Labrador 

RECEPTION OF VISITING DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 
MEC Les Robinson GZ – British Columbia & Yukon 

MEC David Grange – PGZ – British Columbia & Yukon 
REC Phil Robinson – GH – British Columba & Yukon 

REC John Laing – GJ – British Columbia & Yukon 
REC John Kelly – PGDS – British Columbia & Yukon 

REC George Porter – British Columba & Yukon 
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VEC Dan McCoy – British Columba & Yukon 
VEC Rick Sheldon - British Columba & Yukon 

MEC Joseph Angel – GZ – Saskatchewan 
MEC Robert Turner – PGZ – Saskatchewan 

MEC Guy Mayberry - GHP – Montana 
MEC George Bauder – PGHP & Grand Secretary – South Dakota 

EC Karl Hieman – Comp – Nebraska 
 

Reception of guests of the York Rite Bodies 
MIC Les Robinson – GM – Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada R & SM 

R Em Knight Bill Kostenuk – Prov. Prior – Grand Priory of Canada 
R Em Dist Bro John Maloney – Deputy District Governor – York Rite Sovereign College of NA 

Kt. Comp Gerald Tetzloff – Prior for Western Canada #35 – Knights of the York Cross of Honour 
 

Grand Lodge of Alberta AF & AM 
RW Bro Terry Murray – Junior Grand Warden 

 

CORRESPONDENCE & REGRETS 
Correspondence – Grand Chapter of Newfoundland & Labrador 

Correspondence – Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia 
 

Regrets 
MEC Terry Drolet, MEC Alvin Edstrom, REC Barry Horner, REC Barry Hanna  

 

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
I, REC Brian Hall – Grand Registrar move and seconded by MEC Jerry W. Kopp that the Preliminary Credential’s 
Reports that there are 21 Chapters of the 23 Chapters are represented here this morning and that the Grand 
Chapter Annual Convocation 2019 can proceed legally as required by the Grand Chapter Constitution and 
Regulations.  CARRIED 

 
Greetings from the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada – REK Bill Kostenuk – Provincial Prior 
 

Greetings from the York Rite Sovereign College of North America – REK John Maloney – Deputy District 
Governor 
 

RECEPTION OF THE PAST GRAND FIRST PRINCIPALS 

ME Comp. E. J. Carr ....................... 1991   ME Comp. E. W. Weigelt. . . . . . . .. 2007 
...............................................................    ME. Comp. R. G. Glasgow. . . .. . . . .2009 
ME Comp. L. C. Dowdell ................ 1999    ME Comp. D. E. Boone. . . . . . . . .. . 2010 
ME Comp. D. B. Russell ................. 2001   ME Comp. J. W. Kopp. . . . . . . . . .. . 2011 
ME Comp. G. E. Tetzloff…….………...2002                                   ME Comp. W. J. Watts. . . . . . . . .. . .2012 
ME Comp. D. A. Gillies……………..    2004                                    ME Comp N.E. Downs………………..… 2014 
ME Comp. J. D. Hongisto ............... 2005   ME Comp.  D. Strachan .. ………..……2016  
ME Comp KW Chiew ..................... 2018                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew: Extended the thanks of the Grand Chapter for all of the continuing interest and 
assistance offered by all of the Past Grand First Principals throughout this past year.  He wished them all the very 
best for years to come.   GRAND NINE HONORS. 
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ME Comp J. Carr: Thanked the Companions for the kind reception received by the Past Grand First Principals.  He 
noted the loss felt by the passing of a number of the PZ's over the past year.  ME Comp Carr congratulated ME 
Comp Keng-Wei Chiew for a most successful year. 
 

REPORT OF THE GRAND FIRST PRINCIPAL 2018 - 2019 
 
Right Worshipful Brother Terry Murray, Distinguished East, Companions all. 
Good Morning,  
 
Firstly, I thank each and every one of you for the honour you extend us by your attendance here today at our 105th 
Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta.  Welcome to you all.  We hope that 
you will enjoy your visitation with us and that your stay here is one of pleasure and benefit.  On your return to 
your respective home organisations, please extend our Best Wishes and Warm Regards to your members. To 
those who have travelled a great distance to be here, we appreciate you taking the time and trouble to make the 
journey to share in this auspicious occasion.  
 
To you Right Worshipful Brother and Excellent Companion Terry Murray, on behalf of the members of the Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta, I affirm our allegiance and continued support to the Grand Lodge of 
Alberta through our shared symbology and mutual veneration of the attributes of those symbols, which are, the 
Man, the Lion, the Ox and the Eagle.  Our treasured relationship continues to thrive. 
 
COMPANIONS, at the beginning of the year, recognizing that Companionship and Fraternity are the bedrock on 
which our Craft has flourished throughout its existence, I asked you to join with me, to pledge your participation, 
to travel together towards our mutual goals for the year within our Craft.  iPARTICIPATE has become the 
touchstone through which each of us, individually and collectively, have contributed to the continued 
development, growth and success of each and every chapter with which we have enjoyed fellowship and 
camaraderie since taking office. 
 
At all the chapters we have visited since our term began, we have been accorded a warm and welcoming 
reception. Each visit was a delightful opportunity to both rekindle and renew friendships with those we may not 
have seen recently, and to develop new companions within the Craft.  To the many companions who travelled 
with me, thank you for sharing the fellowship of the ride and the friendship of each visitation, and to those who 
welcomed us with open arms and a healthy turnout , thank you for the opportunity to join you for a joyous, warm 
and cordial experience, an occasion appreciated by all.    
 
Besides visiting chapters within the jurisdiction, I have also, as Grand First Principal, brought greetings to the GC of 
RAM Saskatchewan, Grand Chapter of RAM Manitoba, Grand Session of the Order of Eastern Star, Grand Lodge of 
Alberta, Grand Chapter of RAM BC & Yukon and two days ago, to the Grand Councils of Cryptic Rite Masons.  Apart 
from the Executive Council meetings, I was also in attendance at 3 of the 4 district meetings.  In District 1, the 
Grand Chapter was represented by REC Rod Ponech, the Grand 2nd Principal, my non-attendance was due to a 
conflicting family event. He also represented our Grand Chapter at the Grand Master’s Levee on January 1st, 2019.  
Also, my thanks to VEC Bill Sheppard who took valuable time from his busy weekend schedule to present 
information on the Youth Endowment Fund at every district meeting.   The information was valuable, instilling 
awareness to all on the structure, objectives and purpose of the fund.  The presentation was very well received. 
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As in previous year, the start of the fall schedule began with a visit to the Drumheller 20th Field Day. Always a well 
attended event, close to 70 attendees participated.  Held at the Lions Campground in Drumheller Valley for the 
second time, the weather, sometimes capricious for this outdoor event, was gorgeous, albeit windy. The 
candidates who were received into Royal Arch Masonry that day will certainly cherish the memorable manner in 
which they were received. The surroundings were worthy of the occasion and of the superb execution of the 
degrees.   The conferral of the MMM degree was undertaken by companions of Eheyeh Chapter # 27 and the 
MEM degree by companions of Strathmore Chapter # 21. It is gratifying to note that every chapter in District 3 and 
4, and a few from neighbouring District were represented, including 20 Grand Chapter officers.  
 
The year to date has been a good one, the favourable weather allowing us to easily crisscross the northern parts 
of the jurisdiction. Owing to the wonderful road conditions we were able to visit all the distant chapters according 
to schedule, some chapters more than once.  All chapters visited, where degree was performed, have maintained 
a high standard of conferral in compliance with requirements.  Administration of Chapters appear to be in capable 
hands, with responsible, effective and efficient officers. This should augur well for the future of our craft.  Overall, 
many chapters have successfully attracted new members.  Many have good education and participatory activities, 
which have also contributed to membership retention. Further, many have suggested that our website is an 
excellent medium for enhancing the profile of our craft.  For your information, our website had recently 
undergone major re-construction and thanks to webmaster, REC Jack Drebit for upgrading it to a top-quality 
website.   
 
The Grand District Superintendents have performed their duties with diligence, and in their liaison with the 
constituent chapters, have represented the Grand Chapter well.  It is recommended that they be conferred the 
title of Right Excellent Companion. Further, I am pleased to confirm the election of the incoming Grand District 
Superintendents for 2019-2020.  They are EC John Harper (Dist 1), REC Hank Gerow (Dist 2), VEC Kurtis Fredrick 
(Dist 3), VEC Wayne King (Dist 4). To the four soon-to-be-past, my thanks for a job well done, to the four in-
coming, my congratulations. 
 
While we have enjoyed ample opportunity for visitation, we have also bade farewell to a few Companions.  After 
their lengthy stay in hospital, we were shocked by the news that MEC Marvyn Rogers and MEC John Bronius, both 
past Grand First Principals had succumbed to their illness and had passed to the Grand Chapter above. Recently 
we had sad news of EC Ken Elaschuk passing. Their leaving us was unexpected and they are missed by many, being 
well known for their extensive contributions to the fraternity and the communities at large. Together with the 
demise of MEC David Switzer, he after a lengthy fight with cancer, they will be lovingly remembered as those 
companions who totally embraced Royal Arch Masonry.  To the family of the late MEC Marvyn Rogers. MEC David 
Switzer, MEC John Bronius and EC Ken Elaschuk, and all those companions who had passed since our last 
convocation we extend our deepest condolences.  I am to thank our Grand Third, REC Gerald Waldern, Grand 
Chaplain, VEC Doug Wade, Grand Organist, VEC Robert Harrison and our Grand Piper, Comp. Craig McKay for the 
memorial service conducted last night in honor of all the companions who had finally laid down their working tools 
to return to the house of the Lord.  The ceremony was conducted with great solemnity and dignity, it was indeed a 
memorable event.  Also, I was honoured to represent Grand Chapter on Remembrance Day, 2018, at the 
ceremonial laying of the wreath hosted by Al Azhar Shrine Centre.  A wreath was laid on behalf of Grand Chapter. 
 
With the passing of MEC Marvyn Rogers, we have not only lost a very committed and passionate companion, we 
had also lost an integral member of our administrative team. But we were fortunate that MEC Jerry Kopp who, 
with his extensive experience in the work of a Scribe, was able to step in to fill the void left by the late MEC 
Marvyn Rogers and to move thing forwards as Grand SE pro tem until the end of the year.  I am pleased to report 
that MEC Jerry Kopp is now our Grand Scribe E elect, being elected by acclamation.  To him I extend my heartfelt 
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congratulations.  With his skills and expertise, and within a rather short time frame, he was able to return the 
administration of the Grand Chapter to regular operational mode.  To have achieved this so quickly is 
phenomenal, especially when those who stepped up to the challenge had to work with information and data that 
were limited and scattered at best.  In addition, my sincerest appreciation to all the companions who have assisted 
and stepped forward to make a success of a difficult situation following the hospitalisation and subsequent passing 
of MEC Marvyn Rogers.  Their ability to work harmoniously as one big family is an inherent beauty of our Royal 
Craft which remains the envy of many from other bodies.   
 
Towards the later part of 2018, many companions had to struggle with health issues at a time when Alberta was 
experiencing a flu endemic.  Calgary was hit hard, resulting in hospitalisation for some.  Among those in hospital 
we have RECs Hank Gerow and Bill Stinson, the former was admitted for a more serious health conditions that 
ultimately necessitated surgical procedures to be undertaken, the latter for a complicated abdominal disorder.  
Both have recovered well and are in the fast track of returning to normal health.  To these companions and all 
who are under the weather at the current moment, we wish them speedy recovery and good health going 
forward.  I encourage all Companions to ensure they avail themselves of both the flu and pneumonia vaccines 
available, as the camaraderie of our Craft provides an opportunity for exposure to and for spreading these 
dangerous health concerns.             
 
MEC Jerry Kopp is to be commended for initiating the Scribe Training Seminar and delivering the program to those 
who attended the session yesterday.  As indicated, the purpose of the seminar was not to teach “old dog new 
tricks”, the aim was to review our current practices and procedures, and upgrade those where necessary so that 
they may remain relevant to the fast-changing needs of our organisation.  The standardisation of the application 
of those practices and procedures where possible will benefit each of us individually and collectively moving 
forward.  As our world evolves, so must we adapt ourselves to the ever-changing needs of both the brotherhood 
and the communities we serve to better position our craft to face the challenges of the future and moving our 
fraternity into the digital age.  Having such a seminar was timely, feedback from the participants was very positive, 
they found the session fruitful and productive. 
 
Thus far, the chapters in our jurisdiction remain viable and vibrant, save for the few which continue to face 
ongoing challenges.  Harmony Chapter #26, Lebanon Chapter #38 and Assiniboia Chapter #3 continue to struggle 
with a lack of attendance, yet a small core of their hard working and dedicated companions are working diligently 
to keep their Chapters operational.  Often, declining membership and attendance can dampen the spirits of those 
most committed members and eventually they too will lose interest, resulting in a further decline in overall 
participation. We are indeed thankful for this strong core of very concerned and faithful individuals who have 
devoted and continue to devote much of their time and effort to support their chapters.  As no chapter should 
stand alone in this struggle, I would ask that companions of neighbouring chapters, whenever possible, extend a 
helping hand by attending their meetings.  By doing so, you not only show your support to your companions, you 
strengthen the Masonic experience for all.  
 
From discussion, it was the suggestion of some that setting up a Daylight Chapter in metropolitan centre merits 
further consideration.  A fair number of our senior members are getting up there in age, in some cases 
experiencing frailty, thus restricting them from attending evening Chapters.  Many are long time faithful 
companions who wish to continue their participation in Chapter, but late nights, night driving, leaving spouse 
alone at home are preventive. For those unable to drive or without personal transportation, daytime transits, 
handy bus, transit access etc are readily accessible.  In the absence of the Daylight Chapter, it would appear that 
these companions are being deprived of the enjoyment of their Masonic involvements.  Day time meetings would 
also benefit those who work evening or on shift duties.  The aim of the Daylight Chapter is to make available to 
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those Companions unable to attend evening Chapters an opportunity to continue their Masonic enjoyment.  We 
hope, going forward, this is a viable solution to the declining attendance of senior companions that some of our 
chapters are already experiencing.  
  
The eagerly awaited Ritual Book, which also incorporated the manual of instructions for the degree, protocol, and 
music introduction where applicable, is now available for purchase.   Committee on the Work Chairman, MEC 
Dave Boone and his members have spent a great amount of time researching and updating the rituals to reflect 
traditional practices. I would encourage all D of C of constituent chapters to avail themselves of a copy of the new 
ritual book to familiarize themselves with the new requirements so that we may all be on the same page going 
forward.  The initial consignment of 200 copies have all been sold, the second batch is now available for purchase 
at $10 each.  Remember, RITUALS are the mainstay of our Fraternity. 
 
On 13 December 2018 I was privileged and honoured to present REC Kenneth White with his 60-year bar, an 
auspicious occasion celebrating his 60 years of faithful and meritorious service to the craft, a very significant 
milestone of his Masonic journey.   Another occasion which called for celebration would have been the 
presentation of the 2017 Alberta Distinguished Award to Companion Garry Snell of Wapiti Chapter #34 for his 
outstanding service in serving his Chapter and the communities.  Unfortunately, on the day of my visit, our 
Excellent Companion was indisposed and that privilege delegated to VEC Jason Casselman, Grand Senior 
Sojourner, to present the award at a later date.  
  
Our 2019 RAM Spring Social celebrating Chinese New Year was held on February 23rd at the Regency Palace 
Restaurant in Calgary.  The event gave us an opportunity to enjoy a wonderful evening of camaraderie, fellowship, 
friendship and entertainment. Also, we were honoured to welcome our city’s Deputy Mayor, Diane Colley-
Urquart.  This year we had the best attendance ever, a total of 460 attended to partake in the event and raised a 
hefty sum of $5130.64 for the Youth Endowment Fund.  According to Chinese astrology, 2019 is a superlative year 
to gain wealth and prosper. The year of the Pig promises great joy, friendship and success in all spheres of life.  So, 
no matter how you measure wealth, this New Year, the Year of the Pig, portends great fortune and happiness to 
all. 
 
I would also like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the companions of my home Chapter, Strathmore 
Chapter #21, on its centennial, celebrated on April 20th, 2019.  It was a historic occasion with a large turnout for 
the re-consecration ceremony at the Crossfield Masonic Hall.  It was a profound honor for me to preside over this 
ceremony, supported by REC Ken Ionel with corn,  our Grand 3rd Principal, Gerald Waldern with wine,  our Grand 
2nd  Principal, REC Rod Ponech with oil; together with our Grand Chaplain, VEC Doug Wade, our Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, REC Larry Watson and the four Past First Principals carrying the Arc, namely MEC Bryce Dougan, REC 
Dave Roberts, REC Ron Beirnes and REC Richard Sellers.  In addition, our Grand Piper, Comp Craig McKay piped in 
the Grand Chapter Officers, all 20 of them who were in attendance, for the initial introduction. The ceremony, 
though full of the requisite ritual, remained solemn and dignified.  The Centennial banquet that followed at the 
Crossfield Community Centre was well attended by both companions and guests, who enjoyed the pomp, 
entertainment and camaraderie of the occasion. 
 
 A strong bond of companionship and fellowship continues to exist within the craft. Like both the redwood tree 
with its unique root systems, and the strong sense of family and team loyalty of Geese, we see the reach of our 
Brotherhood and the strength of our Fraternity displayed throughout. These tenacious and enduring principles, as 
seen in nature, reinforce our understanding of the importance of CONNECTIVITY among the companions within 
the Craft.  As we wish to see our fraternity stay tall and strong, I urge continued wearing of the IPARTICIPATE pin 
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to constantly remind each of us of our obligation to participate by attending chapter as often as our schedule 
would allow us to do so. 
 
