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Minutes of the Proceedings of the Second Annual Convocation of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta, held in the 
City of Calgary, Province of Alberta, on the 8th day of March, A. D., 
1916, A. I. 2446. 

PRESENT. 
M. E. Comp. James N. Rankin ______ ___ _ Grand Z. } 
R. E. Comp. Frederick S. VVatson _______ Grand J. 
R. E. Comp. Dr. Hiram Darling (acting)-Grand H. 

Grand Council. 

R. E. Comp. Melvin M. Downey _________ Grand Scribe E. 
R. E. Comp. Andrew R. Dickson _________ Grand Scribe N. 
R. E. Comp. Ernest D. H . \Vilkins ______ Grand Principal Sojourner. 
R. E. Comp. Arthur VV. R. Markley ______ Grand Treasurer. 
R. E. Comp. Thomas Rankine ___________ Grand Superintendent. 
V. E. Comp. D. W . McMillan _______ , _____ Grand Senior Sojourner. 
V. E. Comp. W. A. Mahaffy _____________ Grand Junior Sojourner. 
R. E. Comp. Joseph H. Argue_______ ____ Grand Lecturer. 
V. E. Comp. Dr. H. G. Hoare ____________ Grand M . First Veil. 
V. E. Comp. Donald G. CampbelL ________ Grand M. Second Veil. 
V. E. Com p. E. E . Farley---------------- Grand M. Third Veil. 
V. E. Comp. F . R. J elfs__ __ _____________ Grand Steward. 
V. E. Comp. Gain s Allen ________________ Grand Steward. 
V. E. Comp. George J. Davis-----------·· Grand Steward. 

PAST OFFICERS. 
M. E . Comp. Stephen Y. T aylor_ ________ Past Grand Z. 
R. E. Comp. T . Frederick E nglish ___ ___ __ Past Grand Superintendent. 

A constitutional numb er of Chapters being represented by their 
qualified officers, the Second Annual Convocation of the Grand Chap
ter of Royal Arch Masons of Alb erta was opened in AMPLE FO RM 
at 10 o'clock a . m. 



R. E. Comp. Andrew R. Dickson, from the Committee on Creden
tials of Representatives, reported that there ~re seven warranted 
Chapters on the roll of Grand Chapter, all of whtch were rcpresen ted. 
The following representatives were present: 

Alberta, Calgary. 
E. Comps. Mark B. Peacock, J., Frederick S. Selwood, H.; V. E. 

Comps. Howard H. F letcher, Z., E. E . Farley, George J. Davis, Don
a ld G. Campbell; R. E. Comps. Victor A. Bowes, Melvin M. Down ey, 
T. Frederick Engli sh, Arthur W. Markley, Joseph H. Argue; M. E. 
Comp. James N . Rankin, P. Z.'s. 

North Star, Edmonton. 
V. E. Comp. Will iam A. Mahaffy (proxy); R. E. Comp. Dr. Hiram 

Darling, M. E. Comp. Frederick S. Watson, P. Z.'s. 

Mount Horeb, Wetaskiwin. 
E . Comps. R. D . Robertson, J., George D. Wall ace, H.; V. E. 

Comp. Dr. H. G. Hoare, Z; R. E. Comps. Andrew W. Dickson, Ernest 
D. W. Wilkins, P.Z.'s. 

Bekah, Macleod. 
E. Comp. Joseph C. Merkel, J. (proxy). 

Otuskwan, Calgary. 
E . Comps. Williston, F. W. Lent, J., William J . McLeod, H., W. E. 

Mercer, Z.; V. E . Comps. Gaius Allen, D. vV. McMillan; R. E. Comp. 
Thomas Rankine; M. E. Comp. Stephen Y. Taylor, P. Z.'s. 

Bow Valley, Gleichen. 
E. Comp. R. H. Struthers, J.; V. E. Comp. Alan N. Lindsay, Z. 

Calgary, Calgary. 
V. E. Comp. Frederick R. J elfs (proxy); R. E. Comp. John E. 

Johnson, P. Z.'s. 
Fraternally submitted, 

ANDREW R. DICKSON, 
Chairman of Committ ee. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. Andrew R. Dickson, seconded by R. E. 
Comp. Joseph H. Argue, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Committee on Credentials of 
Representatives be r eceived and adopted. 

The most Excell ent the Grand Z. granted permission for the ad
mission of a ll Royal Arch Masons in good standing as visitors. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. Dr. Hiram Darling, seco nded by R. E. 
Comp. Frederick S. Watson, it was 

RESOLVED, That, as the proceedings of the First Annual Con
vocation held on the lOth of March, 191 5, have been printed and copies 
thereof sent to all the Chapters under this jurisdiction, the recorded 
minutes b e considered as read and the same be now confirmed. 
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GRAND Z.'S ADDRESS 

The Most Excellent the Grand Z. r ead th e following address: 

To Excellen t Companionli of 
The Grand Chapter of A lberta: 

I am deeply sen sible, Companions, of th e honor you have con
ferred on me in electing me to this high office and I thank you all 
from the depths of my heart for your hearty co-operation along all 
lines in maintaining the status and dignity of this Grand Chapter 
and for the consideration you have personally shown to me. It is a 
g reat pleasure to see so many true and faithful Companions present 
a t this Second Annual Convention of the Grand Chapter of A lberta, 
and in welcoming you I can but say thrice welcome. May our delib
era tions be of benefit to every Royal A r ch Mason and may the out
come thereof continue to be in harmony with the views expressed 
by many other Grand Jurisdictions of our dignified conduct in the 
performance of our respective duties in taking and maintaining a 
place amongst the Grand Chapters of the world. 

During the past year it may be said we have been in a measure 
generally prosperous. Some of the Chapt er s have been doing little 
more than marking time while others have advanced in marked degree. 
In those two Chapters which have been and are the storm centres 
of litigation there is a mple excuse for meagre advancement, while in 
oth er Chapters not thus handicapped, one might have hoped for 
better progr ess. However, we are happy in the most important of a ll 
matters, namely, that harmony prevails within our ranks. 

While it is to be regretted that the Grand Chapter of Alberta 
and the Grand Chapter of Canada have been unable to adjust their 
differences and that those diffe r ences have resulted in actions which 
are still pending in the civil courts of justice, and w hile this Grand 
Body has f rom time to time reviewed its procedure from its inception 
as well as the steps taken in leading up to its organization, we are 
still of th e opinion th a t our procedure in the formation of the Grand 
Chapter of Alberta was regular and that as a Grand Chapter we are 
of natural and legal birth and not only worthy of but are entitled tc 
univer sal r ecognit ion as such and in thi s connection, I wish to say 
tha t, acting on instructions from myself, your Grand S. E ., M. M. 
Downey, made fo rmal application to the Grand Chapter of Canada 
for recognition. To this letter no r eply has as yet been r eceived. 

T h e claims of this Grand Body have been ably discussed at 
greater length than would be expected of me, by a Workman from 
the Quarries, and by an eminent Judge, in a pamphlet, "Concerning 
Capitular Masonry," fo rming Appendix 1, which I not only adopt but 
read into this address. 