The support of the Companions and the invaluable guidance by the past and present Grand Chapter Officers are 
truly appreciated.   Further, my many thanks to the Chairman and members of the various committees who work 
tirelessly behind the scene to ensure the smooth operation of the Grand Chapter.  In closing, I thank my family for 
being my most staunch supporters. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Keng-Wei 
Keng-Wei Chiew 
Grand First Principal 
2018-2019  

SCHEDULE “A”     
Grand First Principal’s Visits 

May 16, 2018 Wed Stoney Chapter #41, Stony Plain In Form 
May 17, 2018 Thu Assiniboia Chapter #3, Medicine Hat In Form 
May 21, 2018 Mon Keystone Chapter #12 Red Deer In Form 
May 22, 2018 Tue Otuskwan Chapter #9, Calgary In Form 
May 23/24, 2018 Wed/Thu Grand Council of Cryptic Rite of W. Canada Saskatoon 
May 25/26, 2018 Fri/Sat Grand Chapter RAM Saskatchewan Saskatoon 
May 28, 2018 Mon Norwood Chapter #18, Edmonton In Form 
Jun 01, 2018 Fri Grand Session, Order of Eastern Star Calgary 
Jun 08/09, 2018 Fri/Sat Grand Lodge of Alberta Grande Prairie 
Jun 11, 2018 Mon Alberta Chapter #1, Calgary In Form 
Jun 13, 2018 Wed Cryptic Council, Edmonton Fraternal 
Jun 14, 2018 Thu Strathmore Chapter #21, Strathmore In Form 
Jun 16, 2018 Sat MEC Marvyn Rogers, Athabasca Memorial 
Jun 18, 2018 Mon Edson Chapter #30, Edson In Form 
Jun 20, 2018 Wed Mount Olivet Chapter #17, Camrose In Form 
Jun 21, 2018 Thu North Star Chapter #2, Edmonton In Form 
Jun 22, 2018 Fri Hillvue Chapter #15, Frank In Form 
Jun 25, 2018 Mon Cold Lake Chapter #39, Cold Lake In Form 
Aug 28, 2018 Tue Otuskwan Chapter #9, Calgary Fraternal 
Sep 06, 2018 Thu Eheyeh Chapter #27, Drumheller  In Form 
Sep 08, 2018 Sat Field Day, Drumheller Fraternal 
Sep 12, 2018 Wed Shekinah Chapter #4, Lethbridge  In Form 
Sept 14/15, 2018 Fri/Sat Grand Chapter RAM BC & Yukon Nanaimo 
Sept 17, 2018 Mon Keystone Chapter #12, Red Deer Fraternal 
Sep 19, 2018 Wed Wapiti Chapter #34, Grande Prairie  In Form 
Sep 20, 2018 Thu Hanging Stone Chapter #40, Ft. McMurray  In Form/Installation 
Sep 25, 2018 Tue Otuskwan Chapter #9, Calgary Fraternal 
Sep 27, 2018 Thu Lebanon Chapter #38, Stettler  In Form 
Oct 03, 2018 Wed Golden West Chapter # 5, High River  In Form 
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Oct 11, 2018 Thu Strathmore Chapter #21, Strathmore  In Form 
Oct 13, 2018 Sat District 4 Meeting, High River  In Form 
Oct 15, 2018 Mon Crescent Chapter #24, Calgary  In Form 
Oct 23, 2018 Tue Otuskwan Chapter #9, Calgary Fraternal 
Oct 24, 2018 Wed Harmony Chapter #26, Brooks Fraternal 
Oct 25, 2018 Thu Parklands Chapter #31, Wainwright  In Form 
Oct 27, 2018 Sat District 2 Meeting, Camrose  In Form 
Nov 03, 2018 Sat District 3 Meeting, Drumheller  In Form 
Nov 11, 2018 Sun Al Azhar Shrine Centre Remembrance Day 
Nov 12, 2018 Mon Alberta Chapter #1, Calgary Fraternal 
Nov 19, 2018 Mon Crescent Chapter #24, Calgary Fraternal 
Nov 22, 2018 Thu Mountainview #42, Didsbury  In Form 
Nov 28, 2018 Wed Harmony Chapter #26, Brooks  In Form 
Dec 06, 2018 Thu Eheyeh Chapter #27, Drumheller Fraternal/Christmas 
Dec 10, 2018 Mon Alberta #1/Golden West Joint Meeting Installation 
Dec 13, 2018 Thu Capital City Chapter #13, Edmonton Fraternal/Christmas 
Dec 16, 2018 Sun Edmonton Preceptory # 46 Christmas Observance 
Jan 10, 2019 Thu Strathmore Chapter #21, Strathmore Installation 
Jan 12, 2019 Sat Crescent Chapter #24, Calgary Installation 
Jan 14, 2019 Mon Alberta Chapter #1, Calgary Business & Burn's Nte 
Jan 17, 2019 Thu Assiniboia Chapter #3, Medicine Hat Election & Installation 
Jan 21, 2019 Mon Keystone Chapter #12, Red Deer Installation 
Jan 22, 2019 Tue Otuskwan/Mountain View Joint meeting Installation 
Feb 07, 2019 Thu Eheyeh Chapter #27, Drumheller Fraternal 
Feb 09, 2019 Sat Executive Committee Meeting, Lacombe Fraternal 
Feb 11, 2019  Mon Alberta Chapter #1, Calgary Fraternal 
Feb 14, 2019 Thu Strathmore Chapter #21, Strathmore RAM degree 
Feb 18, 2019 Mon Crescent Chapter #24, Calgary Fraternal 
Feb 23, 2019 Sat RAM Chinese New Year Banquet 2019 2019 Spring Social 
Feb 26, 2019 Tue MEC David Switzer, Calgary Memorial 
Feb 28, 2019 Thu Mountainview #42, Didsbury Fraternal 
Mar 02, 20`19 Sat MEC John Bronius, Calgary Memorial 
Mar 11, 2019 Mon Alberta Chapter #1, Calgary Fraternal 
Mar 18, 2019 Mon Keystone Chapter #12, Red Deer Fraternal 
Mar 26, 2019 Tue Otuskwan Chapter #9, Calgary Fraternal 
Apr 01, 2019 Mon Mountainview Lodge, Didsbury RA Exemplication 
Apr 05/06, 2019 Fri/Sat Grand Chapter RAM Manitoba Portage la Prairie 
Apr 11, 2019 Thu Strathmore Chapter #21, Strathmore Fraternal 
Apr 20, 2019 Sat Strathmore Chapter #21, Strathmore 100th Anniversary 
May 09/10, 2019 Wed/Thu Grand Council of Cryptic Rite of W. Canada Grand Assembly 
May 10/11, 2019 Fri/Sat Grand Chapter RAM Alberta, Camrose Annual Convocation 

 
SCHEDULE “B”   

List of the approved dispensations for the year 

2018 
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SEP 01  Strathmore Chapter #21  Field Day for MMM & MEM Degrees 
SEP 01  Shekinah Chapter #4   Move Charter to Field Day – Drumheller 
SEP 01  Capital City #13   Cancel DEC Reg Meeting for Family X-Mas  
SEP 06  Capital City #13   Receive-read-ballot on same day as publish 
SEP 07  Harmony Chapter #26   Move Charter to Field Day - Drumheller 
OCT 15  Mount Olivet Chapter #17  Change Installation date to NOV 21 
OCT 18  Golden West Chapter #5  Move Charter Joint Meeting Alberta #1 
NOV 05 Lebanon Chapter #38   Move Charter – Joint Installation – Mt. Olivet #17 
NOV 22 Mount Olivet Chapter #17  Cancel Regular Meetings of JAN & FEB 
DEC 20  Lebanon Chapter #38   Cancel Regular Meeting 
DEC 24  Crescent Chapter #24   Elect, Invest PS out of time 
 

2019 
JAN 04  Alberta Chapter #1   Elect & Invest out of time 
JAN 07  Assiniboia Chapter #3   Elect & Invest out of time 
JAN 12  Mountianview Chapter #42  Move Charter - Joint Installation Otuskwan #9 
JAN 13  Lebanon Chapter #38   Move Regular Meeting to Sat JAN 26 
FEB 20  Lebanon Chapter #38   Cancel FEB & MAR regular Meetings 
Feb 20  Lebanon Chapter #38   Move Regular Meeting to Sat April 27 2019 
MAR 25 Otuskwan Chapter #9   Ballot on Candidate previously published 
 
MOTION: REC Rod Ponech moved and seconded by REC Gerald Waldern that the Grand First Principal address be 
referred to the Committee on the Grand First Principal’s Address.  CARRIED 
 

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECOND PRINCIPAL 
 
To the M. E. Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew, Grand First Principal, 
 and the Companions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta.  
 
This year as Grand Second Principal has been one of learning but at the same time one of great satisfaction. My 
interactions and travel with both the Grand First Principal and Grand Third Principal have given me a greater 
appreciation of the importance of both these positions and the dedication required.  
 
Over the past year, I attended the Grand Chapter of Saskatchewan and have attended a number of the Official 
Visits of our Grand First Principal as well as several of the District Meetings. One of the highlights, of which there 
were many, was the Drumheller (Bad Lands) field day, as part of our Grand Chapter Line of Officers. 
  
I express my gratitude to those Companions who shared their time to travel with me and the other Grand 
Chapter Officers to various visits and events. However, my most sincere thanks go to the many Chapters in our 
Jurisdiction who welcomed me with warm and friendly greetings this past year. 
 
The latter part of the year has been devoted to filling the 2019-2020 slate of officers as well as the Executive 
Committee Members. To all of the Companions assuming Grand Chapter offices and Executive Committee 
positions for the first time, and those remaining for further years of service, I extend my personal gratitude and 
the thanks of the Jurisdiction. 
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A major undertaking for every Grand Haggai is attempting to develop a schedule of Official Visits, Interprovincial 
Travel, and Special Events.  I trust that the Companions and Chapters of this Jurisdiction will approve of not only 
the planning, but also next year’s execution of those plans. 
 
Finally, I express my gratitude to the Companions of this Jurisdiction in approving my elevation to Grand First 
Principal-Elect. May I be granted the strength and wisdom not to disappoint. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
RE Comp. Rod Ponech - Grand Second Principal                           REPORT RECEIVED 

 
REPORT OF THE GRAND THIRD PRINCIPAL 2018-2019 

 
Most Excellent Grand First Principal and Companions: 
 
My year as Grand Third Principal has gone far too quickly.  I first want to express to our Companions, my sincere 
thanks for the opportunity to serve Capitular Masonry and in particular our Grand Chapter.  To those that have 
provided warm messages of support and encouragement either in person or with notes on your Chapter Notices, 
a very special thank you, as it has been most appreciated as has been your concern over Pam’s recovery this last 
year.  I can’t tell you enough how much that has meant to me.  I also want Chapters to know how much I 
appreciate reading your Chapter Notices as it gives insight into how you are doing. 
 
The most enjoyable aspects this year has been through visitation, which should be no surprise.  Visitation allows 
us an opportunity to get to know our Companions and Chapters across our jurisdiction.  For the most part my 
visits this year have been mostly in the south with plans to expand to the north this coming year.  Wherever I 
have travelled, I have received a warm welcome at a variety of Royal Arch events.  These events have included 
regular Chapter Meetings, Joint Meetings, Installations, District Meeting, Executive Meetings, the Drumheller 
Outdoor Field Day, and most recently, the Especial Convocation of Strathmore Chapter recognizing their 100th 
Anniversary with a Re-Consecration Ceremony.  I want to also make a special mention of the RAM Chinese New 
Year Banquet.  This was a wonderful social opportunity for the Companions and our Ladies to meet and special 
thanks need to be extended to our Grand First Principal Keng-Wei Chiew, for his leadership and hard work 
making this dinner such a success.  I also had the opportunity to lead the Alberta delegation that attended the 
74th Annual George Washington Convocation held on February 15th and 16th in Great Falls.  This was a great time 
and an opportunity to witness Royal Arch Degree work as per the Montana Ritual.  I would recommend that 
Companions give serious consideration to attending this event next year and for developing comradeship with 
our southern neighbour.   
 
Of those Chapters that I have visited this last year, I would make the following observation.  It is true that we 
have some Chapters that have a good number in membership and a good number of master masons joining 
these Chapters.  It is also equally true, that we have Chapters that suffer with few members with the work falling 
to a limited number of Companions within the Chapter to keep the Chapter going with few prospects.  It is to the 
small Chapters that are having challenges that I want to say thank you for your dedication.  In fact, all of our 
Grand Chapter, owes those individuals who keep their small Chapter going a great debt of thanks.  For without 
your efforts, I suspect we may see some closures.  So, to all Companions, if within the length of your cable tow 
let’s see if we can support our smaller Chapters that are facing challenges.  And to those Chapters facing 
challenges, don’t be afraid to ask for support.  I’m sure it would be willingly given if asked.  
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At our Convocation Banquet, we will have the Camrose and Area Children’s Choir as entertainment.  This 
contingent of ten to eighteen-year old are preparing to head to Ottawa from June 28th until July 2nd attending 
UNISON 2019 which involves choirs from across our country performing for Canada Day.  Our Youth Endowment 
Committee has agreed that his Choir is deserving of our support and our Grand First Principal will make a 
presentation to the Choir that evening.  Also featuring a Camrose story is that of the story of Crystal Regehr-
Westergard who has brought back the Cuban Lunch chocolate bar – a favourite of her Mom’s.  Crystal will be 
speaking to our Ladies at their Luncheon on Saturday.  I look forward to seeing you at our Convocation which I 
believe will be successful. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gerald D. R Waldern – Grand Third Principal                                                                         REPORT RECEIVED 
 
 
Greetings from Karl Hieman brought greetings of the GZ of the Grand Chapter of the Nebraska 

Greetings from R Kt. Comp Gerald Tetzloff – Prior for Western Canada #35 – Knights of the York Cross of Honour 
 

Greetings from MEC Guy Mayberry - GHP – Grand Chapter of Royal Arch of Masons of Montana 

 

Reception of the Grand District Superintendents 

District #1 – REC Glenn White 

District #2 – REC Hank Gerow 

   District #3 – REC Richard Sellers 

         District #4 - REC Brant Irwin 

District Grand Superintendents were given Grand Honours seven times under the direction of the Grand Director 
of Ceremonies.  The Grand First Principals, Grand Second & Grand Third then congratulate each of them at the 
Altar and thanked them for their fine works throughout the year. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT AND FINANCE 

To the Most Excellent Companion Grand First Principal, Officers and Companions of the Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons of Alberta: 
The members of this Committee are: Rt. Ex. Comp. Neil White, Chairman, M. Ex. Comp. Jerry Kopp, Grand Scribe 
Ezra, Rt. Ex. Comp. Don Murray, Grand Treasurer, Rt. Ex. Comp. Terry Gould, and Rt. Ex. Comp. Robert Taylor. 
The Audit and Finance Committee met at the Grand Executive meeting in February. The following are the 
outcomes and recommendations from our meeting: 

• We recommend the approval of the 2018 – 2019 financial statements. 

• We recommend the approval of the 2019 – 2020 budget that was prepared at the Executive meeting and 
will be distributed at the Grand Chapter Convocation. 

• We recommend that a two-year hold be placed on the per capita fees and reviewed in 2020. 
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• The photocopier/printer that was approved for purchase in the previous budget was purchased by MEC 
Rogers, but never uncrated, prior to his passing and to our knowledge has been returned by Ann to the 
supplier. MEC Kopp has purchased a suitable machine for his use. 

• It was brought to our attention at the Executive meeting in February that Crescent Chapter and Hanging 
Stone Chapter had outstanding accounts with the Grand Chapter Office. These accounts were not being 
dealt with in a timely fashion, therefore the decision was made that these Chapters would be given until 
March 31, 2019 to pay the accounts in full or the financial penalty as outlined in the Constitution and 
Regulations would be imposed retroactively. 

• The Audit & Finance Committee referred the question of continuing the sale of Life Memberships to the 
Jurisprudence Committee at the 2018 Annual Convocation for their review. They will be presenting their 
decision at this year’s Convocation and we agree with their decision to suspend the purchase of Life 
Memberships in this jurisdiction. 

• We recommend that the current auditor, Robin Neibergal, be retained for the coming year. 

The committee wishes to express our sincere thanks to MEC Jerry W. Kopp for stepping in as Grand SE pro-tem 
after the sudden passing of MEC Marvyn Rogers. We congratulate him on his election as Grand Scribe Ezra at this 
Grand Convocation. MEC Kopp has done a stellar job in maintaining and organizing the Grand Chapter office to 
keep this jurisdiction running efficiently. Thank-you sir for your dedication to the Royal Craft.  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rt. Ex. Comp. Neil White 

Chairman                     REPORT RECEIVED 
 

 GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF ALBERTA   

  PROPOSED BUDGET 2019     

  2016 2017 2017 2018B 2018 2019 

REVENUE  Actual Proposed Actual Proposed Actual Proposed 

Per Capita  $13,143.00 $14,850.00 $13,692.00 $14,500.00 $13,427.00 $15,000.00 

Certificates Membership $565.00 $600.00 $764.00 $700.00 $735.00 $700.00 

 Life 0 $15.00 $0.00 $15.00  0 

 Past Principal $240.00 $260.00 $255.00 $250.00 $285.00 $250.00 

Warrants & Dispen  $165.00 $300.00 $570.00 $300.00  $300.00 

Affiliations  $75.00 $75.00 $180.00 $125.00 $150.00 $125.00 

Sales of Supplies  $4,015.80 $10,000.00 $11,776.45 $15,000.00  $13,800.00 

Initiation Fees/OHP  $595.00 $720.00 $890.00 $720.00  $720.00 

Interest Earned  $1,359.69 $1,200.00 $1,249.57 $1,275.00  $1,200.00 

Spec. Events Rev.  $750.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 

Grand Convocation  $9,769.58 $8,000.00 $8,599.36 $8,500.00  $8,500.00 

KYCH & RCC Meals  $0.00 $0.00 $988.00 $975.00  $500.00 

Postage Recovered  $39.62 $100.00 $111.29 $100.00  $100.00 

TOTALS  $30,717.69 $36,120.00 $39,075.67 $42,460.00 $14,597.00 $41,195.00 

        

EXPENSES        

Grand Convocation  $9,771.32 $8,000.00 $8,684.71 $8,500.00  $8,500.00 

KYCH & RCC Meals  $0.00 $0.00 $974.50 $975.00  $975.00 

Deposit G Commun  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  $0.00 

Travelling Grand Z $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 
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 Grand H $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

 Grand J $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

 G. Dist Supt $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

Office G. Treasurer $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

 G Scribe E $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 

 Rent $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 

 Post & Tele $217.66 $225.00 $190.34 $200.00  $200.00 

 Office/supplies $338.06 $425.00 $281.63 $1,400.00  $1,400.00 

 Supply resale $3,368.39 $7,800.00 $12,333.91 $12,000.00  $12,000.00 

 Insurance $1,132.00 $1,150.00 $1,223.00 $1,250.00  $1,250.00 

 Print General $0.00 $190.00 $1,097.51 $300.00  $300.00 

 Bank Charges $27.00 $30.00 $17.06 $10.00  $10.00 

Inventory adjust  -$1,388.85 $0.00 -$1,981.28 $0.00   

General Expenses  $0.00 $100.00 $0.00 $100.00  $100.00 

OHP  $651.12 $700.00 $586.90 $700.00  $700.00 

RAM Website  $189.00 $250.00 $189.00 $225.00  $1,200.00 

General    GG Chap Dues $2,034.00 $2,000.00 $2,002.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

 GC Regalia $0.00 $2,500.00 $529.20 $3,250.00  $1,500.00 

 Regalia Repair $0.00 $0.00 $502.61 $600.00  $200.00 

Committee Expense  $94.00 $250.00 $147.05 $250.00  $250.00 

        

  $28,933.70 $36,120.00 $39,278.14 $42,260.00 $11,500.00 $41,085.00 

        

Total Revenue  $30,717.69 $36,120.00 $39,075.67 $42,460.00  $41,195.00 

Total Expenses  $28,933.70 $36,120.00 $39,278.14 $42,260.00  $41,085.00 

Surplus (Loss)  $1,783.99 $0.00 -$202.47 $200.00  $110.00 

        

 

MOTION: REC Neil White moved and seconded by MEC Jerry W. Kopp that the 2019 Budget for the Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons of Alberta be approved.         CARRIED 

AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 

I have reviewed the financial records of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta and the Youth 
Endowment Program for the year ended December 31, 2018. My review included ensuring that all bank accounts 
were reconciled to the year-end bank statements, all investment accounts were reconciled to the year-end 
investment statements, and agreeing all balances in the financial report to the accounting records. Nothing has 
come to my attention that would cause me to believe that the financial report for the year ended December 31, 
2018 is not a true and accurate representation of the financial position of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of Alberta or the Youth Endowment Program. 

Date: April 24, 2019  
            REPORT RECEIVED 
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REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER 
The year 2018 was a very good year for Royal Arch Masonry in spite of the passing of ME Comp. Marvyn Rogers.  
All of the Computer data was on a laptop belonging to Marvyn.  RE Companion Neil White was able to download 
the computer data and retrieve all of the paper documentation in June and I want to thank him for his efforts. 
The Sage 50 Bookkeeping data was available and I was able to enter and reconcile the bank statements for the 
year.  The program has all of the financial data from February 1, 2012 to the present time.  
 
Our earnings for the year ending Dec. 31, 2018 are a gain of $481.33. Our cash assets have increased by 
$6,253.98 mostly from lower accounts Receivable and smaller inventory. 
 
The youth endowment fund had an investment total of $360,588.95 at year end.   
 
The Chapters have continued to support the growth in our investment account and the interest rates are starting 
to rise. 
Our finances are in great shape and have been reviewed and stated to be an accurate representation of the 
financial position. 
 
Lastly, but not least, it has been a pleasure to work with ME Companion Jerry Kopp and I thank him for his work. 
I move the acceptance of this report, seconded by RE Comp Neil White. 
 
RE Comp Don Murray 
Grand Treasurer          REPORT RECEIVED 
 
 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Alberta 

Comparative Balance  Sheet    
     
  As at 12/31/2018  As at 12/31/2017  

ASSET     
     
CURRENT ASSETS CASH     
Cash on Hand 0.00   3,550.03   

 

Bank Current Account 15,314.36   1,027.14    

Bank Savings Account 14,305.92   20,269.13    

Cash: Total  29,620.28   24,846.30   

General Investment Account 99,747.84   98,267.84    

Centennial Investment Account 0.00   0.00    

Investment Total  99,747.84   98,267.84   

CASH TOTAL  129,368.12   123,114.14   

      
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE      
Accounts Receivable 3,105.53   5,146.40    
Sub Total Receivables  3,105.53   5,146.40   

TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE  3,105.53   5,146.40   
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OTHER ASSETS      
Merchandise Inventory 14,046.28   17,924.51    
Total Inventory  14,046.28   17,924.51   

Prepaid Expense 146.45   0.00    
Total Prepaid Expense  146.45   0.00   

TOTAL OTHER ASSETS  14,192.73   17,924.51   

      
TRUST FUNDS      
Youth Endowment Fund  0.00   0.00   

TOTAL TRUST FUNDS  0.00   0.00   

      
TOTAL ASSET  146,666.38   146,185.05   

      
LIABILITY      
      
CURRENT LIABILITIES      
Accounts Payable  0.00   0.00   

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES  0.00   0.00   

      
TOTAL LIABILITY  0.00   0.00   

      
EQUITY      
      
EARNINGS      
Retained Earnings  146,185.05   146,387.52   

Current Earnings  481.33   -202.47  

TOTAL EARNINGS  146,666.38   146,185.05   

      
TOTAL EQUITY  146,666.38   146,185.05   

      
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY  146,666.38   146,185.05   

      
Generated On: 03/28/2019 

      
 

 

 

 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Alberta 

Comparative Income Statement     
      
  Actual 01/01/2018 to 12/31/2018  Actual 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2017   
REVENUE      
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REVENUE      
Per Capita Dues  13,965.00   13,692.00   

Initiation Order H Priest  640.00   890.00   

Interest  1,498.87   1,249.57   

Warrants / Dispensations  285.00   570.00   

Affiliations  105.00   180.00   

Past  Prin. Certificate  210.00   255.00   

Royal Arch Certificate  735.00   764.00   

Grand Convocation  10,026.56   8,599.36   

KYCH & RCC Meals  0.00   988.00   

Postage Recovered  85.94   111.29   

Rituals 518.50   787.75    
Manuals of Instn 0.00   17.20    
Regalia 5,295.83   7,456.00    
Clothing 1,120.00   0.00    
Jewels 859.00   933.00    
Misc. Jwrly Sales 180.00   2,330.00    
Supplies 77.80   252.50    
Total Sales Revenue  8,051.13   11,776.45   

TOTAL REVENUE  35,602.50   39,075.67   

      
TOTAL REVENUE  35,602.50   39,075.67   

      
EXPENSE      
      
EXPENSE      
Grand Convocation 2017  0.00   8,684.71   

Grand Convocation 2018  10,156.49   0.00   

Grand convocation 2019  500.00   0.00   

KYCH & RCC Meals  0.00   974.50   

Travel Grand Z  3,000.00   3,000.00   

Travel Grand H  500.00   500.00   

Travel Grand J  500.00   500.00   

Travel Gr Superintendents  1,000.00   1,000.00   

RAM Web-site  531.00   189.00  

Honorarium Gr Scribe E  6,150.00   6,000.00  

Honorarium Gr Treasurer  500.00   500.00  

Rent  0.00   1,000.00  

Postage  0.00   190.34  

Office / Supplies  345.57   281.63  

Office Equipment  1,661.94   0.00  

Insurance  1,369.14   1,223.00  

Bank Charges_  55.00   17.06  

General Gr Chapter Dues  0.00   2,002.00  

Grand Chapter Regalia  1,394.77   529.20  

Regalia Repairs  0.00   502.61  
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Printing General  186.90   1,097.51  

Committee/Grand Council Expense  205.45   147.05  

General expenses  28,056.26   28,338.61  

     
Inventory for sale purchases     
OHP 0.00   586.90   

Regalia Purchases 2,286.20   9,451.87   

Rituals 900.48   12.00   

Jewellery Purchases 0.00   2,870.04   

Total purchases  3,186.68   12,920.81  

Inventory Adjustment  3,878.23   -1,981.28 

TOTAL PURCHASES  7,064.91   10,939.53  

     
TOTAL EXPENSE  35,121.17   39,278.14  

     
NET INCOME  481.33   - 202.47 

     
Generated On: 03/28/2019 

     
 
 

RECEPTION OF FIRST PRINCIPALS 
Ex Comp Grant Molyneux.... No. 1 
Ex Comp Roy Riste  .............. No. 2 
Ex Comp Tobias Terrill ......... No. 4 
Ex Comp Trevis Hansen  ...... No. 5 
Ex Comp Peter Rodger ....... No. 12 
Ex Comp Ray Charbonneau No. 21 
Ex Comp Kim Greenizen .... No. 24 
VE Comp Brad Becker ........ No. 30 
RE Comp Aubrey Bell ......... No. 31 
RE Comp Jeff Knight .......... No. 39 
Ex Comp Roger Adlem  ...... No. 41 
 RE Comp Dave Roberts  ..... No. 42 

 
GRAND HONORS (Three Times) were extended and Grand Council thanked each of the Excellent Companions for 
their support and dedication. 
 

REPORT OF THE GRAND SCRIBE E – PRO TEM 
Most Excellent Grand First Principal, Distinguished East and Companions: 
Taking on the position of Grand Scribe E – Pro Tem was not exactly in my future planning, but “It is What It Is”, so 
let’s not dwell on it any longer, the job needs to get done.  It is with great sadness that MEC Marvyn Rogers 
passed and we continue to pray that his wife Ann is coping as well as can be expected.  We in Royal Arch 
Masonry certainly do miss him for the support that he has given to many of our Chapters and particularly to the 
Grand First Principals of the past, present and future. 



 

41 
 

The greatest challenge was to retrieve all the records from Athabasca which was mainly handled by REC Neil 
White and REC Brian Hall.  REC White hauled two truck-loads of records and supplies to the Grand Scribe E – Pro 
Tem.  Initially there was concern that Comp Kopp may not enough storage space, but that was soon resolved.  
First challenge was to rid ourselves of non-essential dated records and then down-sizing the many boxes of 
material to a smaller number of boxes.  It is hoped that all forms in the future will no longer maintained in bulk 
but rather stored with the computer system. 
The next challenge we faced was to convert Marvyn’s records on his computer from “word-perfect” to micro-soft 
word which was accomplished by REC Don Murray and VEC Cowan of Harmony Chapter.  Thank you to 
Companions Murray & Cowan.  The concern was to get the membership data base converted so that the 
incoming membership data can be added.  At this point it needs to be clarified that Grand Chapter of Alberta 
does not have a formal data-base, the current information on the companions is recorded on a spreadsheet.  The 
thoughts of converting this information into a formal data-base may be extremely difficult due to several 
reasons.  We have noted that the spreadsheet has assigned Grand Chapter numbers to some companions and 
not others, there are two lists, one with active members list and the other with inactive members list, but our 
finding to date is that there are active and inactive members mixed in with each of the lists and the final issue is 
that not all information has been recorded.  Attempts are being made to unite the two list into one, but it is first 
necessary to standardize the headers by giving each column the same spread between the headers and ensuring 
that the headers align with the appropriate header title. 
Changes will no doubt come about and we need to move forwarded into the twenty-first century.  As mention in 
the above paragraph, one main concern was storage space, this will be somewhat resolved by no longer storing 
forms in bulk in the office.  Many of the forms will be available on the Grand Chapter Web-site and those forms 
will no longer be listed on the Items for Sale List.  From a cost effectiveness, forms cost more to produce, store 
and ship to Chapters than we were charging for.  So please use to the Web-site for retrieving forms and if not 
available on the site, then contact the Grand Scribe E. 
We have an agreement in place with Canadian Masonic Supply.  One of the first concerns we had was that there 
is regalia being worn by Companions within this jurisdiction that does not comply with our Constitution and 
Regulations.  In order to standardize the regalia worn, we need to have purchases of regalia coordinated through 
the Grand Chapter Office.  We can state that the price charged for regalia purchased through Canadian Masonic 
Supply will differ very little from the price charged by the Grand Chapter Office.  Canadian Masonic Supply has 
agreed to a small discount to the Grand Chapter Office.  Chapters are to order their regalia through the Grand 
Chapter Office, who will then place the order with Canadian Masonic Supply.  Canadian Masonic Supply will fill 
the Chapter order and forwarded it directly to the Chapter and bill the Grand Chapter Office, who will in turn bill 
the Chapter.  Grand Chapter looks forward to full support in this business transaction.  Grand Chapter plan is to 
sell by volume, with the hopes that we can generate enough profit from the sales for general revenue and that 
we do not encounter excessive per capital fee increases. 
The annual per capita fees have reached the 2015 Motion to increase the per capita one dollar per year for five 
years with 2018 being the final year at $16.00 per year.  Let’s keep it there for a few years.  While on the topic of 
per capita fees, we need to address the issue of late filing of the annual returns and the submission of the fees.  
We find that some Chapters are for some reason delaying the submissions and payment, this needs to be 
rectified, do not wait for February 01 for the returns or the payments to whenever.  The best remedy is that the 
Chapters start submitting their returns on or even before the 31 December, you will find that with early 
submission there is very little change from an early submission.  Secondly, payments seem to hinge on the 
Chapter’s approval for payment of those fees, the recommendation is that Chapters’ should set up an annual 
budget system which would include the annual fees and eliminate the need to wait for the Chapter’s 
authorization to make the necessary payments to Grand Chapter.  We need to remind the Chapters that there is 
late filing fee in place that the Grand Chapter can use it, for delinquent accounts, and so we ask that you please 
avoid being a causality of this process. 
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MEC David Boone and his committee has worked very hard to re-write and publish a new Royal Arch Rituals, 
which is now available through the Grand Chapter Office.  The initial order was for 200 rituals, which sold very 
quickly.  Another 200 rituals have been ordered and should be available for sale soon.  The cost of the ritual is 
$10.00.  The Committee on the Work will be tasked to update the Installation Ceremony and we ask that the 
Chapter report to the Grand Chapter Office on any errors they have noted.  This is your ritual and it has to work 
for the Chapters within the jurisdiction. 

STATISTICS 2018 

  Membership December 31, 2017   956 
  Increases 2018: 

• Admissions  61 

• Affiliations  09 

• Restorations  02 

• Adjustments  00 

• TOTAL INCREASE 72   +72 
  Decreases 2018: 

• Demits   43 

• Deletions  27 

• Deaths   18 

• Adjustments  00 

• TOTAL DECREASE 00   -88 
o Net loss/Gain     -16 

 

Membership December 31, 2018   940 
 

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS BY CHAPTER  

 GRAND CHAPTER HRA 2018 
MEMBERSHIP 

   

CHAPTER NO 2017 ADM AFFL RES DEMIT SUSP DEATH 2018 
Alberta 1 84 3      87 
North Star 2 57 3  2 1 1 1 59 
Assiniboia 3 28 1   1  2 26 
Shekinah 4 43 2 1  2   44 
Golden West 5 31 2 1  2 2  30 
Otuskwan 9 71 5 1  1  2 74 
Keystone 12 21 7   2  1 25 
Capital City 13 70 7   4  1 72 
Hillvue 15 22 1   2   21 
Mt. Olivet 17 36  3    1 38 
Norwood 18 56 1 1  1 20  37 
Strathmore 21 66 2   3  1 64 
Crescent 24 53 4   1   56 
Harmony 26 31 1   2 2 1 27 
Eheyeh 27 35    2   33 
Edson 30 33 5   3 1 2 32 
Parkland 31 21 3 2  1  1 24 
Wapiti 34 25 3   3   25 
Lebanon 38 28    2  2 24 
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Cold Lake 39 34    5  1 28 
Hangingstone 40 54 9   4 1 1 57 
Stoney 44 37 1   1  1 36 
Mountain view 42 20 1      21 

   61 9 2 43 27 18  

Total  956       940 
          

No Increase          
Increase          
Decrease          

 

The Office of the Grand Scribe E is preparing a document that will be known as “Grand Chapter of Alberta – 
Guidelines for Grand Scribe E” and its purpose is to provide enough information for any future Grand Scribe Es to 
carry on the operation of the Office without too much delay.  With the passing of our Grand Scribe E this past 
year the resumption of the Grand Chapter Office duties was not an easy transition and hopefully with the 
proposed guidelines we can resume a smoother transition with any of the unforeseen situations we may be 
faced with.  The preparation of this document will be an ongoing project, with the help of many Companions and 
the Office of the Grand Scribe E wishes, in advance, thank those Companions that will be involved. 
 