For the information of our own Companion s and others concerned 
I have appended excerpts from the proce.edings o f other Grand C.hap
t ers dealing w it h t h is matter, which w tll be found as Appendtx 2, 
which I also adopt and read into this address. · 

To those Grand Chapters w h o have extended to us the right 
hand of fellowship, we are indeed g ra t eful an d we accept that hand 
in both o f ours a nd would cling t o it expr essive of o ur war m th of 
h eart . 
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With respect to those Grand Chapters who have admitted our 
regularity and title to recognition, but who o ut of deference for and 
friendly relationship w ith the Grand Chapter of Canada, withhold 
their recognition, our attitude is one of expectancy that we may re
ceive their recognition and blessing in their own good time. 

Concerning those Grand Chapters which have remained silent, 
we prefer to believe that our claims have not been overlooked, but 
are being the better and more fully considered. 

Up to the time of concluding this address the only information 
I was in possession of so far as the proceedings of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada for 1916 is concerned was a pamphlet copy of the address 
of the Grand Z of th a t Grand Chapter with the appendices thereto, 
and assuming the address to have been adopted I desire to call your 
attention to that portion of it under the heading, "Legal Proceed
ings," and which I quote as follows:-

"At the close of the Grand Chapter in London, and in order to 
carry out the instructions given in the resolution moved by R. Ex. 
Comp. T. H. Hooper and seconded by R. Ex. Comp. W. A. Wilson 
and carried, namely: 

'That as a way and means of overcoming the existing conditions 
at this time in the Province of Alberta, the Grand Z. of the Grand 
Chapter of Canada take into immediate · consideration and consult 
counsel as to the manner in which repossession ·can be got of the 
Warrants, funds, books, property, etc., which have been unlawfully 
removed from the custody of the Chapters of this jurisdiction in 
Alberta.' 

I appointed M. Ex. Comps. Judge D. F. MacWatt and F. W. 
Harcourt, K.C., a committee to engage counsel and proceed to carry 
out your instructions. As they will probably make a special report 
during this Convocation, I will only remark they have been very 
successful, and it is my duty to state, in fairness to them, that the 
reason they did not commence action before they did was, because I 
had promised the two gentlemen who came to London from Alberta 
in February last, that no action would be taken until after they had 
returned home and held their annual meeting, which promise I kept. 
I was subsequently informed they had their meeting and had decided 
to continue outside this Grand Body, and ' then action was taken. I 
wish to express my gratitude to M. Ex. Comps. Mac Watt and Har
court for the able manner in which they discharged the task a llotted 
to them." 

This is the first direct information we have had as to who was 
really fathering the litigation and and it is now made clear that it was 
and is the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

Companions, I have now passed the 69th milestone of my life 
and little did I think that I would be compelled to defend 
my first legal proceeding at the suit of a Companion and townsman 
of about 25 years~ standing, Dr. N. J. Lindsay, who has 'clearly been 
pressed on by a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. N otwith
standing that the Plaintiff in this suit as well as Judge D. F. Mac Watt 
and F. W. Harcourt, K.C., knew full well that I never personally 
possessed a vestige of the furniture or paraphernalia, nor a penny 
of the money of Alberta Chapter, my home has been twice visited 
by a Sheriff's officer; firstly, to serve me with legal process, and 
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secondly, to seize my personal household effects. Today, the title 
to my lands stands encumbered with a judgment placed thereon by 
the Plaintiff in this action, and, while I have no desire to minimize 
the "gratitude" expressed by the Grand Chapter of Canada to Judge 
D. F. MacWatt and Mr. Harcourt, K.C., "for the able manner in 
which they have discharged the task allotted to them," I, more hap
pily, can r ecord expressions of my gratitude to the Ex. Comps. of 
the Grand Chapter of Alberta in placing their opened purses at my 
disposal from which to draw at my pleasure funds to keep immune 
my home and household effects to the enjoyment of myself and 
family; and ex·cept to so record my gratitude (and differing from the 
Grand Chapter of Canada) I should have preferred to draw a curtain 
to veil such disgraceful and un-Masonic procedure, rather than 
gratuitously spread it upon the proceedings of a Grand Chapter. 

With respect to the address of the Grand Z. in the proceedings 
of the Grand Chapter of Canada, 1916, and other reports submitted 
there are at least three statements of fact with which we a re at 
material variance. Firstly, with regard to the number of Companions 
in Alberta which it is claimed bear allegiance to the Grand Chapter 
of Canada through Chapters alleged to be loyal to it. As opposed 
to the numerous and g laring mis-statements of fact contained in the 
annual address of Judge MacvVatt, in 1915, we are inclined to condone 
so far as possible the mis-statement as to the number of Companions 
in Alberta which the Grand Chapter of Canada claims to be loyal to 
it. Their apparent m ethod of arriving at the number is not altog ether 
infailible. They claim that because their Chapters in Alberta have 
paid annual per capita tax to the Grand Chapter of Canada upon a 
certain number of Companions in Alberta it necessarily follows that 
there are that number of Companions loyal to it. The fallibility of 
this conclusion becomes at once evident to the Companions in Alberta 
who have paid their dues to Chapters under the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta while without their knowledge and contrary to their wish 
a per capita tax has been paid to the Grand Chapter of Canada for 
the purpose of establishing their loyalty to that Grand Chapter. This 
"window dressing" for the benefit of other Grand Jurisdictions is, of 
course, paid for out of the dues of a much lesser number of Com
panions actually loyal to the Grand Chapter of Canada and the dues 
of a few loyal Companions at $4.00 a year will pay a per capita tax 
of twenty-five cents· on 16 Companions, therefore a division by ten 
of the number of Companions claimed by the Grand Chapter of 
Canada to be loyal to it would be nearer the ·correct figure. 

To Royal Arch Masons in Alberta, no matter to which Grand 
Chapter they owe allegiance, this unsound basis of calculation will 
in the long run be attended with the same ultimate disaster as pay
ment of dividends out of capital, and this method of reckoning th eir 
actual numerical strength will undoubtedly reveal itself as unmis
takably as any other attempt to surcharge or falsify accounts. 

Secondly, with reference to the correspondence between Robert 
Knig-ht, Scribe E., of the so-called Alberta Chapter, Number 106, and 
other Chapters in Alberta, under the Grand Chapter of Canada, and 
all of which said correspondence is attested, vouched for, accredited 
and authenticated in the affidavit of the said Robert Knight duly 
signed, subscribed and deposed to, one ha s only to observe that the 
said correspondence must of necessity refer to a second Grand Chap
ter w ithin the Province of Alberta because the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta had been erected something like a y ear and a half prior 
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thereto, and if as originally alleged, there was no reason for one 
Grand Chapter of Alberta there was certainly less reason for two 
Grand Chapters, and we naturally wonder who is expected to quarrel 
with the answers sent in by the said Chapters. 

Sin ce 1 am a defendant and an interested party in the pro·· 
cedings of Dr. Lindsay for the recovery of the furniture, regalia and 
funds of the A lberta Chapter, and would perhaps be inclined to use 
intemperate language, I have requested my Grand Superintendent 
of No. 2 District to relieve me of the necessity for dealing at greater 
length with this matter. 

Thirdly,-the Grand Z. in his 1916 address has this to say with 
regard to Bekah Chapter: 

"Bekah Chapter, No. 176, I am pleased to report, has now peace 
and harmony within its portals. A letter has been received from the 
Scribe E., of this Chapter, properly attested, asking to have Camp. 
D. L. Murison, one of the Companions, who was named by this 
Grand Body last year for suspension, restored to full membership. 
The reason put forth for this request is that Camp. Murison ably 
assisted in bringing about peace and harmony in the Chapter. 1 
trust Grand Chapter will take this request into consideration, and 
do what is right. In every case where a Companion has made an 
application to be restored, and who has not been named by this Grand 
Body for suspension, I have suggested he be welcomed back to the 
fold." 

Since Camp. Murison has been active in his connection with 
Bekah Chapter under our Grand Jurisdiction, the above information 
came as a surprise and I asked my Grand Superintendent for No. 3 
District to enquire into the circumstances and advise me. 

While R. Ex. Camp. Robe~t Patterson will undoubtedly deal at 
length with the condition of Capitulary Masonry in Macleod which 
is the home of Bekah Chapter, I feel compelled to say that it is most 
unfortunate that such unreliable information goes broadcast through
out the Masonic world and perhaps does some mischief before it can 
be corrected, and it is not at all improbable that through lack of 
recognized relationship between this Grand Chapter and other Grand 
Jurisdictions, our answer to these mis-statements will never be seen 
or reviewed. However, this is a condition of affairs that we must 
quietly endure never doubting but that all these things will ultimately 
right themselves. 

There is no doubt: that Camp. Murison's per capita tax has been 
received by the Grand Chapter of Canada and he will be therefore 
classed amongst the Alberta Companions who are said to be loyal to 
it; whereas, as it shall presently be shown by the report of Rt. Ex. 
Camp. Patterson, his a ll egiance and activities are in just the opposite 
direction. 

VISITATIONS. 
During the past year I have had the pleasure of vis1ttng practi

cally all of the Chapters under the Grand Chapter of Alberta and 
have been most cordiall y received and heartily encouraged. 



FRATERNAL DEAD. 
H enry Gordon N iven, July 5th, 191 5 ___ __ ___ North Star, No. 2 
William Geo. Ibbo t son, August 2nd, 1915- - N orth Star, No. 2 
R obt. Barton Chadwick, August 15th, 1915 __ North Star, No.2 
James Symons Robertson _____ _______ __ Mount Horeb, No. 6 

THE WAR. 
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Since our last Convocation the war has taken on a more stren
uous aspect, and increased misery and suffering not o nly in the im
mediate vicinity of the conflict but upon the c iv ilized world. Many 
of our Companions in a nswer to the call of duty have gone to the 
front and are n ow in the trenches, whil e many more by enlistment a rc 
preparing t o do their "bit" in defence of the Empire, Right and 
Civilization. A la rge number of R oyal Arch Masons have gone from 
this Province and w hilst they are doing their duty t o the Empire w e 
will do a part of our duty to them by keeping t h em in good standing 
in their respective Chapters and evincing loving and fraterna l interest 
in them and th eir wives and families. And r ight here as a Briton 
born, I wish t o record our gratification for the noble manner in which 
citizens of our neighbors to the south of us, who a re residing in this 
Province, are volunteering for service. As o ne of those noble men 
has said, "A country good enought to live in is good enough to fi ght 
for." 

THE HONOR ROLL. 
Beyond r ecording upon our honor roll in each Chapter the 

names of our Companions who are at the front or who have enlisted 
for active service, I fee l that anything I could here g ive expression to 
would be tota lly inadequate to convey our devotion to the King and 
Empire and our A llies, never doubting that right w ill prevail a nd 
ever praying that the Grand Geometrician, may speedily bring this 
awful conflict to a successful close. 

I recall th e closing stanza of a poem by Ch arles MacKay, entitled 
"Tubal Cain." 

But while oppression lifts its head, 
Or a tyrant w ould be lord; 
Though we may tha nk him for the plow, 
We'll not forget the sword! 

In conclusion, Companions, you may have been as I have been 
asked fo r a n expr ession as to the ultimate outcome o f the now widely 
known a nd termed "Alberta Trouble." Rely in g as we do upon abu n
dant a utho rity that the A lberta Grand Chapter is in lawful occupation 
of the Alberta t erritory to the exclusion of the Grand Chapter oi 
Canada operating ther ein, a nd regarding th e w hole trouble as un
justifiable on th e part of certain Companions in Alberta and aggrav
ated by th e Grand Chapt er of Canada, it is only a question of time 
when the Grand Chapter of Canada must necessarily ori behalf ot 
th e Chapters still paying a ll egiance to it seek r econciliation with us. 

W hile we have a t times felt that we would b e justified in paying 
back in the coin we have received, this is no t according to the teach
ings of o ur Craft a nd when the Companio ns indiv idually or as Chap
ters do come t o us seeking reconcilia tion and recog nition let us meet 
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them not only at our threshold, but beyond it, with a smile rather 
than a frown and according to the es tablished usage and custom hele 
them and welcome them into our ranks. 

A ·case in point is that of Hillvue Chapter in the Third Masonic 
District. This Chapter was under dispensation a t the time of the 
formation of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, therefore was not entitled 
to vote in the proceedings; and while we were aware that' there was a 
considerable majority of the Companions in that Chapter desirous of 
casting in their lot w ith us, th e Charter was nevertheless issued by the 
Grand Chapter of Canada, under which they had been operating since 
they were instituted. The determination of this Chapter to come in 
with us has very recently taken concrete form by that Chapter for
warding to the Grand Scribe E. of this Chapter the following telegram, 
which was placed in my hands: 

Frank, Alta., March 6, 1916. 
M. M. Downey, 

739 19th Ave. N. W., Calgary. 

Hillvue Chapter declares its allegiance to the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta. We appoint M. M. Downey our proxy. 

C. W. JOHNSTON, 
Scribe E . 

And had there been time at our disposal to take the necessary steps 
leading up to their admission under the Grand Chapter of Alberta, we 
should have been indeed happy to welcome them into the fold a t this 
Convocation. 

I desire to express to these Companions, though working under a 
Foreign Charter, that their Petition is hea rd and w ill at once receive 
favorab le consideration. To that end I recommend that this Gran d 
Chapter appoint a special committee on ways and means of carrying 
into effect this Chapter's desire and our pleasure to receive them into 
the fold; and, if necessary, that an emergent communication of this 
Grand Chapter be convened for this purpose. 

Fraternallv yours, 

Grand Z. 
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APPENDIX NO. 1 
CONCERNING CAPITULAR MASONRY. 

In the Province of Alberta and the Issues between the Grand Chap
ters of Canada and Alberta. 