AFFILIATIONS - 2016 
Shekinah #4: ..................................Gary David Hodge 
Golden West #5: ...........................Calvin D. Shaver 
Otuskwan #9: ................................Kyle Bruce Arnold Scott 
Mount Olivet #17: .........................Barrie Alfred Miller, Donald A.R. Anderson & Leonard Clarke 
Norwood #18: ...............................Michael Johnson 
Parklands #31: ...............................Ernest Jesse Carr & Gerald Keith Fulton 
 

RESTORATIONS – 2016 
North Star #2: ................................ Karl Kuss & Leon Comer 
 

DEMITS - 2016 
 

North Star #2: ................................Robert Betzner 
Assiniboia #3: ................................Barry Yard 
Shekinah #4: ..................................Jordan Shapka & David John Sweetman 
Golden West #5: ...........................George Burnham Tapley & Christian Sanel Rabie 
Keystone #12:................................Charles Richard Williams & John James Corbett 
Capital City #13: ............................Lloyd Van Ditmars, James Noel Gauthier, Denzil Lorne Matvichuk 
.......................................................Geoffrey Richard Chevrier 
Hillvue #15: ...................................Stephen George Scuris-Brown & Roy Antonio Adolf Lazzarotto Jr. 
Norwood #18: ...............................Douglas John Bewick 
Strathmore #21: ............................Ray McClean, Chris Boyce & Gary Dworkin 
Crescent #24: ................................Laurie Dirks 
Harmony #26: ...............................Robert Woodrow Burns & Morley Frederick Day 
Eheyeh #27: ...................................Efren Obilo & Rey DeGuzman 
 

Edson #30: .....................................Doug Jackson, Raymond Lovell & Howard Roesma 
Parklands #31: ...............................Victor Wayne Callaghhan 
Wapiti #34: ....................................Charles Calvin White, Richard Daniel Turcott & Harold Skarberg 
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Lebanon #38: ................................Charles Williams & Robert Elliot 
Cold Lake #39: ...............................Ernest Jesse Carr, Steven Carr, Gerald Keith Fulton, Mathew Graham 
.......................................................Russ Graham 
Hangingstone #40: ........................Michael Walters, Glen Bradely, Harold Edward Knutsen & David Leung 
Stoney #41: ...................................John Alexander Reginald Cosgrove 
 

DELETIONS – 2016 
North Star #2: ................................Roy Richard Sired 
Golden West #5: ...........................Wesley John Suhai & Russell Davies 
Harmony #26: ...............................Gordon Smille & Terry Michael Thorlakson 
Edson #30: .....................................William Connolly 
Hangingstone #40: ........................Robert Bolton 
 
                      REPORT RECEIVED 

 
2019 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONDITION OF CAPITULAR MASONRY 

 
To the Most Excellent Grand First principal, Most Excellent Companion Keng-Wei Chiew, officers and members of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta. 
The committee has received reports from three of the four Districts for the 2018-2019 year and after reviewing 
them, we report as follows; 
We had mentioned in previous reports that it would be helpful for us in providing more details in our report if 
the District Superintendents would provide some additional information about each chapter as well as the 
summary pages provided for completion.  This was done by District #4 this year and it would be our suggestion 
that all Districts do this for the next Masonic year. 
District #1 
RE. Companion Glenn White, Grand District Superintendent of District #1 provided reports on his official visits to 
the Chapters as well as a report on the District meeting. 
The District meeting was held Sept.29, 2018 at Meridian Hall in Stony Plain and E. Comp John Harper is the 
District Supt. Elect for District #1. 
Edson Chapter, although small, has a strong core of members that work hard to keep members active. 
Wapiti Chapter: An official visit was not done this year. As was reported last year, this Chapter feels cut off from 
Grand Chapter and does need assistance if it is to remain in the system. 
Stoney Chapter is a well-run Chapter and a good percentage of members regularly attend. The ritual is well 
performed. 
North Star Chapter has limited membership and is working hard to sustain the Chapter. 
Capital City Chapter is working hard to ensure chapter continues its excellent ritual work after the loss of their 
Scribe E. 
Norwood Chapter having moved to a new location are encountering growing pains which hopefully will improve 
in the future. It would appear this will take considerable effort to achieve. 
District #2 
RE Companion Hank Gerow, Grand District Superintendent of District #2 has not submitted a report for the 
District due to serious medical conditions and while on the road to recovery, will serve another year as District 
Supt. For District #2. 
District #3 
RE Companion Richard Sellers, Grand District Superintendent of District #3 provided reports of his official and 
fraternal visits to the chapters as well as a report on the district meeting. 
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The District meeting for District #3 was held at Drumheller Masonic Hall on November 3, 2018 and VE 
Companion Kurtis Frederick is the District Supt. Elect for District #3. 
Assiniboia Chapter all have new ritual books and they do have 2 applications for membership. They do support 
Harmony Chapter and Harmony returns the favor. 
Otuskwan Chapter have excellent leadership, a full slate of officers and several candidates for the coming year. 
Strathmore Chapter is a strong Chapter with good line officers coming up. 
Keystone Chapter has excellent leadership, full slate of officers and several candidates for coming year. 
Harmony Chapter gets some support from Assiniboia Chapter. They are considering reducing meeting dates in 
hopes of getting more members attending for fewer meetings. 
Eheyeh Chapter has become self-sufficient and are now conferring degrees on their own. 
Mountainview Chapter has excellent leadership but does really need new members to continue into the future. 
District #4 
RE Companion Brant Irwin, Grand District Superintendent of District #4 provided a report indicating he had 
completed all of his official visits and several fraternal visits as well. 
The District Meeting was held and VE Comp. Wayne King from Shekinah Chapter is the District Supt. Elect for 
District # 4. 
Alberta Chapter do their work together quite well and overall is in good shape with a good future. 
Shekinah Chapter has a good core of companions and is assisting other chapters as needed. It is in good shape 
with a group of young companions. 
Golden West Chapter a good core of companions with some new companions that will bode well for the future. 
They have some financial issues which they are in the process of overcoming. 
Hillvue Chapter a small Chapter that does always hold their meeting so on schedule. It remains a stable Chapter 
with some new prospects for membership. 
Crescent Chapter is holding their 100th anniversary this year, and are providing some history of the Chapter at 
their meetings during the year. They are working through some financial issues.  
Committee General Comments 
The reports and comments from the District Superintendents were generally positive and optimistic for the 
future, although again it was noted by them that membership remains a concern throughout the Grand Chapter 
with some chapters definitely in need of help in getting new members. 
The committee recommends to the Grand First Principal that the title of Right Excellent Companion be conferred 
and confirmed on: 
Right Excellent Companion Glenn White 
Right Excellent Companion Richard Sellers 

Right Excellent Companion Brant Irwin 
Respectfully Submitted:  VE Companion Garth Border - Chairman  

                                         ME Companion Don Gillies             REPORT RECEIVED 
 

REPORT OF THE YOUTH ENDOWMENT 2018 
A request was received through Lebanon Chapter #38 on January 4. 2018 requesting assistance for the on-going 
treatment of youngster. He is now 4 years old and has difficulties with oral speech and requires voice assisted 
equipment in order for him to communicate. As well specialized switches allow him to turn on and off simple 
toys on his own. Other items such as a Powerlink which would allow the child to access other electronic 
equipment and a Rifton Chair were also equipment that was recommended to improve this young boys’ quality 
of life. A donation of $1000.00 was approved and was sent to the family to assist them in the purchase of this 
equipment. 

A request was also received from Shekinah Chapter #4 requesting assistance for a 11-year-old boy who has had a 
Cecostomy tube since January 2016 due to Chronic Constipation. Due to child’s illness he has been unable to 
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participate in normal physical activities like running, contact sports, hiking, boating and even swimming is a 
challenge without the proper medical supplies. Camp has been off limits for him as he is required to do a bowl 
flush every three days on a regular schedule and makes regular trips to the Children’s Hospital in Calgary. A 
facility called the Youth Ostomy Camp located at Camp Horizon in Bragg Creek which is run by Ostomy Canada 
specializes in these types of medical issues was found. This camp allows for children ages 9-18 to spend a 
supported and safe week while learning how to cope with their Ostomy. The Child would be able to participate in 
all regular camp activates and make friends with kids with the same medical problems. The camp runs from July 
8, 2018 to July 13, 2018 and cost $620.00. This amount was approved by the YEF committee and a check was 
sent on April 18, 2018. 

As well we donated $1000.00 to the We Can Help program for the 2018 year. 
2018 Financial Report 
Donations received:                    $ 30,992.4  
Interest received                           $ 5,269.89 
Assistance paid out in 2018                     $2,620.00  
Funds available as of Dec 2018         $ 5563.53 
Balance in investment fund                     $ 360,588.53  
 
We should have another $5,600.00 of interest giving us approximately $11,000.00 that could be donated by the 
end of 2019.  
 
Over the course of this year I was able to make a presentation about the YEF fund at the four district meetings. 
At the end of the presentation there was a question and answer session which generated some good ideas 
moving forward for the YEF. One of which was the creation of an application form to be filled out by the Chapters 
making a request for assistance.  In the works. Another was keeping in contact with the Grand Lodge Benevolent 
committee with the idea of sharing some of the request that have been received and don’t fit within the 
respective criteria of each group. So far there has not been anything that would need to be referred to the GL 
Benevolent fund. Another suggestion was to add a one-page codicil to a person will without having to go the 
expense of making changes to their will. This codicil which is simply an amendment to an existing will could be 
used to make a donation to the YEF. This codicil could be made available to all the Royal Arch membership. I 
have talked with a lawyer, and this could be done but like anything else there would be a cost.   
 
On behalf of the YEF committee Which consists of Eric Weigelt, Ken Mingo, Don Murray, and myself.  I would like 
to thank all the Chapters and Companions of Alberta for their support and commitment to the future of our 
youth in this province. I would also like to thank the members of the YEF committee for their support this year. 
Bill Sheppard – Report presented by REC Donald Murray          REPORT RECEIVED 
 
The Grand First Principal after having received the report asked if there any Chapters that want to come forward 
and make donations to the Youth Endowment Fund on behalf of their respective Chapters.  The collection 
concluded and REC Donald Murray reported that $9065.64 had been donated. 
 

THE REPORT OF THE JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE 
The Board of Jurisprudence has been requested review the following Notices of Motion to amend the 
Regulations of this Grand Chapter: 
1. Keystone Chapter #12 with respect to which degree Royal Arch Mason business can be conducted in;  
2. Strathmore Chapter #21 with respect the required Qualification to be nominated to the Grand Chapter 

Office of Grand Z, Grand H, or Grand J; and 
3. Board of Jurisprudence with respect to Life Memberships in a Chapter; 
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The Board of Jurisprudence have completed their review and find that all three are in due form and have 
followed the necessary procedures in accordance with the Constitution and Regulations. As such we find them 
acceptable to be brought before this Grand Chapter. Copies have been attached. 
Presently the Board is reviewing the proposed Bylaws for Mountainview Chapter # 42 and anticipates that the 
Mountainview Chapter #42 Bylaws will be forwarded for review and approval in the near future. 
I would like to thank those that have provided council to this Board over the last year. It has been gratefully 
received and proven beneficial to the Board members 
The Board of Jurisprudence respectfully submits this report. 
MEC Wally Watts - Chairman 
V. Ex. Comp Ken South 

Ex. Comp Robert Cantwell                  REPORT RECEIVED 
 

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND REGULATIONS 
The Committee is glad to report we have been able to reassemble and are actively working on the Constitution 
and Regulations review once again. 
It has certainly been a bigger opportunity to excel than expected and has resulted in some very healthy debates 
among the committee members as we progress, Article by Article. 
Our aim is to get a draft into the Grand Chapter Executives hands over the summer so that a revised version can 
be issued to the Chapters for their review and comment in the fall. This would allow us to present the proposed 
"Revised Constitution and Regulations" at the Grand Executive meeting in Feb 2020. Our goal is to have them 
brought to the floor of the Grand Convocation in May2020 for final debate and approval. 
The Committee would like to thank those who have assisted us with their wisdom and knowledge, which has 
proved invaluable to the committee if nothing else but to confirm we have not strayed too far afield. 
Respectfully submitted 
MEC Wally Watts - Chairman 
V. Ex. Comp. Ken South 

V. Ex. Comp. Robert Cantwell         REPORT RECEIVED 
 

Greetings from RIK Companion Jerry W. Kopp – Grand Intendant General Alberta Region for the Grand Imperial 
Conclave of Canada on behalf of the Most Illustrious Knight Companion Thomas Mortlock GCC the Grand 
Sovereign. 
 
Greetings from the Grand First Principal of British Columbia & Yukon, Most Excellent Companion Les Robinson. 
 
Greetings from the Grand First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Saskatchewan – Most Excellent Companion 
Joseph Angel. 

REPORT OF THE GRAND HISTORIAN 
To: MEC Keng-Wei Chiew, the Officers and Companions of the Grand Chapter of Alberta  

 
Grand Chapter Proceedings 
Having acquired a few more volumes of the Proceedings, I can now closer to completing Shekinah Chapter’s set. I 
had an opportunity to talk to the Glenbow Museum’s Archivist about how best to preserve publications that are 
no longer being printed, but rather distributed in digital form. The Glenbow is receiving an increasing amount of 
digital material, but still has no official policies or processes in place. 
Historical Material  
In addition to Hanna Chapter’s bound (and unbound) Minutes, I now have two Member’s Registers, two Tyler’s 
Registers, two Cash Books and a Book of Marks from that Chapter. 



 

48 
 

I also have a large, heavy-duty, Member’s Register from Calgary Chapter No. 11. It is full of a variety of lists of 
Members (which will need some explanations). 
History of Royal Arch Masonry, Volume 5 
Although we have left General Grand Chapter, I will continue to gather information in the format that was being 
used and have it posted on our website. 
 
REC George Tapley – Grand Historian 
REC Ivan Hall – Committee 
VEC Doug Bewick – Committee                                                                                                     REPORT RECEIVED 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON THE WORK -   ANNUAL REPORT 2018-2019 
The committee met once this year at the annual Grand Executive meeting in Lacombe. 
The Committee followed through on our decision to focus on the publication of a revised ritual.  The revisions to 
the ritual were completed.  The Final Draft was distributed to several senior Directors of Ceremonies of Chapters 
and were tested by use in several Chapters.  This pointed out the need for some additional corrections which 
were made. 
The revised ritual has now been published and 400 copies printed to date.  A few small errors (a bit of 
clarification desirable) have been pointed out but are not of a serious nature.  They will be corrected in 
subsequent printings. 
The Committee members also intend to continue to be proactive about demonstrating and/or discussing various 
points about the ritual within Chapters when asked and encourage Chapters to take the opportunity to have one 
of the committee members do so. 
The committee has been asked to review some additional rituals (Chapter Installation ritual and Grand Chapter 
convocation and installation of officers’ ritual) and will do so. 
Members of the Committee this year were:  MEC David Boone, Chairman; MEC David Hongisto; REC Ken White; 
VEC Ken South; and REC Richard Kampjes.                                                                                 REPORT RECEIVED 

REPORT OF THE REGALIA COMMMITTEE 
 
The condition of the Grand Chapter Officer regalia has been of great concern over the years and this committee 
has solicited in the past, from the outgoing Grand Chapter Officers for their support in examining the condition 
of the regalia and reporting back to the committee.  We can state that some officers provided the required 
information and this information was advanced to the necessary body for further action, however the follow up 
was not exactly completed to its fullest.  The Regalia Committee and the Office of the Grand Scribe E have 
undertaken a full review of the process, including the portion of the budgeting process relating to the 
replacement of Grand Chapter Officer regalia and ensuring that all regalia meets the standards as outline in the 
Constitution and Regulations.  First, we found that not all monies budgeted for regalia was ever spent and this 
committee has taken the position that henceforth this will no longer occur until such time all Grand Chapter 
Officer regalia meets the categories of Excellent or Very Good status. Second, we found that the Grand District 
Superintendents were not being issued the legal aprons, three of the four district Superintendents were wearing 
aprons of a Past Grand District Superintendent.  The Committee is now in the process ensuring that the 
Superintendents’ collar jewels are legal.  The undernoted is a chart as to what has been replaced, and the 
replacements for the next couple of years.  It is hoped that within the next two years we will have all regalia up-
to-date and we shouldn’t need to replace any regalia for at least ten years. 
 