A Statement and Discussion of the Facts and Masonic Jurispru
dence by "A Workman from the Quarries." 

Concurred in and endorsed by His Honor Judge H. C. Taylor, 
Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, Past Grand Super
intendent of the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

T HE following statement concerning Capitular Masonry in the 
Province of Alberta and the issues between the Grand Chapter 
of Canada and Alberta has been banded to me for perusal and 

to make any comment thereon I may wish. 

In the first place I may say that I have carefully compared every 
quotation and verified every statement of fact, and I desire to con
gratulate "The Workman from the Quarries" on his fair and con
vincing arguments. He will be found to be moderate and impersonal 
in his language, thus increasing the strength of his presentation of 
facts and his arguments based thereon. 

With great clearness he has proven that the Most Excellent the 
Grand Z. in his address to the Grand Chapter of Canada in 1915 is 
mistaken in not a few of his statemen t s and also, in ·consequence, in 
the conclusions he draws. 

To my mind the strongest and most conclusive argument is near 
the end, the principle that "where there is a Grand Lodge, a Grand 
Chapter may of right follow," as recognized and adopted by the 
Grand Chapter of Canada in 1870, and reiterated and confirmed in 
1871, places the Grand Chapter of Canada by its refusal of recognition 
of the Grand Chapter of Alberta in the position of a tribunal which is 
now reversing its previous decision. 

So far as I can discern, practically the only authority that the 
Grand Chapter of Canada has for withholding recognition, is that the 
Grand Chapter of Alberta did not make a formal request to it for con
sent before p~:oceeding with its organization. I take this to be a Jack 
of ·courtesy only on the part of Alberta and surely cannot be urged as 
being sufficient ground to warrant the Grand Chapter of Canada in 
refusing recognition. I cannot do better than quote the words of the 
M. E. Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada in his address in the 
year 1871 while dealing with a similar case, that of Nova Scotia, "It is 
the wisest course to look this contingency full in the face and _____ _ 
carry out the change in a truly masonic and fraternal way-giving and 
receiving, bearing and forbearing, making mutual concessions if need
ful, and avoiding heartburnings and strife, scorning wordy warfare, 
but wishing instead God Speed and prosperity to all concerned." These 
are noble words and I am convinced that if the two Grand Chapters 
will only act in this matter in the true masoni~ spirit there will .soc:n 
be an end to the almost intolerable state of affmrs that now preva1ls m 
Capitular Masonry in this Province. 

H. C. TAYLOR. 
Edmonton, A lberta, February, 1916. 
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Concerning Capitular Masonry in the Province of Alberta, and the 
Issues Between the Grand Chapters of Canada 

and Alberta. 

This whole question, while of moment to Royal Arch Masons in 
Alberta and of importance, not only as between the above two Grand 
Chapters themselves, but to other Grand Chapters as well, can be 
narrowed down to a few straight, main issues which are unquestion
ably capable of being settled in a proper, orderly and masonic manner, 
and which, if once settled, will necessarily dispose of many of the 
controversies arising out of these issues. The burden of wrong-doing 
and unmasonic conduct would then fall and rest upon the shoulders of 
those r esponsible for the existing unseemly state of affairs. 

Leaving out of the question for the moment the numerical streng-tll 
of those supporting or opposing the Alberta Grand Chapter and also 
the legality or illegality of such Grand Chapter, there are at I< ast "-l 

number of Royal Arch Masons in Alberta w ho urge that their 1·ig-hts 
~nd privileg-f''i. as wrll ~s th ose of the Gr~ncl Chapte r of C:an~rh ho,·e 
been violated, and who having, as was their duty, reported such viola
tion to their Grand Chapter, that Grand body has taken up and 
espoused their cause. In consequence of such violation the Grand 
Chapter of Canada not only denies recognition to the A lberta Grand 
Chapter but also appeals to other Grand Jurisdictions to refus e them 
recogn ition. 

On the other hand there are a number of Royal Arch Masons ir: 
Alberta who claim the legal erection of a Grand Chapter in this Prov
ince, and who having transferred their allegiance to it, not only deny 
the violation of the rights and privileges of any of their companions 
or of the Grand Chapte r of Canada itself, but a lso seek recognition hy 
the parent Grand Chapter as well as that of other Grand Chapters. In 
the meantime the breach widens, feeling on either side intensifies and 
matters purely masonic have become the subject of litigation in civil 
courts, in the suits of Lindsay vs. Empey et a ! and Hill vs Allen et al. 

The violation of the rights and privileges of Companions (whether 
few or many) in any jurisdiction is not to be lightly or passively 
regarded and certainly of no less importance are the righ ts and 
privileges of Grand Chapters themselves. including the prerogative of 
bestowal or withholding fraternal recognition. 

It is not sufficient for the Grand Chapter of Alberta to simply state 
that it has been regularly erected, and having superseded the forme-r 
Grand Chapter, which was in lawful occupation of the territory, that 
it is therefore entitled to recognition. These statements must be 
founded upon and borne out by the facts. Nor on the other hand is 
it sufficient for either few or many Companions or for another Grand 
Chapter itself to chall enge, simply by unsupported statements, the 
regularity of the formation and lega l existence of a new or superseding 
Grand Chapter. Their statements must also be supported by the facts; 
and if the disoutants cannot amongst themselves adiust a settlement of 
their own differences, the other outside Grand Jurisdictions cannot and 
will not attempt to do so for them without the fullest possible informa
tion from both sides. In fact other outside Grand Jurisdictions must 
stand somewhat in the position of jurymen who are charged with a 
duty of receiving, considering and weighing all statements of fa ct or 
material submitted or otherwise obtainable before pronouncement of 
their verdict. Therefore, in this dispute, if sufficient time has elapsed 
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to permit all reasonable endeavors of amicable adjustment to be made. 
without outside intervention, or if an appeal has been made for either 
recognition or discountenance, or if for any other reason it has become 
the duty or privilege of outsiders to intervene by way of friendly 
advice, recognition or discountenance, the primary and most important 
of all questions necessarily emanating from such intervention is "What 
are the essential or governing facts?" So long as the facts remain 
unsettled, just so long must the disputants remain at issue. unless of 
course one or other is willing to give in and accept as correct the 
other's contentions. And while the facts are at issue or are not so self
evident as to remove reasonable doubt, no fair disputant, particularly 
in masonic matters, will either seek or accept a snap verdict which 
cannot be supported by facts, much less will any fair disputant seek or 
accept judgment upon misrepresentation of facts. 

Again, it not infrequently happens that upon a given state of facts 
there is honest difference of opinion upon the interpretation and appli
cation of the law, which difference of opinion can best be reconciled 
by solicited or proffered outside intervention. However, in this con-
nection, it should be observed that while everyone is presumed to 
know th e law, there is no such presumption with respect to a knowl
edge of the facts. Therefore a misguidance or misdirection with 
respect to masonic jurisprudence may in a m easure be excusable 
because of presumed equal knowledge, but wilful misguidance or 
misdirection upon an erroneous statement of facts cannot for a 
moment be tolerated. 

Dealing firstly then with the issues upon questions of fact there 
should be grouped together the essen tial or governing facts which 
a re not at issue and which, if disputed, will be masonically and judi
cially 11oticed and accepted with out proof. 

(1) The Grand Chapter of Canada had been for many years in 
undisputed legal Masonic occupation of the territory known as the 
Province of Alberta; 

(21 In 1905 political autonomy was granted to Alberta when it be
came and has since remained a Province; 

(3) Shortly after Alberta became a Province, a Grand Lodge of 
A. F. and A. Masons for Alberta was formed and has since enjoyed 
continuous prosperity; 

(4) The City of Edmonton, the capital of Alberta, is distant from 
Toronto, the capit a l of Ontario, about 2,100 miles; 

(51 The Grand Chapter of Canada at the time of the formation of 
the Grand Chapter of Alberta did not, as its name might imply, hold 
jurisdiction over the whole of Canada. There were several other Grand 
Chapters within the Dominion of Canada ; neither was there a General 
Grand Chapter within the Dominion of Canada; 

(6) On and prior to the 29th day of May, 1914, there were fourteen 
Royal Arch Chapters within the Province of Alberta, e leven of whic h 
were under warrant from the Grand Chapter of Canada and the remain
ing three under dispensation from that Grand Body. The Chapters 
holding warrants were: Alberta, No. 106; Mount Horeb, No. 172; Bow 
Valley, No. 188; Shekinah, No 158; Bekah, No. 176; North Star, No. 
118; Otuskwan, No. 179; Calgary, No. 189; Assiniboia, No. 126; Golden 
West, No. 159; Kether, No. 177. The Chapters under dispensation 
were Keystone, Vermilion and Capital City. 

There may also be grouped together some of the allegations or 
issues none the less essential and governing in their nature which may 
not be masonically noticed or accepted without proof, but which are 
capable of proof or of being established by proceedings, books, 
records, notices, r esolutions and admissions. This group may be taken 
up and conveniently dealt with as follows: 
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Firstly, the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Alberta in support 
of that Grand Chapter's right to exist, aver that of the above-named 
eleven warranted Chapters the authority and credentials of nine were 
satisfactory and that of the nine chapters thus entitled to vote, there 
was a substantial majority in favor of the erection of the Grand 
Chapter of Alberta, and that such Grand Chapter was duly and regu
larly erected, thereby becoming entitled in the ordinary course of 
events to recognition by the mother Grand Chapter as well as by other 
Grand Chapters. 

All these averments have been impeached in very strong language 
by Judge MacWatt, the then Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada 
and his address having been adopted by that Grand Body, th ese twn 
Grand Chapters are at once placed at issue upon and with respect to 
these essential or governing facts, the language of the Grand Z. at 
page 17 being: 

"On referring to the very full account of what took place at the 
"Conve ntion set out in Appendices 4 and 5, you will see that if the 
"leaders of the revolt adhered to truth, the vote should have been 
ureversed, four for and five against." 

This language not only raises a straight issue; but it goes to the 
very groundwork and foundation of th e Grand Chapter of Alberta in 
impeaching the veracity of the leaders in the movement. Should this 
issue be allowed to remain word against word, or should the true facts 
be established and made known at the earliest possible moment? If 
there is to b e found material in the quarries which, if brought up for 
inspection will speak for itself, is it not the duty of Companions in 
Alberta to present that material? The Past Grand Z has passed and 
accepted Appendices 4 and 5 to his annual address (pages 31 t o 37) a:
material upon which to base the above statement and many of his 
actions and arguments. 

Dealing with these Appendices in their order and setting the state
ments therein contained side by side with the statements and aver
ments, as found in the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, 
and investigating and weighing these statements with recogn ized 
standards in the broad daylight of masonic truth, and w ith inforn1ation 
at hand which will be masonically and judicially accepted th e wo rld 
over, what will be the net result and to what extent is there justifica
tion for such strong language as "non-adherence to the truth,"' 
"rebels ," "intimidators," "misleaclers," "spreaders of falsehoods,' 
"breakers clown of doors," etc.? The first important question, there
fore, to be decided is, did the Grand Chapter of Alberta as alleged by 
it, start out vvith a majority of the Chapters in Alberta entitled to vote 
on the question of its formation, or was it a fact, as stated by the 
Grand Z, that there were fonr for the formation of the Grand Chapter 
and five against it? Upon a settlement of this fact much will depend, 
including the rightful or wrongful use of the words, "If the leaders of 
the revolt adhered to the truth." 

It is admitted by both Grand Chapters that on the 29th clay of Ma}·, 
1914, there were the eleven warranted Chapters, which have already 
been named, and the three Chapters under dispensation. I r will b e 
masonically noticed that Chapters under dispensation have no right 
to vote. 

Quoting from the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, 
page 4: 

"On motion of Rig-ht Excellent Companion S. E. Cornell, Past 
"Principal z. of North Star Hoyal Arch Chapter, seconded by Excellent 
"Companion A. '\Vest, First Principal Z. of North Star Royal Arch 



"Chapter, the Chairman appointed the following Excellent Companions 
"the committee to examine and report · upon the Credentials of dele
"ga tes claiming seats in this Convention, viz. : 

J. S. Lambert -------------------------------- --·---2 . No. 176 G.R~C. 
John M. Empey _______ ---------------------------2. No. 106 G.R.C. 
A. West ----------------- ------------------- __ ___ z. No. 118 G.R.C. 

"Excellent Companion Lambert, from the Committee on Creden
" tia ls, reported tha t the following Companions were present duly ac
"credited from their respective Chapters, to occupy seats a nd· take 
"part in the proceedings of the Convention, viz.: 

ALBERTA CHAPTER, NO. 106, G.R.C. 
Ex. Companion John M. Empey __________________________ ___ ____ i, 
Ex. Companion Victor A. Bowes ________________________________ H. 
Very Ex. Companion Melvin M. D owney ________________________ p, Z. 
Ex. Companion George ]. Davis ___ --------------------------r--p· Z. 
Ex. Companion D. G. CampbelL _______________________________ p, Z. 
Rt. Ex. Companion George HilL----------------------------~- --P. Z. 
Very Ex. Companion T. Fred English ___________________________ P, Z. 
Rt. Ex. Companion J. N. Rankin ________________________________ P. Z. 
Rt. Ex. Companion N. ]. Lindsay _______________________________ P, Z. 
Rt. Ex. Companion A. W. R. Markley ___________________________ P, Z. 
Rt. Ex. Companion ]. H. Argue-----------------·--------------,.--P. Z. 

NORTH STAR CHAPTER, NO. 118, G.R.C. 

Ex. Companion A. WesL------------------------------------·---2. 
Rt. Ex. Companion S. E. CornelL---------------------------~--- P. Z. 

SHEKINAH CHAPTER, NO. 158, G.R.C. 
Ex. Companion John Jones _____________________________________ H. 