 
 



 

49 
 

      CONDITION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER APRONS AND COLLARS 
RATES 1 TO 5 

   

 Apron Condition Legal Replace  Collar Condition Legal Replace Sash Replace 
Grand First Principal      X Chain      

Grand Second Principal X New 2018 YES No  X Chain 3 YES No 4 NO 

Grand Third Principal X New 2018 YES NO  X Chain 5 Yes No 4 NO 

Grand Treasurer X 5 YES NO  X Chain 5 YES NO 4 NO 

Grand Scribe E      X Chain 3 YES No 4 NO 

 Apron Condition Legal Replace  Collar Condition Legal Replace Sash Replace 

Dist #1 Supt x New 2018 YES No  X Chain 4 yes no 4 No 

Dist #2 Supt  New 2018 YES No  X Chain 4 yes no 3 No 

Dist #3 Supt X New 2018 YES NO  X Chain 3 yes no 4 No 

Dist #4 Supt X 3 Yes No  X Chain 2 no yes 3 No 

 Apron Condition Legal Replace  Collar Condition Legal Replace Sash Replace 

Grand Scribe N            

Grand Principal Sojourn X New 2018 YES NO  X new 2018 yes no 4 no 

Grand Historian X 4 YES NO  X 4 X No 4 NO 

Grand Chaplain X 4 YES NO  x 3 yes no 4 no 

Grand Sr. Sojourner X 2 NO YES  X 5 5 NO 3 NO 

Grand Jr. Sojourner X 3 YES NO  X 4 yes NO 5 no 

Grand D of C X 3 YES NO  X 5 yes NO 4 no 

Grand Sword Bearer            

 Apron Condition Legal Replace  Collar Condition Legal Replace Sash Replace 

Grand Registrar            

Grand Lecturers X 1 YES Yes  X 1 Yes NO 2 Yes 

Grand Organist            

Grand Pursuivant X 5 yes NO  X 5 yes NO 5 NO 

Grand Piper X New 2018 YES NO  X 5 Yes NO 5 No 

Grand Tyler (Sentinel)            

 
 
REC Curtis Enerson, Chairman 
MEC Richard Glasgow 
REC William Stinson 

MEC Jerry W. Kopp – Grand Scribe E Elect                                                                                                  REPORT RECEIVED 

 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROYAL ARCH WEBSITE 
April 12, 2019 
The Website Committee Members are:   
RE Comp Terry Gould – Chairman;   
RE Comp.  Jack Drebit - Webmaster; 
RE Comp. Dave Roberts – Districts 3 & 4; 

RE Comp. Curtis Enerson – Districts 1 & 2; 
We again are pleased to report that our efforts maintaining the Website continues to be a successful resource 
with much information made available to all who visit it. The Website also archives a digital historical record of 
Capitular Masonry in Alberta as well as the resource centre for printing or copying our Grand Chapter forms, 
Annual Proceedings and the Constitution and Regulations.   We continue to appreciate the services of Rt. Ex. 
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Comp. Curtis Enerson to represent, monitor and input current information for Districts 1 & 2and Rt. Ex. Comp. 
Dave Roberts for Districts 3 & 4. 
While it was reported last year that our Webmaster Rt. Ex. Comp. Jack Drebit had formally requested to be 
replaced as the Grand Chapter Webmaster, during our research and discussions on bringing the website to 
current software standards, Rt. Ex. Jack Drebit reversed his decision and with renewed enthusiasm, has agreed to 
remain in place as our Webmaster. 
As we have reported in the past, our present website is based upon Joomla software, which was free at the time, 
but has not kept up with the changes needed to be useful with the current social media platforms.  Editing is 
complicated and requires a tech/internet guy who understands code.  Joomla also does not support smart phone 
usage nor can we load up chat forums or blog forums.  Joomla is an old work horse and we could keep it for the 
foreseeable long stretch, but our Internet provider in Vancouver has no one now who is skilled with it and our 
Webmaster seems to be the only one capable of working with the platform now set up.  Bringing someone new 
into our platform and being forced to still use Joomla will be very hard to maintain. 
Our Webmaster is now fully capable using WordPress which is the standard now in place, it is very user friendly 
and can allow cell phones to work easily with our website.  We are working on a business plan in order to 
estimate the cost to transfer our existing website to a modern website/software platform.  The cost estimate 
would show how much it would cost to have a third-party company do the work for us, and then there would be 
the estimate for our present Webmaster to do the work for us, which is expected to be a large discount from the 
market. Our Webmaster’s main working profession is as a realtor and therefore requiring him to allocate time to 
the website versus working his normal realtor job should be supported by remuneration.   
A beta version of our website using WordPress has been started.  WordPress will allow a Companion to use his 
cell phone to look up a Chapter and to use the power of Google to give him directions to the hall and to also 
phone by using the hyperlink.  The website can also be translated into any language in the world using Google 
Translate.  Password protection can be modified and established at all different levels of the website.  Each 
Chapter can go into their section and have unlimited update ability including posting pictures.  There is a new 
Forum section which will allow Companions to have interactive pages to discuss an unlimited number of topics 
and should prove to be a valuable resource going forward.   We can set up blog pages for any number of people, 
but specifically for the Grand Z, H & J and the GSE, which will allow each one to easily go into their blog page and 
type whatever they want without requiring the Webmaster’s assistance.  If required, we can also set up a 
payment system, with any one of the major avenues, such as Pay-pal, or Interac, to have Chapters send money to 
Grand Chapter.  
Bottom line is, we are close to providing the Grand Executive access to the new beta webpage, so you can see 
what it will look like.  It will mirror a lot of what we have now, since it is very functional and logical in the layout.  
The website will be fresh looking, easy to edit and work with going forward, completely modern to today’s 
needs.  Since we do not have a firm cost estimate to date, the Website Committee cannot propose a motion with 
a firm cost budget.  We do ask the Finance Committee to consider the Website for an allowance for software 
development for the 2019-2020 operating year.   
Lastly, we would to thank the Companions in our Jurisdiction for having had the opportunity to administer and 
maintain this wonderful resource. 
Fraternally submitted:  
Rt. Ex. Comp. Terry Gould - Chairman 

RAM Internet Website          REPORT RECEIVED 
 

11:00 A.M. REGISTRATION DECLARED NOW CLOSED 
Grand First Principal declared Registration closed at 11:00 AM and called the Grand Chapter from labour to 
refreshment for the space of fifteen minutes.  11:15 AM Labour resumed. 
 

FINAL REPORT OF THE CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 
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Credentials final report was as follows: 
  No. of Chapters Represented  21 
  No. of Chapters not Represented  2 
  No. of Companions in attendance 133 
  No. of Ballots issued   133 
  No. of Visiting Companions  11 
  Total No. of Companions  144 
  No. of First Principals   12 
  No. of Second Principals   9 
  No. of Third Principals   6 
  No. of Past First Principals  52 
  No. of other Chapter Officers  54 
  No. of Companions with no Office 0  
  No. of Chapters with three principals 4 
  No. of Chapters with no principals 6 
  No. of Past Grand First Principals 13 
  No. of Executives & GC Officers  35  
 
*Chapters with 3 principals in attendance: Shekinah Chapter #4; Golden West Chapter #5; Stoney Chapter #41 & 
Mountainview Chapter #42.  
 

The Credential Committee wishes to thank ME Comp Keng-Wei Chiew for appointing this committee and 
allowing us to serve him in this capacity.   
The Committee was RE Comp Brian Hall - Chairman, ME Comp Jesse Carr and ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp.  The 
Committee also wishes to thank the Grand Scribe E for all the preparations that went into the registration 
process. 
Fraternally yours, 
RE Comp Brian Hall, Chairman, 2019 Credentials Committee         REPORT RECEIVED 
 
Grand Director of Ceremonies ordered to escort MEC Don Russell to the Altar.  Grand First Principal presented a 
FIFTY-YEAR JEWEL to MEC Donald Russell.  MEC Russell thanked everyone for the presentation.  Grand Honours 
Nine times for MEC Donald Russell. 
 

2019 REPORT OF THE GRAND LECTURER SOUTH 
The Grand Lecturer South made five presentations in Chapter in the southern portion of the Province.  The first 
visit was to Keystone Chapter #13, a chapter that was re-incarnated within the last three years, and many of the 
Companions were not familiar with the floor work and wanted to ensure that they were starting off on the right 
foot.  This session was primarily used for the floor work and how the “share the word”.  Questions were asked 
and the appropriate answers were provided. 
 
The session was with Eheyeh Chapter #27 and the education was on the first sentences used when opening a 
Chapter by the three Principal Officers, that is: “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God and the 
Word was God”.  In many, the word “WORD” was not really understood as to what it meant.  With references to 
the VOTSL and querying the Web-site one can clearly understand the meaning.  Along with the explanation of 
the “WORD”, was how to approach the Altar by taking the proper steps as printed in the Royal Arch Ritual. 
A session with Alberta Chapter #1, the focus was on the “Cable Tow” of the Companions, with an explanation of 
our duties with respect to your family, vocation, chapter and being a Chapter Officer.  When becoming a Chapter 
Officer, the term volunteerism changes its meaning, whereby you have made a greater commitment of yourself 
as an officer, still keeping mind your family and vocation, which a greater priority than that of your Chapter. 
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Another session with Keystone Chapter #13 and on this occasion “Protocol” was addressed.  How to greet 
someone, titles that are used within Capitular Freemasonry, some floor movements, how to escort a dignitary 
into the East.  Many questions were asked and the Companions were quite happy with the explanations.  They 
realized also that some old habits have infiltrated into the Chapter from many different sources.  One source is 
when a Companion has arrived within this jurisdiction and using signs that are not connected with our Chapters.  
We realized that visitors may not necessarily know, but when you affiliate with our jurisdiction you are expected 
to comply, particularly when mentoring our newer Companions who are vulnerable to picking up a mentor’s 
former habits or bad habits. 
The last and final presentation was to Mountainview Chapter #42, and the presentation focused on “What has 
happened to Freemasonry”.  Many of the concordant bodies in Freemasonry are experiencing a loss in 
membership and it is threatening the continuance of our Lodges and/or Chapters.  There are many factors that 
contribute to this decline, one being that the rural population is becoming smaller and less people to draw from, 
the children are no longer interested in remaining in the rural communities, the younger generation are no 
joiners and of course meetings have become somewhat boring and therefore the interest level has dropped off.  
There is need to inject worthwhile education into the Chapter programs and as many of us know that we do not 
have to look too far for valuable resources.  The VOTSL, Rituals and the Constitution can provide that education.  
Some of the ritual work can be referenced to the VOTSL, try it sometime you find it quite interesting. 
Jerry W. Kopp – Grand Lecturer South             REPORT RECEIVED 
 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FUTURE CONVOCATION 

 
Before the report was presented, he acknowledged the work of MEC Jerry W. Kopp with the take over as Grand 
Scribe E and the help in finding a new location for our Grand Convocation.  He was described as a tireless worker. 
 
This Committee has checked with several hotel complexes within Calgary, Edmonton & Red Deer and many of 
these would be ideal locations, however their bids were quite high.  Some thought was given to holding the 
Convocation at Edmonton Freemasons Hall, however parking availability on the Friday & Saturday sessions 
became an issue as the adjacent parking is also available to the public.  The nearest hotel to the Freemasons Hall 
has daily parking at $20.00, when added to the daily hotel rates becomes too expensive for some of the 
Companions.  Details of the hotel selection will be shared at the Annual Convocation once the report has been 
finalized for submission.  We expect that will be contained in the Preliminary Proceedings that will be distributed 
at the Convocation. 
Discussion:  1. Question as to whether we are paying more for the meeting rooms, answer yes. 
              2. Would there be an increase in the rooms if taken over a five-year period, Yes about $5.00 
          3. No further questions. 
MOTION:  MEC Donald Gillies moved and seconded REC Brian Wik that the Grand Chapter of Alberta 

approve the movement of the Grand Convocation to the Cambridge Inn in Red Deer for one 
year.  CARRIED  

 
 
MEC Wally Watts presented the undernoted Notice of Motions. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS 
SECTION – LIFE MEMBERSHIP IN A CHAPTER 

JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE 
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REQUEST: The Jurisprudence Sub-Committee has been requested to examine the Section on Life 
Membership in a Chapter with respect to the sustainability of Life Memberships. 

WHEREAS: With the decline in Financial Institution interest rates the interest earned on Life Membership 
accounts is no longer keeping pace with the rising dues & fees over the long period.  

WHEREAS: The multiplier would need to be increased substantially to cover rising costs and increasingly 
longer durations making Life Memberships financially restrictive. 

WHEREAS: Many concordant bodies of Freemasonry have reviewed their policies on Life Memberships and 
found them to be unsustainable and no longer offer Life Memberships to their members with no 
negative impact from the membership.  

THEREFORE: The Jurisprudence Sub-Committee recommends that the issuance of Life memberships cease 
effective the date of the 2019 Grand convocation and that all existing memberships remain in 
effect in accordance with their present terms. Articles 3.73, 3.74, and 3.75 be deleted and Article 
3.76 be modified by deleting the words "Upon payment of the proper Life Membership fee a 
member:" and replacing with "A Member who presently holds a Life Membership".  

RESOLUTION: The Jurisprudence Sub-Committee moves that Articles 3.73, 3.74, and 3.75 be deleted and Article 
3.76 be modified by deleting the words "Upon payment of the proper Life Membership fee a 
member:" and replacing with "A Member who presently holds a Life Membership". 

AMENDED ARTICLES 3.73, 3.74, 3.75, and 3.76 TO READ ONCE APPROVED 
3.73 Deleted (effective Convocation May 11, 2019) 
3.74 Deleted (effective Convocation May 11, 2019) 
3.75 Deleted (effective Convocation May 11, 2019) 
3.76 A Member who presently holds a Life Membership: 

3.76.1 is entitled, subject to any disciplinary proceedings which may be taken against him, to life 
membership in the Chapter;   

 3.76.2 shall not thereafter be obligated to pay the regular membership dues of that Chapter; 
3.76.3 is entitled to a certificate of Life Membership from the Grand Chapter at the expense of 

the Chapter; and 
3.76.4 is not entitled to the return of all or any portion of the Life Membership fee should he 

cease for whatever reason to be a member of the Chapter 
MOTION Seconded by REC Neil White. 
 
DISCUSSION: Nil 

MOTION:  CARRIED  

 
AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS - Articles 3.85 and 3.86 

Keystone Chapter #12 
REQUEST: The Jurisprudence Sub-Committee has been requested to examine Keystone Chapter Notice of 

Motion to amend Article 3.85 and 3.86 with respect to which degree Royal Arch Mason business 
can be conducted. 

Whereas: Keystone Chapter has followed the proper procedure and provided copies of the Chapter Notice 
c/w Notice of Motion  and a signed copy of the meeting minutes reflecting the reading of, 
discussion of, favourable ballot and the required signatures by the first Principal and Scribe "E" 
approving the Notice of Motion. 

 
Whereas: The Jurisprudence Committee has reviewed the Notice of Motion and find that the Motion is in 

proper form and supported by their rational for the change and as such see no reason it cannot be 
presented to the membership at the Grand Convocation.  
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Present Regulation Wording of Article 3.85: 
All business except the MMM and MEM Degree shall be conducted in the HRA Degree. 

Amended Wording: 
All regular business, including the election of Officers, may be conducted in either a Lodge of 
MMM, a Lodge of MEM or in a Chapter of HRA. 

Present Regulation Wording of Article 3.86: 
When the Degree of MMM or MEM is to be conferred at a regular convocation, the Chapter shall 
be opened in the HRA Degree and then closed and a Lodge of the appropriate Degree be opened 
for the work and closed in due form. 

Amended Wording: 
When a MMM or MEM Degree is to be conferred at a regular convocation, The Chapter shall be 
opened in the Lodge  appropriate to that Degree at the Chapter's discretion.  Furthermore, each 
Chapter shall be required encouraged to open each Degree at least once during the Chapter year 
to maintain the integrity and knowledge of the Degrees. 

 
SECONDED by VEC Robert Cantwell  
 
MOTION TO AMEND THE MOTION:  Ex Comp Kyle Scott moved that the motion be amended by removing the 
word “required and insert the word “encouraged”, then to read to “shall be encouraged”.  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Motion as amended 
MOTION: CARRIED 

 

Scrutineers Report: 
 

Chairman – MEC David Grange reported the results of the Election: 
   

• Grand First Principal – REC Rod Ponech – North Star #2 – Elected by acclamation 

• Grand Second Principal – REC Gerald Waldern – Shekinah #4 – Elected by acclamation 

• Grand Third Principal – REC Jeff Knight – Cold Lake #39  

• Grand Treasurer – REC Donald Murray – Harmony #24 – Elected by acclamation 

• Grand Scribe E – MEC Jerry W. Kopp – Strathmore #21 & Eheyeh #27 Elected by acclamation 

• Grand Principal Sojourner – EC Glen Springsteel – Golden West #5 – Elected by acclamation  

• Grand Scribe Nehemiah – REC Tony Taylor – Wapiti #34 –  

• Grand Executive: 

o REC Barry Hanna – Hillvue Chapter  #15 Elected by Acclamation 

o REC Barry Horner – Shekinah Chapter #4 Elected by Acclamation 

o REC Wes Johnson – Stoney Chapter  #41 Elected by Acclamation 

o REC Robert Taylor – North Star Chapter #2 Elected by Acclamation 

o REC Neil White – Capital City Chapter #13 Elected by Acclamation 

 

12:15 PM Grand Chapter went from Labour to Refreshment till 1:30 PM 
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AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS - ARTICLE 1.9 
Strathmore Chapter #21 

Request: The Jurisprudence Sub-Committee has been requested to examine Strathmore Chapter #21 Notice 
of Motion to amend Article 1.9 with respect to the required qualifications to be nominated to the 
Grand Chapter Office of Grand Z, Grand H, or Grand J. 

Whereas: Strathmore Chapter has followed the proper procedure and provided copies of the Chapter Notice 
c/w Notice of Motion and a signed copy of the Meeting Minutes reflecting the Motion 
amendment, acceptance of the amended Motion and the required signatures of the First Principal 
and Scribe "E". 

Whereas: The Jurisprudence Committee has reviewed the Notice of Motion and find that the Motion is in 
proper form and supported by the required documentation and as such see no reason it cannot 
be presented to the membership at the Grand Convocation. 