GOLDEN WEST CHAPTER, NO. 159, G.R.C. 
Ex. Companion A. A. Ballachey ______________________________ .:. __ z. 
Ex. Companion G. D. Stanley ___________________________ ________ p, Z. 

BEKAH CHAPTER, NO. 176, G.R.C. 
Ex. Compa nion f S. L amberL __________________________________ z. 
Ex. Companion D. L. Murison _________________________________ H. 
Ex. Companion T. C. Bruce - ----------------------------- ------·P. Z. 

KETHER CHAPTER, NO. 177, G.R.C. 

Rt. Ex. Companion A. C. Kemmis ------------------------··---- P. Z. 
Ex. Companion John Kennis (Kemmis) ________________________ p, Z. 

OTUSKWAN CHAPTER, NO. 179, G.R.C. 

Ex. Companion Gaius Allen --- --------------------------------H. 
Ex. Companion T hos. Rankine - ------------- 7 ------------------P. Z. 
Rt. Ex. Companion S. Y. Taylor ________________________________ p, Z. 

BOW VALLEY CHAPTER, NO. 188, G.R.C. 

Ex. Companion A. H . Spurr ------------------------------------2. 
Ex. Companion T. H. Irvine - ----------------------------------1· 
Ex. Companion A. R. Yates- -----------------··----------------- P. Z. 
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CALGARY CHAPTER, NO. 189, G.R.C. 

Ex. Companion]. E. Johnson ----------------------------- ---- - 2. 
Ex. Companion F. R. J elfs _________ ___________________________ H. 
Ex. Companion Rev. Peter A. Walker --------------------·------]. 

On motion of Right Excellent Companion A. W. R. Ma rkley, 
Past First Principal Z. of Alberta Royal Arch Chapter, seconded by 
Excellent Companion A. H. Spurr, First Principal Z. of Bow Va ll C'y 
Royal Arch Chapter, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Credential Committee be 
received and the Companions and Chapters therein named be entitled 
to seats and votes in this Convention, and that the Committ ee hav e 
leave to sit again. 

Comparing w ith this the report of Companion A. C. Kemmi~. 
Appendix 4, upon which the Grand Z. relies, we find his summary of 
the vote in these words: 

"The Motion was then put b y the Chairman, which vote resulted as 
"follows: 

"Alberta, in favor. 
" North Star, in favor. 
"Assiniboia, no vote allowed 
"Shekinah, against. 
"Golden West, r efused to vote. 
"Rt. Ex. Companion Ballachey stating that as the resolution of his 

"Chapter provided for the consent of the Grand Chapter, he could not 
"voct- for the motion, but would not vote against it under the circum
l•stanc~s. 

'"Hekah, in favor. 
" Kether, against. 
"Otuskw an, in favor . 
"Bow Valley, U. D., in favor. 
"Calgary, U. D., in favor. 
"Mount Horeb resolution read by the Chairman and counted as a 

"vote in favor, a lthough no representative was present. 
"The motion was therefore carried by 7 to 2, with one Chapter 

"refusing to vote and the other vote refused. 
"The meeting then adjourned for lunch. 

"Those Chapters r emaining under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
"Chapter of Canada and representatives of Shekinah, Kether, Assini
"boia and Golden West did not attend the afternoon session " 

A. C. KEMMIS, 
P. G. S. 17A. 

It is to be observed that Companion Kemmis refers to Bow Val
ley Chapter and Calgary Chapter as being under dispensation; but 
upon reference to the Grand Z's address, page 18, it will be found 
that both of these Chapters were warranted respectively as Nos. 188 
and 189 on the Grand Registry of Canada. 

From Companion Kemmis' report, the following warranted Chap
ters, namely:-Aiberta, North Star, Otuskwan, Bekah, Bow Valley 
and Calgary voted in favor of the formation of the Grand Chapter 
and the fo llowing warranted Chapters, namely:-Shekinah and Kether 
voted against its formation, with the vote of the only remaining 
warranted Chapters, namely, Assiniboia not allowed, Golden West 
refusing to vote and Mt. Horeb having no representative. One is 
therefore totally unable to see how Appendix 4 can in any sense sup-
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port the Grand Z's statement at page 17 that there was a majority 
of one against the formation of the Grand Chapter. Rather does 
not this Appendix unquestionably support the contention and position 
of the Grand Chapter of Alberta? 

Then referring to Appendix 5, page 36. Under ordinary circum
stances it would be of little, if any, value in supporting any 
statem ent since it is unsigned; but the Grand Z having referred to it 
in support of his statement, it should at least be considered to the 
extent of ascertaining in how far it supports him. In the very open
ing remarks, we have these words:-

"1 enclose you herewith a report of the meeting in Calgary, which 
"as you are doubtless already aware, resulted in a victory for those in 
"favor of a local Gra nd Chapter." 

Unless the author of this unsigned report further on in the same 
document contradicts his opening statement "the meeting resulted 
in a victory for those in favor of a local Grand Chapter," it is difficult 
to understand why that Appendix should be quoted as an authority 
for a majority for one against the formation of the Alberta Grand 
Chapter. But suppose the author does contradict himself (which one 
fails to find anywhere in the report), a t the best we would have a 
contradictory and unsig ned document in support of a direct challenge 
by the Grand Z. to the veracity of the leaders of the movement in 
point of the number of Chapters for and against. 

Since it is so unusual to find a man in high office, whether of State, 
Judicial or Masonic affairs, using language of this extreme character 
and repeating and emphasizing it throughout his whole address, one 
is driven to the necessity of looking further into and analyzing for 
himself the w hole info rmation which the Grand Z. had at hand (and 
which, a s he says, is all disclosed in the proceedings, correspondence 
and various Appendices) in the hope of finding which side, if either, 
may be charged with a m isguidance or misdir ection upon the facts. 

An analysis and rearrangement of Excellent Companion Kemmie' 
r eport (Appendix 4) who spoke a nd voted against the formation of the 
Grand Chapter of Alberta shows "The motion was declared carried by 
7 to 2, with one Chapter refusing to vote and the other vote being re
fused." This accounts for the whole eleven warranted Chapters. The 
unsigned and therefore unauthenticated document (Appendix 5) says : 
"The meeting resulted in a victory for those in favor of the local 
Grand Chapter," and since these statements in Appendices 4 and 5 
are diametrically opposed to the Grand Z's finding upon the docu
ments, h e must of necessity have found something else upon which 
to base his challenge, unless h e is to stand clearly chargeable with a 
misguidance or m isdirection upon the facts. 

The said analysis and rearrangement of Excellent Companion 
Kemmis' report is as follows:-

Those in favor of the Grand 
Chapter Were: 

Alberta. 
North Star. 
Bekah. 
Otuskwan. 
Bow Valley. 
Calgary. 

Those Against Were: 
Skehinah. 
Kether. 
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Those Chapters which did not Vote or whose Votes were not 
Allowed were: 

Golden West :-Refusing to vote either way. 
Assiniboia:-No vote allowed. 
Mount Horeb:-With resolution in favor, but having no repre

sentative. 