Present Wording: 
Any Mason who is a Past Z and is a member of a Chapter in the Jurisdiction is eligible to hold an 
elective office in Grand Chapter or the Executive Committee and may be nominated by any 
member of Grand Chapter; a member may not be nominated to more than one office. 

Amended Wording: 
Any Mason who  is a Past Grand District Superintendent and is a member of a Chapter in this 
Jurisdiction is eligible to hold the office of a Grand Principal and any Mason who is a Past Z and is a 
member of a Chapter in this Jurisdiction is eligible for all other elective offices in the Grand 
Chapter or Executive Committee and may be nominated by any member of the Grand Chapter, a 
member may not be nominated to more than one office. 

  MOTION: ___________ CARRIED or DEFEATED _____X______ 

 
Greetings from Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of South Dakota MEC George Bauder PGHP and Grand 
Secretary. 
 
Greetings from the Grand Lodge of Alberta – RWBro Terry Murray Junior Grand Warden on behalf of MWBro 
Kenn Culbertson. 
. 

REPORT ON THE COMMITTEE ON THE GRAND FIRST PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 
We have reviewed the Address of Most Excellent Companion Keng-Wei Chiew and join with in joining in with the 
2019 Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta and in reviewing we have 
nothing but admirations for his accomplishments, the dispensations issued we find them within is authority, his 
visitation and activities showed a great appreciation of Royal Arch Masonry in Alberta in general and this 
jurisdiction in particular,  As you have heard he has dedicated a lot time to looking after Royal arch to his Districts 
and in general, he has a very lengthy list of visitations and which show his dedication and concern for the Craft.  
To the Past PZ MEC Duncan Strachan, you may have to share the honour of sharing the longest report.  On behalf 
of the Past Grand First Principals of the Jurisdiction, congratulations and we looking forward to you assisting in 
the future and joining our ranks.   
Fraternally yours, MEC Donald Russell – Chairman and all the Past Grand First Principals. 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Companions: I submit this report to the 2019 Grand First Principal and the Grand Chapter of Alberta. Firstly, we 
the members of this committee wish to thank our Grand “Z” for appointing us to this very important committee. 
The membership of the Grand Chapter of Alberta is our strength. Without the efforts of each of you, and your 
Chapters we cannot grow. I am proud to say that the enthusiasm in Royal Arch is gaining momentum. A number 
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of Chapters that I am involved with are having groups of 6 to 8 Brothers going through the degrees in our order. 
The Drumheller Field Day for 2019 has one of the larger groups of Masons taking the MMM and MEM Degrees 
this coming September. These are very positive actions within Alberta Capitular Masonry. We have some 
Chapters requiring support and assistance from sister Chapters, but it is no fault of theirs because of a lack of 
trying to grow their numbers. 
The Membership Committee has not had any formal meeting over the past year but working with a number of 
Companions and Chapters we have been using an excerpt out of the MMM Degree excluding secrets and giving a 
brief presentation to Craft Lodges. The nights we have performed these presentations, have resulted in receiving 
Petitions for Exaltation for various chapters in Districts three and four. These presentations along with a brief 
explanation by MEC Dave Boone have brought forward interest, if not petitions, just queries about Royal Arch 
Masonry. 
 It is good to see our Pamphlet being used in various Masonic Hall throughout the province and if any of the 
Companions require more please feel free to contact me and I will ensure you get the number you require.  
On behalf of myself MEC Duncan Strachan, REC Dave Roberts REC Don Anderson and our newly acquired 
member VEC Robert Cantwell we thank you for allowing us to sit on this committee and contribute in some way 
to the success of Royal Arch Masonry within the Grand Chapter of Alberta. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

MEC Duncan Strachan, Chair of M&LRPC       REPORT RECEIVED 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HONOURS & AWARDS 
The Honours & Awards Committee were extremely pleased with the number of nominations received for the 
Alberta Distinguished Service Awards for 2019.   We had received five nominations and the final selection was 
made and the award will be presented at the Grand Chapter Annual Convocation Banquet.  The recipient is VEC 
Charles Slater from North Star Chapter #2, Edmonton.  The Committee encourages the Chapters to re-submit 
their nominees for next year.  The Committee encourages all the Chapters to be involved in finding nominees for 
this aware, surely there are a lot of deserving Companions for this award within your Chapters.  Congratulations 
of VEC Charles Slater. 
MEC David Hongisto, Chairman 

REC Jack Drebit           REPORT RECEIVED 
 

 
PRESENTATION OF HONOURARY GRAND FIRST PRINCIPAL’S CERTIFICATES 

 
Presentation of Past Honourary Grand First Principal to be presented to MEC Joseph Angel – Saskatchewan and 
MEC Guy Mayberry – Grand High Priest of Montana. 
 

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
Nil 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

No general business was brought before this Grand Convocation
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GRAND CHAPTER RECESSED AT 12:00 PM TO RESUME AT 1:15 PM 

 
GRAND CHAPTER CALLED ON AGAIN AT 1:15 PM 

 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 

The Installation of Grand Chapter Officers commenced under the direction of ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp, with the 
following Past Grand First Principals assisting: 
      Installing GZ   ME Comp J.W. Kopp 
     Installing GH   ME Comp D. E. Boone 
      Installing GJ   ME Comp D. Strachan 
      Installing Chaplain  ME Comp D. B. Russell 
     Installing D of C  ME Comp D. A. Gillies 
And with the assistance of  ME Comp G. E. Tetzloff, ME Comp E. J. Carr, ME Comp R. Glasgow, 
      ME Comp E. W. Weigelt. ME Comp D. Hongisto and ME Comp W. J. Watts  
GZ MEC Rod Ponech  Installed by ME Comp J.W. Kopp & RE Comp R. Taylor 
IPGZ MEC Keng-Wei Chiew Invested by ME Comp Rod Ponech 
GH Obligation    ME Comp D.E. Boone 
GJ  Obligation     ME Comp D. E. Boone  
GH REC Gerald Waldern  Installed by ME Comp D.E. Boone 
GJ REC Jeff Knight  Installed by ME Comp D. Strachan 
The Grand District Superintendents were obligated and installed by ME Comp E. W. Weigelt 
 District #1 RE Comp John Harper 
 District #2 RE Comp Hank Gerow 
 District #3 RE Comp Kurtis Frederick 
 District #4 RE Comp Wayne King 
The following Grand Officers are remaining in office and were confirmed: 
 Grand Treasurer RE Comp Donald H. Murray 
 Grand Scribe Ezra RE Comp Jerry W. Kopp 
 Grand Lecturer (North) VE Comp Brian Wik 
 Grand Lecturer (South) ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp 
 Grand Historian RE Comp George B. Tapley 
 Grand Sword Bearer VE Comp James King 
 Grand Organist VE Comp Robert J. Harrison 
 Grand Webmaster RE Comp Jack W. Drebit 
The following Grand Officers were invested: 
 Grand Scribe Nehemiah RE Comp Tony Taylor 
 Grand Principal Sojourner RE Comp Glenn Springsteel 
 Grand Registrar RE Comp Brian Hall 
 Grand Chaplain VE Comp Douglas Wade 
 Grand Senior Sojourner VE Comp Robert Cantwell 
 Grand Junior Sojourner VE Comp Mike Howard 
 Grand Director of Ceremonies VE Comp Robert McRae 
 Grand Pursuivant VE Comp David Winfield 
 VE Grand Tyler Comp Nestor Kwasnycia 
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The General Charge was then delivered by ME Comp Leif Hansen 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE GRAND FIRST PRINCIPAL  

 

ME Comp Rod Ponech 
Grand First Principal 2019-2020 

 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 
 
What a glorious day this has been, and what an incredible honor and responsibility you have bestowed upon 
your newly installed and invested Grand Chapter Officers. On behalf of all the Companions who have so willingly 
and eagerly assumed this responsibility, let me offer our pledge to you that we will devote our utmost endeavors 
to fulfilling our responsibilities. 
 
Of equal importance is the need to recognize those Companions who have charted the course which we now 
follow. To Most Excellent Companion Keng-Wei Chew, and to each of the Grand Chapter Officers who have 
completed his year of service to the Royal Craft, on behalf of all of the Companions in this Jurisdiction, thank you. 
Somehow that simple phrase seems far too inadequate to express the feelings we all share as we look back on 
the thousands of hours, not to mention the tens of thousands of kilometers of travel you have undertaken to 
shepherd our Royal and Ancient Craft during the past twelve months. 
 
Capitular Masonry in Alberta remains a strong, relevant, and dynamic force in the lives of our membership, and 
this is as a result of your dedication and devoted service. Each of you have let your light shine before all of us, 
you have let us see your good works, and for that we must also give thanks to our Creator for guiding you in your 
efforts.  
 
We need to pause also to thank the Companions from our visiting Jurisdictions for taking the time and making 
the effort to be with us over the past several days. The demands placed on Grand Chapter Officers and 
Jurisdictional Representatives are extremely onerous and we all realize that an inter-jurisdictional visit requires a 
personal sacrifice on your part. Your attendance here means much to us, and your presence signifies your 
dedication to our Fraternity as one which transcends man-made borders. To each of you, we offer another 
inadequate thank you. 
 
On a personal note, let me begin by thanking the Companions of my Mother Chapter. The basic element of The 
Holy Royal Arch is the Chapter and I want to publicly thank the members of North Star #2 for their support here 
this afternoon and for all of the encouragement and assistance they have afforded me in the past. I know I can 
count on their continued support this year.  
 
No married man can ever deny that his achievements and success are shared with, if not attributable to his wife. 
The emotions I feel and the deep gratitude I owe to my wife and family, are impossible to put into words. I will 
try to express them in some way to my dear wife Marilyn, my daughters, sons-in-law and grandchildren. Their 
support and encouragement make anything possible. 
 
To the Royal Arch Masons of Alberta, we must all recognize that during the many years that we have devoted our 
time, talent, and efforts to Masonry, each of us in this room and throughout Freemasonry have come to the 
realization that without the love and support of those nearest and dearest to us, such service would be 
impossible. To my family in particular, who have sacrificed much to make this day possible for me, and to the 
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families of each Companion in this Jurisdiction, I can only relate how much your support has meant to us, and 
assure you that our appreciation is sincerely felt. 
 
As I think of family and in general, Freemasonry, my thoughts turn not only to my brothers-in law Bob and Tom 
Taylor who signed my petition 51 years ago when I was engaged to their sister, but also to my father-in-law, 
Bruce Taylor. Companion Taylor welcomed me into his family and into his world of Masonry. Bruce personally 
raised me to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. The symbolism of that event and his impact on my life will 
stay with me forever. To Bruce Taylor, I know you are listening, and I promise I will do all in my power to not fail 
your spirit this year. 
 
Now, let me take a moment and combine all of these personal observations with some other Masonic related 
factors. My wife and I met through Job’s Daughters and DeMolay. She is a Past Honored Queen and I am a Past 
Master Councilor. Marilyn went on into Eastern Star and served as Worthy Matron of Allenby # 38 in the same 
year that I was Master of Acacia #11. Now that was a busy year!  
 
From the concordant body side, I have served as Commander in Chief of the Alberta Consistory of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons and am a Shriner. I am also a member of the Cryptic Rite, the Red Cross of 
Constantine and currently am honored to serve as the Presiding Preceptor of Edmonton #46, Knights Templar. I 
also served the Grand Lodge of Alberta as Grand Master. 
 
“So what?” you may ask. What does this personal history have to do with my role as the Grand First Principal of 
Royal Arch Masons in the Grand Jurisdiction of Alberta? What it means, and what I want everyone to fully 
understand, is that I wholeheartedly support the family of Masonic organizations. I strongly believe in the 
importance of cordial relationships with concordant bodies, and I place a very high emphasis on the need for 
cooperation and coordination among all of the groups which contribute to the extended family of Freemasonry. 
 
The story of Royal Arch Masonry would be incomplete without including the stories of the DeMolay, the Job’s 
Daughters, the Eastern Star, the various York Rite Bodies, the Scottish Rite, the Shrine, as well as the Ladies’ and 
Auxiliary Groups. And overriding the family of Masonic organizations is our allegiance to the Grand Lodge of 
Alberta and to the Grand Master, my good friend, Most Worshipful Brother Kenn Culbertson. 
 
So ….. thinking now of the whole of the Masonic Fraternity, and in particular Royal Arch Masons, I ponder ….. 
what story do we want to tell? Not one of Secrecy and Suspicion! We want to convey to all Albertans, to our 
friends, our neighbors, and our co-workers, the contributions which our Fraternity, in its many forms, have made 
and are continuing to make to society in general and to this Province in particular. 
 
Royal Arch Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction is a unique and diverse organization. The geographical differences, 
not to mention the distance between Medicine Hat in the southeast and Grande Prairie in the northwest, 
between Frank in the southwest and Cold Lake in the northeast, and from Ft. McMurray in the north to the deep 
south of our Province, dictate that Masonry will vary in form though not in substance. Rural, urban, and even 
isolated community factors affect, and in many ways, determine, the activities of, and the possibilities for, our 
many Chapters. 
 
Economic differences on a regional basis bring certain sectors of our Jurisdiction into prominence and diminish 
the prosperity in others. Population and economic activity are constantly shifting in Alberta. As Westerners and 
as Royal Arch Masons, we have observed and adapted to the ebbs and flows of our region. However, throughout 
this Jurisdiction, our Companions remain optimistic and will continue to carry that positive “western attitude” 
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forward. 
 
The history of our Craft for the last 140 years in Alberta has been one of facing, then conquering, frontiers. Our 
first Craft Lodges arrived in this region with the early Northwest Mounted Police Detachments as they brought 
law and order, civilization, and moral truths to a previously lawless area of the Dominion of Canada. As the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad and the Canadian National Railroad brought settlers, agricultural market penetration, 
and small settlements to the west, they also brought the spread of Freemasonry across vast regions of previously 
isolated landscape. 
 
Masonry, and very quickly Capitular Masonry, grew and prospered in our urban centers and continued to spread 
west, then north, as the Peace River region was opened to development and settlement. Most recently, we have 
seen rapid and significant developments in the North and our Chapters have followed and provided leadership in 
communities such as Fort McMurray. Our history is one of reaching into the uncharted frontiers of our nation 
and assisting, if not leading, communities and people in the spread of good-will and brotherhood as the need 
arises. 
 
We, in today’s Royal Arch Chapters, must ever remain cognizant of this rich history. We must constantly recall 
the contributions of those who have gone before us, and must work diligently to carry the lessons and teachings 
of our venerable science into each corner of our ever-widening realm of influence. We have recognized needs 
over the decades, and have performed our “good works” to the benefit of all mankind. Opportunities for service 
and moral influence exist today as they have in the past, and it is incumbent on every Companion to continue 
this historic tradition of leadership and service, making the future as bright and promising as our past has been. 
 
Yes, we want to let our light so shine before men, that they may see our good works. And no, we do not want to 
stay in the limelight and become known only for our good works. We are not, and must never become, “just 
another service club.” Our Fraternity is based on personal development, morality, truth, cooperation, and good-
will among all mankind. This has been our purpose throughout the ages and must remain our focus into the 
future. Today I challenge each of you to answer the question – am I doing my part in Royal Arch Masonry’s noble 
purpose? 
 
I will however suggest this. We have often been told that the way to increase our profile or expand our 
membership is to live our individual lives in such an exemplary fashion that others will observe us and attempt to 
emulate what we do and who we are. It is imperative that others know and recognize us as Royal Arch Masons if 
they are to realize that the individual whom they observe, the one whom they admire or strive to emulate, is a 
better person for his membership in a Chapter. 
 
My Companions, yours is in fact, the face of the Royal Arch – please put a smile on that face, let the world 
observe that ours is a harmonious and fraternal order. I am further charging each Chapter in this Jurisdiction to 
assume its most handsome face. Let us make this the year when our Lodge buildings and Temples look their very 
best. Spruce up the paint, tidy up the grounds, brighten up the signs and symbols on your Chapter homes, and 
the entrances to our communities. 
 
In your community, if there is a sign at the entrance to the town or village announcing the existence of a service 
club or a restaurant, ensure that there is an even more impressive sign identifying your community as one which 
is blessed with a Royal Arch Chapter. If the sign on main-street identifies the fact that there is a Church of a given 
denomination three blocks west, be sure that there is a sign also indicating that there is a Masonic Lodge Hall 
one block east. 
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I am excited about the prospects of this year; I am encouraged by the pockets of high energy and activity and by 
the influx of young men into a number of our Chapters; and I am confident that our successes and growth 
patterns can be replicated in many more locations in the Jurisdiction. The enthusiasm is there, it is just below the 
surface in many cases, and by working together and sharing our successes, we can, and will, accomplish much 
this year. 
 
On a cautionary note, while we are encouraged by the number of younger men who are petitioning and being 
accepted into our Chapters, we must also recognize the challenges which these Companions represent. They are 
young, they are enthusiastic, and they are well educated and very knowledgeable about their place in an ever- 
expanding world of technology and information.  
 
These “new” Companions must be encouraged and involved in our Chapters. It is imperative that they be led into 
active roles in our Royal Craft as they are our future, and therefore must play an expanded role of influence and 
participation in the shaping of Capitular Masonry for the decades ahead. Mentorship and guidance are needed – 
and that is your responsibility. Their involvement and commitment will ultimately depend on your example. 
 
I believe that we have moved towards this goal with the selection of this year’s Grand Chapter Officers. The men 
chosen represent a balance between those with outstanding Royal Arch Experience and dedication to our 
principles, sitting alongside younger men who have a great Capitular future. 
 
The pockets of vital enthusiasm and growth which we see in our Jurisdiction must be encouraged and emulated 
as models for other sectors; however, we must also be realistic and recognize that there are also areas where 
Chapters are just barely hanging on. While our utmost energy must be devoted to assisting and supporting these 
Chapters, efforts must also continue in the various Districts to ensure that in the unfortunate circumstance 
where a Chapter chooses to go dark, amalgamations and the accommodation of members are undertaken in an 
orderly fashion to avoid its members effectively being orphaned. 
 
Royal Arch Masonry is not a static institution. It grows and declines in predictable cycles. Changes occur, 
Chapters come into being, and Chapters depart into our history, some to eventually re-emerge. The Holy Royal 
Arch however does not change; it remains as the messenger of goodness, kindness, morality and generosity. Its 
place in our society remains vital and society’s need for us remains constant. How about taking the time to help 
someone less fortunate than ourselves, or calling a lonely member, or visiting our ill and aged members? 
 
Let’s make this the year that our Youth Endowment Fund takes the next steps in its development and structures 
its operations in a way that donations from groups and individuals are qualified for Casino approval and 
charitable receipts. I sincerely trust that this will become a priority for the Fund and for our Finance Committee.    
 
Companions, for the past few years we have been encouraged, and have been reminded that “the key to success 
lies within us.”  We have been admonished to study, and to participate. Well we have done it, we are a success, 
and we have been approved, so now, let our good works be seen. We are Royal Arch Masons and Royal Arch 
Masonry is a strong and vibrant institution of moral and dedicated men. We have much to celebrate and to 
share. 
 
Let’s celebrate this year. No more doom and gloom, no more lamenting on “how it was.” No negativity at all. 
Ours is a wonderful Fraternity, one which so many could greatly benefit from, one which contributes to the very 
thread of society, and one which brings each one of us great personal joy and peace. It is time to share all of this 
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and our optimism for the future. 
 
I look forward to visiting your Chapters and invite you to join us as the Officers travel throughout the Province. I 
will endeavor to keep an updated schedule on our website. 
Once again, I thank-you for placing your confidence in me as your Grand First Principal. Now let’s get on with the 
practice of our gentle art in Capitular Masonry, and as you will often be reminded this year: 
 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works.” 
 

Grand First Principal 2019-2010 

 

 
MEC Roderick B.  Ponech 

 

 

THIS GRAND CHAPTER CLOSED IN PEACE AND HARMONY AT 3:15 PM 

 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 

 

NEXT REGUALR CONVOCATION MAY 8 & 9, 2020 IN THE CAMBRIDGE HOTEL  

RED DEER, ALBERTA 

 

Jerry W. Kopp 
Jerry W. Kopp, Grand Scribe Ezra 
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GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 
Very Back Row: VEC Doug Wade – Grand Chaplain; REC Wes Johnson – Grand  Exec; REC Wayne King – GDS#4; REC Kurtis Fredrick – 

GDS#3; REC Terry Gould – Grand  Exec; VEC David Winfield – Grand Pursuivant; REC Brian Wik – Grand Lecturer North; VEC Robert 

McRae – Grand Director of Ceremonies; REC Brant Irwin – Grand Exec; Middle Row L to R: Comp Craig MacKay – V Ex Grand Piper; 

VEC James King – Grand Sword Bearer; REC John Harper GDS#1; REC George Tapley – Grand Historian; REC Larry Watson – Grand 

Exec; VEC Robert Cantwell – Grand Senior Sojourner; REC Glenn Springsteel – Grand Principal Sojourner; REC Tony Taylor – Grand 

Scribe N; VEC Jaime Wong – Grand Exec; VEC Michael Howard – Junior Grand Sojourner; REC James Hunt – Grand Exec; VEC Kim 

Greenizen – Grand Exec; Seated L to R: VECC Bob Harrison – Grand Organist; REC Hank Gerow – GDS#2; MEC Jerry W. Kopp – Grand 

Scribe E & Grand Lecturer South; REC Donald Murray – Grand Treasurer; REC Gerald Waldern – Grand H; MEC Rod Ponech – Grand Z; 

REC Jeff Knight – Grand J; MEC Donald Russell – Grand Exec; MEC Lyle Dowdell – Grand Scribe E Emeritus and REC Robert Taylor – 

Grand Exec. 

 

PAST GRAND FIRST PRINCIPALS AND GRAND COUNCIL 

2019-2020 

 
Back Row L to R: MEC Don Gillies – 2004; MEC David Hongisto – 2005; MEC Norm Downs – 2014; MEC Wally Watts – 2012; MEC Keng-

Wei Chiew – 2018; MEC Bryce Dougan – 2003; MEC David Boone – 2011; MEC Eric Weigelt – 2007; MEC Gerry Tetzloff – 2002; MEC 

Duncan Strachan – 2016; MEC Richard Glasgow – 2009; MEC Jesse Carr – 1991; Seated L to R: MEC Donald Russell – 2001; REC Donald 

Murray Grand Treasurer; REC Gerald Waldern – Grand H; MEC Rod Ponech – 2019 GZ; REC Jeff Knight – Grand J; MEC Jerry W. Kopp 

– 2011 & Grand Scribe E; MEC Lyle Dowdell – 1999 & Grand Scribe E ‘Emeritus’ 
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Grand First Principal’s Chinese New Year Banner 2019 

 

 

GRAND DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS AND GRAND COUNCIL 

2019-2020 

 

                                       
Seated L to R: REC Donald Murray – Grand Treasurer; REC Gerald Waldern – Grand H; MEC Rod Ponech – Grand Z; REC Jeff Knight – 

Grand J; MEC Jerry W. Kopp – Grand Scribe E; Back Row L to R: REC Hank Gerow – GDS #2; REC Kurtis Fredricks – GDS #3 and REC 

John Harper – GDS#1; Missing: REC Wayne King GDS #4 

 

    

 

                                 Grand First Principal’s Fundraiser for Youth Endowment Fund     

                               
                                                                    Baseball Cap Sales
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  PAST GRAND FIRST                

PRINCIPALS 

    

         SINCE ORGANIZATION MAY 29 1914     

 NAME YEAR  NAME YEAR  NAME YEAR 

 *SY Taylor 1914  *G Grieve 1954  *P Fairbridge 1994 

 *JN Ranking 1915  *CW Lilley 1955  *LA McKercher 1995 

 *FS Watson 1916  *FL Colwell 1956  *AC Edstrom 1996 

 *R Patterson 1917  *BC Jakeman 1957  *DA Bruce 1997 

 *AR Dickson 1918  *AF Lissack 1958  +WW Patton 1998 

 *MM Downey 1919  *CM Laverty 1959  LC Dowdell 1999 

 *NT MacLeod 1920  *HB Wilkes 1960  *S Harbin 2000 

 * H Darling 1921  *LB McCoomb 1961  DB Russell 2001 

 *GB MacLeod 1922  *N Scheer 1962  GE Tetzloff 2002 

 *WT Coote 1923  *WN Martin 1963  DB Dougan 2003 

 *JE Johnston 1924  *LJ Daniels 1964  DA Gillies 2004 

 *SH Middleton 1925  *WB Ruff 1965  JD Hongisto 2005 

 *EG Ironside 1926  *HJ McCoy 1966  TA Drolet 2006 

 *WM McNabb 1927  *GD Chattaway 1967  EW Weigelt 2007 

 *FS Selwood 1928  *AC Gunning 1968  *JA Lore 2008 

 *JR Flan 1929  *AJ James 1969  RG Glasgow 2009 

 *JWG Morrison 1930  *A Haines 1970  DE Boone 2010 

 *JA McGhee 1931  *C Duthie 1971  JW Kopp 2011 

 *JV Follett 1932  *OP Thomas 1972  WJ Watts 2012 

 *A West 1933  *FRE Mulder 1973  *DC Switzer 2013 

 *A Davison 1934  *PJ Kendal 1974  NE Downs 2014 

 *WE Mercer 1935  *JR Doherty 1975  *MR Rogers 2015 

 *H Sandilands 1936  *C Farvolden 1976  D Strachan 2016 

 *CH Minchin 1937  *E Tyler 1977  *J Bronius 2017 

 *AB McCurdy 1938  *JC Hildebrandt 1978  K-W Chiew    2018 

 *WHB Bell 1939  *MR Harper 1979   2019 

 *WH Scott 1940  *D Purnell 1980   2020 

 *WB Way 1941  *JD Lee 1981   2021 

 *JE Rannard 1942  *SH Scott 1982   2022 

 *EG Ellerton 1943  *EL Boyd 1983   2023 

 *FJ Hand 1944  *AL Wadstein 1984   2024 

 *TJ Cumberland 1945  M Gushaty 1985   2025 

 *RM Lambertson 1946  *JR Crawford 1986    

 *WA Irving 1947  *JM Bremner 1987    

 *AL Williams 1948  *RL Costigan 1988    

 *JL Innes 1949  *NF Oslund 1989    

 *HE Bentley 1950  *AO Aspeslet 1990    

 *A Peart 1951  EJ Carr 1991    

 *F Mayer 1952  *D Neill 1992    

 *AG Acton 1953  *WA Brown 1993  
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GRAND SCRIBE EZRAS SINCE ORGANIZATION 
  *M. Downey .............................................................. 1914-1916 
  *J.E. Johnson ............................................................. 1917-1921 
  *E.G. Ironside ............................................................ 1922-1924 
  *C.R. Wentzell ........................................................... 1925-1932 
  *C.A. McPherson ....................................................... 1933-1945 
  *H. Bentley ................................................................ 1946-1948 
  *F.J. Band ................................................................... 1949-1950 
  *H. Bentley ................................................................ 1951-1952 
  *F.J. Band ................................................................... 1953-1971 
  *C Glover ................................................................... 1972-1973 
  *L.J. Daniels ............................................................... 1973-1981 
    M. Gushaty .............................................................. 1981-1983 
  *S.H. Scott ................................................................. 1983-1992  
  *S.H.Scott .......................................................... 1992 - Emeritus 
    L.C. Dowdell ............................................................. 1992-2004 
                L.C. Dowdell ..................................................... 2004 - Emeritus 
  *M.R. Rogers .......................................................... 2004 – 2018 
      J.W. Kopp. ............................................... 2018 – 2019 Pro Tem 
    J.W. Kopp ........................................................ 2019 to present 
  *   Deceased                                    +   Demitted 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
  REC  ................................................................ Gerald Waldern Grand Second Principal, Chairman 
  MEC .......................................................... Roderick B. Ponech Grand First Principal 
  REC ......................................................................... Jeff Knight Grand Third Principal 
  REC ............................................................. Donald H. Murray Grand Treasurer 
  MEC ................................................................. Lyle C. Dowdell Grand Scribe Ezra, Emeritus 
  REC .................................................................... Jerry W. Kopp Grand Scribe Ezra  
  REC. .................................................................. Antony Taylor  Grand Scribe Nehemiah 
  REC .............................................................. Glenn Springsteel Grand Principal Sojourner 
  REC ...................................................................... John Harper Grand Superintendent District #1 
  REC ...................................................................... Hank Gerow Grand Superintendent District #2 
  REC ................................................................. Kurtis Frederick Grand Superintendent District #3 
  REC. ...................................................................... Wayne King Grand Superintendent District #4 
  All Past Grand Z's by virtue of their Office. 

 
ELECTED BY GRAND CHAPTER TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COUNCIL 

  VEC.  .................................................................... Jaime Wong One Year remaining 
  REC. ...................................................................John Maloney One Year Remaining 
  REC. ...................................................................... James Hunt One Year Remaining 
  REC. ................................................................... James Wilson One Year Remaining 
  REC.  ...............................................................Larry R. Watson One Year Remaining 
  REC.  ................................................................... Wes Johnson Two Year Term 
  REC. ..................................................................... Barry Hanna Two Year Term 
  REC ..................................................................... Barry Horner Two Year Term 
  REC. ................................................................... Robert Taylor Two Year Term 
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  REC ..................................................................... Neil G. White Two Year Term 
 

APPOINTED TO THE GRAND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BY THE GRAND FIRST PRINCIPAL 
  VEC. .................................................................. Kim Greenizen Crescent #24 
  REC  ................................................................. James Carswell Golden West #5 
  REC.  ...................................................................... Brant Irwin Shekinah #4 
  VEC.  .................................................................. Patrick Clarke Lebanon #38 
  VEC. .......................................................................... John Hart Strathmore #21 
 

APPPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS 
Grand Registrar ..........   RE Comp. ............................. Brian Hall Capital City #13 
Grand Chaplain ..........   VE Comp. ......................... Doug Wade Eheyeh #27 
Grand Lecturer (North)  VE Comp. ............................. Brian Wik North Star #2  
Grand Lecturer (South)  ME Comp. ..................... Jerry W. Kopp Strathmore #21 
Grand Historian ..........   RE Comp. ................. George B. Tapley Golden West #5 
Grand Senior Sojourner  VE Comp. .................. Robert Cantwell Keystone #12 
Grand Junior Sojourner  VE Comp. .................. Michael Howard Alberta #1 
Grand Sword Bearer...   VE Comp. .......................... James King Shekinah #4 
Grand Direct of Ceremonies VE Comp  ..................... Robert McRae Cold Lake #39 
Grand Organist ...........   VE Comp. ..............  Robert J. Harrison Stoney #41 
VE Grand Piper ...........   Comp. ........................... Craig MacKay Strathmore #21 
Grand Pursuivant .......   VE Comp. .................... David Winfield Capital City #13 
Grand Webmaster......   RE Comp. ..................... Jack W. Drebit Edson #30 
VE Grand Tyler ...........   Comp. .....................Nestor Kwasnycia Capital City #13  
  

CHAPTERS BY MASONIC DISTRICTS 
DISTRICT No. 1 

Grand District Superintendent, RE Comp John Harper 
 No.2 North Star .......................... Edmonton 
 No.13 Capital City ......................... Edmonton 
 No.18 Norwood ............................ Edmonton 
 No.30 Edson ........................................ Edson 
 No.34 Wapiti...........................Grande Prairie 
 No. 41 Stoney ............................... Stony Plain 

 
DISTRICT No. 2 

Grand District Superintendent, RE Comp Hank Gerow 
 No.17 Mount Olivet ......................... Camrose 
 No.31 Parklands ......................... Wainwright 
 No.38 Lebanon ............................... Lacombe 
 No.39 Cold Lake ............................. Cold Lake 
 No.40 Hangingstone ............. Fort McMurray 
 

DISTRICT No. 3 
Grand District Superintendent, RE Comp Kurtis Frederick 

 No.3 Assiniboia ...................... Medicine Hat
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 No. 9 Otuskwan ................................ Calgary 
 No.12    Keystone ............................. Red Deer 
 No.21 Strathmore ....................... Strathmore
 No.26 Harmony .................................. Brooks  
 No.27 Eheyeh .............................. Drumheller  
 No.42 Mountainview ....................... Didsbury 
 

DISTRICT No. 4 
Grand District Superintendent, RE Comp Wayne King 

 No.1 Alberta .................................... Calgary 
 No.4 Shekinah ............................Lethbridge 
 No.5 Golden West ...................... High River 
 No.15 Hillvue ........................................ Frank 
 No.24 Crescent .................................. Calgary 
 

Chapter Directory 
Chapter Directory will no longer be found in the Grand Chapter Proceedings, the directory is on the Grand 
Chapter Web-site and is the duplication of the same information and many respects the information in the 
Proceedings would be dated.  Chapters in District #1 & #2 are to refer any corrections or information through 
REC Curtis Enerson and District #3 and #4 coordinate through REC David Roberts. 
 