With this analysis and rearrangement in mind, and referring back 
to the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, we find that 
the following Chapters r epresented by their principal officers and 
with satisfactory credentials were: 

Alberta. 
Shekinah. 
Bekah. 
Otuskwan. 

Calgary. 

North Star." 
Golden West. 
Kether. 
Bow Valley, and 

and it will be seen that the votes of neither Assiniboia nor Mt. Horeb. 
were considered. W ith all this in mind, Appendix 8 to the Grand 
Z's address is particularly interesting as eviden·ce of the actual facts) 
that the Grand Z. was seized of, because out of the nine Chapters 
with credentials and entitled to vote on the formation of a Grand' 
Chapter, the Grand Z. declared "inoperative and without authority 
the warrants formerly issued to the · Companions of the following: 
Chapters:-

Alberta. 
Calgary. 
Mt. Horeb. 

Bow Valley 

a.nd that those warrants were null and void." 

Otuskwan. 
North Star. 
Bekah, and 

It is difficult to understand why the Most Excellent the Grand Z. 
should have declared the warrants of the above seven warranted Chap
ters null and void when as a plain, mathematical proposition at least 
a number of them were required to bear out his conclusion from 
Appendices 4 and 5 that there were four for the formation and five 
against it . H owever, it is perhaps possible to still further clear up 
the question of what was actually before the Grand Z. when arriv ing 
at his conclusion, by further reference to Appendices 4 and 5. In 
Appendix 5 the undisclosed author makes the statement that "Lam
bert, First Principal of Bekah, h ad no authority from that Chapter to 
act." This statement is in direct contradiction to a statement of A. 
C. Kemmis in Appendix 4, wherein he says: "The Secretary read 
resolutions in favor of the formation of a Grand Chapter from the· 
following Chapters, namely:-Alberta, No. 106; North Star, No. 118; 
Mount Horeb, No. 172 : Bow Valley U.D.; Calgary U.D.; Otuskwan 
No. 179 and Bekah, No. 176." In order that there may be no mistake 
as to which of these Appendices is correct with respect to the author~ 
ity of Companion Lambert from Bekah Chapter, we quote the creden
tial and authorization of -Bekah Chapter which, according to the report 
of Companion Kemmis (Appendix 5), with the other credentials and 
authorizations, was produced and read at the meeting at the formation 
of the Grand Chapter of Alberta: · · 

"B.EKAH CHAPTER, NO. 176: 
"RESOLVED, that this Chapter hereby express: 
FIRST-Its loylty a nd devotion to the Grand Chapter of Canada, and 
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SECOND-The OPimon that in the judgment of the Companions of this 
Chapter , the time has arrived when immediate steps should be taken 
to form a Grand Chapter in the Province of Alberta, a nd that a meet
ing of the duly accredited representatives of the various Chapters be 
held at Calgary, Alta., on Friday, May 29th, 1914, for the purpose of 
forming a Grand Chapter for this Province. 

(Seal) 
BEKAH R. A. CHAPTER (Signed) S M. FRASER, Scribe E." 

No. 179. 
I nst. 1910, (Signed) J. S. LAMBERT, First Principal. 

Macleod, Alberta. 

This credential and authorization is one of the nine credentials 
and authorizations r eferred to in the proceedings on the formation of 
the Grand Chapter of Alberta and which nine credentials and authori
zations wer e admitted and filed as Exhibits in the civil action of 
Lindsay vs. Empey et al, and they verify Excellent Companion Kem
mis' statement r egarding the resolutions of seven of the eleven war 
ranted Chapters being in favor of the formation of the Grand Chapter 
of Alberta. 

It will therefore be noted that the very Chapters w hich had for
warded resolutions in favor of the formation of a Grand Chapter, ac
cording to Appendix 4, were the identical seven Chapters whose war
rants were declared null and void, it being borne in mind, however, 
that Companion A. C. Kemmis was in error when he referred (in his 
report, Appendix 4) to Bow Valley Chapter and Calgary Chapter 
as under dispensation, these Chapters having been warranted and 
registered as Nos. 188 and 189 respectively on the Grand Registry of 
Canada. 

From the foregoing examination of the reports adopted by the 
Grand Z. as supporting his statements and actions and from the ac
tions of the Grand Z. based upon such r eports, one fails to find any 
justifica tion for the statement of the Grand Z. that "On referring to 
the very fu ll account of what took place at the Convention set out in 
Appendices 4 and S, you w ill see that if the leaders of the revolt 
adhered to truth, the vote should have been reversed, four for and 
five against," and that being so, his challenge to the veracity of the 
Alberta Companions would appear to be not only unjustifiable in 
point of fact, but should be recalled as a misdirection or misguidance 
upon the facts. · 

Secondly, at page 25, the Most Excellent the Grand Z. of the 
Grand Chapter of Canada in his address says :-"Having formed their 
Grand Chapter and selected officers w ith only seventeen present, they 
elected thirty-three officers." 

Opposed to this statement we have the statement contained in. 
the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of A lberta (hereinbefore 
quoted) that there were thirty-three Companions present duly accred
ited from their respective Chapters to occupy seats and take part in 
the. proceedings of the Convention, of whom twenty-four were present 
at the election of offi·cers, and that apart from the Executive Com
mittee, t hey elected only eleven officers, the remaining officers being 
appointed. 

Again the two Grand Chapters are at issue upon a fact more or 
less important and having some bearing upon the regula rity of the ini· 
tial proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Alberta , and if the truth of 
either of the opposing statements can be established it is perhaps 
worth while. 
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Appendices 7 and 8 to the Grand Z's address thrown some light 
upon this issue. Appendix 7 is an official communication over the 
hand of George J. Bennett, Grand Scribe E. of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada, from which the following is quoted:-

"And whereas, these Companions did convene in the City of Calgary 
"on the 29th of May, 1914, an assembly of the representatives of 
"several of the Alberta Chapters a nd did then a nd there, without any 
"reference or appeal for sanction or other communication whatsoever 
"to the governing Grand Body, proceed to form a so- called Grand 
"Chapter for the P r ovince, elect a nd ins tal officers and otherwise exer
"cise the prerogatives and functions of a regularly authorized Grand 
"Chapter, their pledges of allegiance a nd solemn obligation to the 
"contrary": 

and from Appendix 8:-
"I am also to info~m you that the following who participated actively 

in the forma tion of the spurious Grand Chapter have been declared by 
the M. E. the Grand Z. suspended from the rights and privileges of 
regular Royal Arch Masonry pending further action by Grand Ch apter 
at its next annual Convocation: 

R. E. Companion Stephen Y. Taylor. 
" " J. N. Rankin. 

S. E. Cornell. 
J. A. Argue. 
A. W R. Markley. 

V. E. Melvin M. Downey. 
E. J. M. Empey. 

G. J. Davis. 
V. A. Bowes. 
T. F. English. 
Arch. vVest. 
F S. Watson. 
T. C. Bruce. 
G. A llen. 
J. S. Lambert. 
D. L. Murison. 
A. H. Spurr. 
A. R. Yates. 
T H . Irvine. 
J. E. Johnson. 
F. R. Jelfs. 
Peter A. Walker. 
D. G. Campbell. 
Robert Patterson. 
E. D. H. Wilkins. 