 

COMMITTEES 2019 – 2020 
 

EXECUTIVE (CHAIR)  RE Comp Gerald Waldern 
 
AUDIT AND 
FINANCE  RE Comp N. G. White  RE Comp D. H. Murray (G. Trea
  REC Glenn Springsteel MEC Jerry W. Kopp (GSE) 
  RE Comp R.W. Taylor  RE Comp T. D. Gould 
 
CONDITION OF CAP.   ME Comp D. A. Gillies  REC Tony Taylor 
MASONRY 
 
CREDENTIALS  RE Comp B. Hall   ME Comp J. W. Kopp 
  ME Comp E. J. Carr  REC Larry Watson 
  VEC Jaime Wong   District Supt & Supt Elects 
 
FRATERNAL DEAD  RE Comp Jeff Knight  VE Comp D. Wade 
  VE Comp R. J. Harrison District Superintendents 
 
GR. FIRST PRINCIPAL’S  ME Comp D. R. Russell All Past Grand First Principals 
ADDRESS 
 
HONOURS AND  ME Comp J. D. Hongisto ME Comp J.W. KOPP (GSE) 
AWARDS  RE Comp J. W. Drebit  
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LIBRARY, RESEARCH  RE Comp G. B. Tapley REC John Maloney 
AND EDUCATION  VEC Brian Wik   MEC Jerry W. Kopp (GSE) 
 
JURISPRUDENCE AND   ME Comp W.J. Watts  RE Comp Ken South  
CONSTITUTION  VE Comp R. Cantwell  ME Comp J.W. Kopp (GSE) 
  REC Wes Johnson

 
THE WORK  ME Comp D. E. Boone ME Comp D. A. Hongisto 
  RE Comp K. E. White  ME Comp J.W. Kopp (GSE) 
  VE Comp K. South   REC Barry Horner 
 
YOUTH ENDOWMENT   VE Comp W. Sheppard RE Comp K. M. Mingo 
  ME Comp E. Weiglet  RE Comp D. H. Murray (Gr. Treas.) 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

GRAND CHAPTER  REC Jeff Knight   VEC Robert McRae 
CONVOCATION PLANNING ME Comp. J.W. Kopp 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND   RE Comp D. J. Roberts REC Brant Irwin 
LONG RANGE PLANNING  REC Barry Hanna   VEC Kim Greenizen 
  VEC Robert Cantwell  REC Kyle Burns 
  REC Terry Gould 
 
REGALIA  RE Comp R. C. Enerson  
  VEC James Hunt 
  REC Jim Wilson  
 
GRAND CHAP WEBSITE  RE Comp T. D. Gould   REC Curtis Enerson (D1 & D2) 
  RE Comp J. W. Drebit (Webmaster) REC David Roberts (D3 & D4) 
 
GRAND FIRST PRINCIPAL  ME Comp Roderick B. Ponech 
NOTE: The first named in each Committee is the Chairman. 
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         REC Gerald Waldern                                                                     REC Jeff Knight   
      Grand Second Principal                                                               Grand Third Principal
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   HONOURARY PAST GRAND FIRST PRINCIPALS 
Verne Dallin ............... Saskatchewan J. Emerson Illinois   Michael Petty Sask 
Charles W. Emmett ... Canada  Stan Payne Manitoba  Victor Brill Manitoba 
W. L. Squires .............. Montana  Robert Porter Saskatchewan  D. Nelson Bland Montana 
J. W. Trickle ............... Montana  C. David Burgess  Montana  Dean Hawes Manitoba 
S. Tickner ................... Saskatchewan Gilbert Cook Saskatchewan  A.J. Leyshon Sask 
B. F. Mandlebaum ..... Oklahoma  James Barrett Manitoba  David Grange BC & Y 
Norman G. Cook ........ Saskatchewan Stanley Johnson Manitoba  W. (Bill) Cooper Manitoba 
Ramon Opsata ........... Washington  Hugh Ross Manitoba  Joel Chiri BC & Y 
J. Reginald Tait ........... Saskatchewan Hearld Reid Oregon   W.A.F. Mackay Sask 
John C. James ............ Manitoba  Robert Little Saskatchewan  A.(Tony) Brown BC & Y 
Charles F. Tesch ......... Montana  Clyde Reynolds Vermont  W. (Bill) Pizzey Sask 
A. L. Lamont ............... Manitoba  Peter Webster Manitoba  Kenneth Overy BC & Y 
Brinkley Brown .......... D.G.G.H.P.  Alex Rollo BC & Y   Richard Porter Manitoba 
Jerry E. Thomas ......... South Dakota W Techentien Colorado  Peter E. Crick Australia 
R. Hilliard Clare .......... B.C. and Yukon Len Pickell BC & Y   James M. Keifer Michigan 
David S. Tanner.......... Wyoming  Brook Anderson Sask   James H. Hodge Indiana 
Harold R. Horn ........... Saskatchewan David Holt Manitoba  Douglas Byers Sask 
Carroll Cantlon........... Saskatchewan Earnest Teter Idaho   George Bauder South Dakota 
Jerry Korstad.............. Minnesota  Brad Huffman Montana  Joseph Angel Sask 
Roderick Cutler .......... B.C. and Yukon A. Christoffersen Manitoba  Les Robinson BC & Y 
Samuel D. Houston .... Idaho  Orville Wesseler Kansas   Guy Mayberry Montana 
W. Job Parson ............ Nova Scotia  R.B. McGinnis Montana 
Cecil E. Decker ........... Nova Scotia  Wm Liepert Sask 
A. A. (Tony) Carpine ... Alaska  Carl G. Carlson Oregon 
Kent W. Gist............... Idaho  Wm B. McKenzie Manitoba 
Sam Selvig.................. Idaho  D.S. Carriere BC & Y 
Dale C. Stoller ............ Idaho  Don MacDonald Sask 
Walter McKerrow ...... Montana  Gordon Ebel Manitoba 
W. R. Patton, Jr. ......... Tennessee  G.R. Taylor Manitoba 
Lawrence Jenni .......... Montana  J.C. Snyder Montana 
Arthur E. Bjorke ......... South Dakota Fred Clarke Nova Scotia 
Frank Dixon ............... D.G.G.H.P.  Hal Nolde Montana 
John Clarke ................ Saskatchewan Leif Hansen Manitoba 
George Coupland ....... B.C. and Yukon David Turner BC & Y 
Jack Brooks ................ Saskatchewan R. Munday Nova Scota 
Donald B. Low ............ Saskatchewan Doug Haroldson Sask 
O. Louma ................... Montana  David Monro BC & Y 
Robert W. Hooper ..... Manitoba  P. Carnochan Sask 
A. J. Lewis .................. G.G.H.P.  Jack Hooper Manitoba 
Varden Boergadine .... Washington  Jack Colenutt Sask 
L. George Bromwell ... Manitoba  G.W. Easton BC & Y 
Ronald R. Christie ...... Wyoming  Larry E. Gray GGHP 
Walter Winchester .... G.G.H.P.  L.E. Bartrand  DGGHP 
C. Thomas Bersuch .... Montana  B.A. Richman BC & Y 
John Benjamin Hall .... Illinois  R.A. McMillan Manitoba 
William Echo .............. Idaho  T.M. Lambert Manitoba 
James F. Grotts .......... Montana  E.J. Ferguson Alabama 
Gordon H. Stuart ....... Canada  A. Les Robisnon BC & Y 
Murray E. Cooke ........ California  L. McInnes Manitoba 
H. C. L. Woodhams .... Nova Scotia  Edmund Harrison New York 
Gerhard S. Burkhart ... Montana  G.R.E. Tillotson BC & Y 
Billy B. Millhollin ........ Montana  Robert Turner Sask 
Lorne Kingston........... Saskatchewan Ronald Church Manitoba 
Neil Pow .................... Manitoba  Jay Leonard Idaho  
Earl Martin ................. Montana  A.M. Ross BC & Y 
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    BRONZE AWARD    

            GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE  
 NAME YEAR  NAME YEAR  NAME YEAR 

 *J Cowey 1952  *DA Bartlett 1982  RC Enerson 2011 

 *S Bridges 1953  *JC McMaster 1983  AK Brennan 2012 

 *L Jouvenat 1954  *WE Riome 1984  PJ Proudlock 2013 

 * W Hill 1955  *JD Gowanlock 1986  BP Robison 2014 

 *J Hird 1956  *A Duncan 1987  RB Taylor 2015 

 *WG Ward 1957  *RA Bond 1988  C Stobbs 2016 

 *T Watt 1958  JC McCuaig 1989   2017 

 *LE Helmer 1959  *RA Lazzarotto Sr 1990    

 *C McCormik 1960  *WJ Nicol 1991    
 *W Marcellus 1961  *E Bell 1993    
 *JH Cochrane 1962  *G Whiddon 1994    
 *EO Cox 1963  *LE Larcombe 1995    
 *EM Mack 1964  *K Holmes 1997    
 *J Cleave 1965  *SGB Pearson 1998    
 *A Nicol 1966  ID Earle 1999    
 *JW Smith 1967  *KA Roberts 2000    
 *JD Tufford 1968  *EG Oberg 2001    
 *HB Rogers 1969  WJ Watt 2002    
 *HB Stitt 1970  *AJ Rutz 2003    
 *E Searle 1972  RG Glasgow 2004    
 *MR Harper 1974  CE Bailey 2005    
 *JS Irving 1975  CB McDermott 2006    
 *F McNiven 1976  *JP Pidgeon 2007    
 *HC Nissen 1977  KG South 2009    
 *M Solberg 1979  *SA LeVoguer 2010    

 

SILVER AWARD – GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER DISTINGUISHED AWARD 
 

PJ Kendel …………………………………………………………………………………1993 
 

ALBERTA GRAND CHAPTER SPECIAL AWARD 
*W Hill   1969  CFA Smith  1996  *JK Church  2009 
*J Odell   1970  MR Pound  1997  DL Dygert  2010 
*WD McAllister  1978  KE White  1998  RE Nelson  2011 
*HF Boag  1985  DT Clarke  1999  *MR Rogers  2012 
R Pigeon  1986  *VJ Ramsbottom 2000  GB Tapley  2013 
*EH Johnson  1987  *PM Vail  2001  DH Murray  2014 
*AL Ginter  1988  *WM Gillis  2002  DE Pagnucco  2016 
*WA Woodrow  1989  KM Mingo  2003  G Snell   2018 
*LR Webb  1990  WJ Stinson  2004  C Slater   2019 
*WG Hay  1991  GR Kampjes  2005 
*J McKee  1992  AL Anderson  2006 
*LA Strandberg  1993  *H Anderson  2007 
LC Dowdell  1994  TD Gould   2008 
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ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD 
 

 
The Grand Council of the Order of High Priesthood in the Province of Alberta assembled in Annual Convention in 
the city of Camrose at the Norsemen Inn, 6505 - 48 Avenue, on May 10, 2019 at 1:40 p.m. with fifty-two (52) 
members, eleven (11) visitors and eight (8) candidates present. 
 
The Grand Council was opened in Ample Form with the following Officers present: 
 
M. Ex. President ..................Jerry W. Kopp 
   Ex. Vice President ...........Jack Drebit 
 Ex. Chaplain ....................Kyle Burns 
 Ex. Treasurer ..................Donald H. Murray 
 Ex. Recorder ...................Jerry W. Kopp – Neil White Pro Tem 
 Ex. Master of Ceremonies: Jaime Wong   
 Ex. Conductor ................. John Maloney 
 Ex. Herald ....................... Donald H. Murray 
 Ex. Steward .................... 
 Ex. Sentinel .....................Duncan Strachan 
 
M.Ex. President Jerry W. Kopp welcomed all to this meeting.  
 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Applications for membership were received from the following: 
 Guy Mayberry ................GHP Montana 
 Trevis Hansen .................Golden West #5 
 Peter Rodger ..................Keystone #13 
 Ray Charbonneau ...........Strathmore #21 
 Dale Heinz ......................Mountain View #42 
 Grant Molyneux .............Calgary #1 
 Robert A McRae .............Cold Lake #39 
 Danny Cox ......................Cold Lake #39 
 
MOTION: Moved by M Ex. Rec. Neil White and seconded by Ex. Vice President Jack Drebit, that there be a 
collective ballot by a show of hands.  CARRIED. 
 
The ballot on the candidates being in favour, ME President Jerry W. Kopp declared the candidates to be eligible 
for membership in this Order by anointing, consecration and setting apart. 
 
The above candidates were duly anointed, consecrated and set apart.  After which, each candidate was 
presented with his jewel and membership by the three members of the Council. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
MOTION: Moved and seconded that the Officers move up on station with the exception of the Recorder and 
Treasurer and that the Excellent Vice-President appoint the remaining officers.  CARRIED. 
 
ME President then advised the Officers that if they did not wish to move up would they please advise the new 
President.  At that time, the Excellent Vice-President, Jack Drebit, announced that for 2020 the Sentinel would be 
Ex Comp Wilfred Leano.  

ELECTED OFFICERS 
 M Ex. President .............. Jack Drebit 
   Ex. Vice President ........... Kyle D. Burns 
 Ex. Chaplain .................... Jaime Wong 
 Ex. Treasurer .................. Donald H. Murray 
 Ex. Recorder ................... Jerry W. Kopp 
 Ex. Master of Ceremonies John Maloney 
 Ex. Conductor ................. Donald H. Murray 
 Ex. Herald ....................... Jason Kuchar 
 Ex. Steward .................... Duncan Strachan 
 Ex. Sentinel ..................... Wilfred Leano 
 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 
Honourary Membership to Order of High Priesthood was granted to  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
ME President Jerry W. Kopp introduced ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew, Grand First Principal of Royal Arch Masons 
of Alberta.  ME Comp. Keng-Wei Chiew brought the greetings of the Grand Chapter and invited all to be present 
for this evening's Ceremonial Opening of the One Hundredth & fifth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta, Royal Arch Masons.  He congratulated the officers of the Order of High Priesthood for the excellent 
quality of the degree conferral. 
 
ME President Jerry W. Kopp requested that all officers should be in possession of a ritual.  If not, they should 
contact the Excellent Recorder as soon as possible.  He also reminded each that the meeting next year will be on 
May 8th, 2020 and will be held in the Cambridge Hotel, Red Deer.  
 
On behalf of the members of the Order of High Priesthood, M. Ex President, Jerry W. Kopp presented Past 
President’s Jewel to ME President Brian Hall and M. Ex President- Elect Jack Drebit presented the Past President’s 
Jewel to MEP Jerry W. Kopp. 
 
Nothing further business to come before this Convention, it was closed in full form at 3:15 p.m. 
Jerry W. Kopp, M. Excellent President  Neil White, Excellent Recorder – Pro Tem 
 
 
 

ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD – PAST PRESIDENTS 
 
*HWB Bell ........................ 1946 *Al Wadstein………………. 1984 RB Taylor………………..2005 
*HWB Bell ........................ 1949 *CW Knox……………………  1985 GE Tetzloff……………..2006 
*MM Downey .................. 1953 *SFG Slater………………….  1986 GR Kampjes…………… 2007 
*RM Lamberton ............... 1954 *J. McKee……………………  1987 JD Hongisto…………….2008 



 

75 
 

*JL Innes……………………….. 1956 *EW Creasey……………….  1988 RJ MacDougall………. 2009 
*AL Williams ..................... 1957 DB Russell……………………  1989 TD Gould………………. 2010 
*W Betts ........................... 1958 *JW Bremner……………….  1990 DA Gillies………………. 2011 
*AG Acton ........................ 1960 *JHE Philpotts………………  1991 CM Slater ……………… 2012 
*A Peart ........................... 1960 *RL Costigan…………………  1992 WJ Watts………………. 2013 
*WH Keyte ....................... 1971 *DT Clarke……………………. 1993 NG White………………  2014 
*D Neill ........................... 1973 *WA Brown………………….  1994 Acting NG White……  2015 
*AC Gunning .................... 1974 *GH Wood…………………..  1995 GB Tapley………………. 2016 
*D Neill ........................... 1975 *JR Burke……………………….1996 KW Chiew………………. 2017 

*LA McKercher ................. 1976 *AO Aspeslet………………… 1997 B Hall …………………….. 2018 

KE White ........................... 1977 *VJ Ramsbottom…………… 1998 JW Kopp ………………….2019 
*AL Swindells ................... 1978 EW Weigelt…………………… 1999 
*OP Thomas ..................... 1979 TA Drolet………………………. 2000 
*FRE Mulder ..................... 1980 LC Dowdell……………………  2001 
*E Tyler  ........................... 1981 +P Lewko………………………..  2002 
*R Phillips ......................... 1982 DE Boone………………………  2003 
*EL Boyd ........................... 1983 *EF Zander…………………….. 2004 
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Masonic Calendar 

Ancient Craft Masons - 
 Commence their era with the creation of the world, calling it Anno Lucis (A.L.)  
 "in the year of light". 
 
Royal Arch Masons - 
 Date from the year the second Temple was commenced by Zerubbabel, Anno 
  Inventionis (A.I.) "in the year of discovery". 
 
Order of High Priesthood - 
 Date from the year of blessing of Abraham by the High Priest Melchisedek, Anno 
  Benefacia (A.B.) "in the year of blessing". 
 
Royal and Select Masters - 
 Date from the year in which the Temple of Solomon was completed, Anno 
  Depositionis (A. Dep.) "in the year of deposit". 
 
Knight Templar - 
 Commence their era with the organization of their Order, Anno Ordinia (A.O.)  
 "in the year of the Order". 
 
Scottish Rite - 
 Same as the Ancient Craft, except the Jewish Chronology is used, Anno Mundi (A.M.) 
  "in the year of the world". 
 
 

RULES FOR MASONIC DATES 
 

Ancient Craft Masons - 
 Add 4000 years to common era:   Thus 2019 + 4000 = 6019 
 
Royal Arch Masons -  
 Add 530 years to common era:   Thus 2019 + 530   = 2549 
 
Order of High Priesthood - 
 Add 1913 years to common era:   Thus 2019 + 1913 = 3932 
 
Royal and Select Masters - 
 Add 1000 years to common era:   Thus 2019 + 1000 = 3019 
 
Knights Templar - 
 Subtract 1118 years from common era:  Thus 2019 - 1118 = 901 
 
Scottish Rite - 
 Add 3760 years to common era:   Thus 2019 + 3760 = 5779 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF 
 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF ALBERTA 
 
 

ELECTED OFFICERS FOR 2019 – 2020 
 

ME Comp Roderick B. Ponech …..……….Grand First Principal 
 

RE Comp Gerald Waldern....................Grand Second Principal  
 

RE Comp Jeff Knight.................Grand Third Principal 
 

RE Comp Donald H. Murray…..…….....…..Grand Treasurer 
 

ME Comp Jerry W. Kopp……...…..…..Right Excellent Grand Scribe Ezra  
423 Woodland Cres. SE, Calgary T2J 1J7 

 
RE Comp Antony Taylor…….….Grand Scribe Nehemiah 

 
RE Comp Glenn Springsteel…………..Grand Principal Sojourner 

 
____________________________ 

 

NEXT ANNUAL MEETING 
Red Deer, AB - May 8 – 9, 2020 

 
EXECUTIVE MEETING 

February 08, 2020 
 
 
 
 