Comparing this li st of suspended members with the names of 
those who were present at the Convention as hereinbefore named, it 
will be observed that out of thirty Companions present there were 
at leas t twenty-two suspended and the number of those who were 
present at the Convention and who were not suspended is largely 
accounted for in the Companions who were representatives of the 
two Chapters which were opposed to the formation of the Grand 
Chapter and th e Companion s of Golden West Chapter, No. 159, which 
remained neutral. 

From the foregoing would it not appear that in suspending 
twenty-five Companions who participated actively in the formation 
of the (spurious) Grand Chapter and recognizing the presence of those 
Companions of the Chapters w hich opposed its formation and upon 
whose statements of the proceedings he relies, the Grand Z. himself 
sufficiently questions his own statement that "having form ed their 
Grand Chapter and selected officers with only seventeen present, yet 
they elected thirty-three officers," to thereby continue the onus oi 
proof on him and to render further observations presently unneces
sary. 
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With respect to the Grand Z's statement that "they elected 
thirty-three officers, it will be masonically noticed and accepted that 
the Grand Chapter had occasion to elect only its Grand First, Second 
and Third Principals, its Grand Superintendents, its two Grand 
Scribes, its Grand P. S., its Treasurer and Registrar and that the 
other officers were appointed and that the Grand Chapter of Alberta 
did nothing more in this regard than their proceedings aver. 

To the extent therefore that these statements of the Grand Z. 
have prejudiced or are likely to prejudice o r have misled or are likely 
to m isle2d, they should, it would appear, be either better established 
or withdrawn. 

Thirdly, the Grand Z. in his address at Page 19, says:-
"The Appendices Nos. 2 to 20 g ive copies of all the documents, such 

as circulars and letters, explanatory of what was done on the 29th of 
May and since, and show fully how the warrants, regalia, moneys and 
property of several Chapters were removed and appropriated by the 
seceders, a lthoug·h they knew or should have known that such action 
was most reprehensible." 

and again at Page 19 :-
"Yet, in the face of their obligations, not only have they, Jed i:Jy 

Taylor, broken down the door leading to a Chapter room while the body 
was in session, but our warrants, books, records, paraphernalia, moneys 
and property have been removed. The folJowing extract from the 
return sent in by B ekah Chapter, No. 176, as to 31st December last, 
shows the position which several of our Chapters occupy at present 
from this cause: 

'Cannot telJ how many members 12 months in arrears, as not 
in possession of our books. 

'Assets-Cash securities, also property belonging to us in 
possess ion of a Chapter under G. R. A. and beyond our control. 

'Cannot telJ amount of dues outstanding. We have not come 
into possession of our books." 

and proceeding further at page 20 the Grand Z. says:-
"This r eorganized Chapter h ad a membership of 26 on 31st of 

December last, with nine petitions accepted. It m ay be well to mention 
here that this Chapter (Bekah) was not aware of the proposed action, 
never passed a resolution in favor of a Grand Chapter for A lberta, yet 
the First Principal without authority, voted at the Convention and was 
a llowed to do so without such authority."; 

and at Page 25 :-
"It may be added that these charters of the seceding Chapters h ave 

been seize d by the rebels, as welJ as the Chapter property, parapher
n a lia and funds." 

A denial of any such conduct by the Companions named and by 
all other Companions who by implication have been so charged under 
the terms 'seceders," "rebels," "breakers down of doors," at o nce 
places a very important fact at issue. 

This issue as understood and discussed in Alberta (apart from 
perhaps less than a half dozen over-zealous Companions, including 
and surrounding the well-known author of the unsigned Appendix No. 
5 to the Grand Z's address), is unattended with any such extreme 
language or bitterness as is found breathing from many pages of the 
Grand. Z's address and even by the time that language reaches the 
seat of the so-called revolt and rebellion it has lost much of its sting. 
Neither in the p leadings nor in the evidence a t the trial of the civil 
action over the right to the possession of the regalia a nd other prop 
crty was there any bitterness or ill-feeling. 
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Aside from the attempt on the part of Jess than a half dozen, in
cluding the Plaintiffs in the two civil actions to intimidate and em
barrass by threatened proceedings of various sorts, the matter of the 
property has been little discussed and is of small moment in Alberta. 
\Nhat these Plaintiffs really wanted and demanded was an admission 
of guilt or wrong-doing rather than the property. The answer to 
these demands-and the attitude of the new custodians was that 
while there might be a question of the property following the majority 
of the Companions in the transfer of the Chapters' allegiance to the 
new Grand Chapter, unless and until the charges in the method of 
acquiring them were either pressed or withdrawn, there could be no 
discussion in that regard. 

Since all the pleadings, proceedings and evidence in the action 
of Lindsay vs. Empey et al, for the recovery of the property are now 
of public record, they are open to all concerned to satisfy themselves 
as to the fact that they are absolutely silent in point of charges laid 
by the Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada to the door of 
Companion Taylor and others, in their method of acquirement other 
than by fo llowing in the course of transition of allegiance to the 
custody of the three First Principals of the same Chapter under 
;mother Grand Chapter. The judgment of the civil court speaks for 
itself. · 

The Grand Z's statement that "It may be pointed out that this 
Chapter (Bekah) was not aware of the proposed action, never passe.d 
a resolution in favor of a Grand Chapter for Alberta, yet the First 
Principal without authority, voted at the convention and was allowed 
to do so without such authority" has already been shown to be un
true by the authority of that Chapter which ha s he cn hereinbefore 
quoted in cxh:nso and which was produced and read at the Conven
tion and which i~ an authenticated exhibit in the above trial. 

It should also be noted in this connection that at page 15 in the 
opening remarks of th e Grand Z. under the heading of "The Alberta 
Revolt," he says: 

"Afte r several abortive attempts to form a Grand Chapter in that 
Province, on the 29th of May last, at a convention called by the First 
Principals of eight out of fourteen Chapters, two of whom, at least, 
were not authorized to do so by their respective Chapters, and more 
may have been in the same position, while one was instructed not to 
consent to such formation without the consent of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada, a resolution to form a Grand Chapter was adopted, as 
alleged, by o vote of five Chapters to four"; 

and it ~hould also be noted that Appendix 2 to the Grand Z's address, 
is a notice calling the convention "for the purpose of acting togethet 
in the erection of an Independent and Supreme Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter in and for the Province of Alberta," which was signed by the 
First Principals of eight out of the eleven warranted Chapters and 
that that notice is signed by J. S. Lambert, First Principal of Bekah 
Chapter No. 176, and it will still be borne in mind that the r emaining 
three of the 14 Chapters were under dispensation. It would be inter
esting to know the other Chapter the Grand Z. had reference to in 
order that its authority might be settled as unmistakeably as has 
been the case of Bekah Chapter. 
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Forir th1y:-At page 18 of the address of the Past Grand Z. of 
the Grand Chapter of Canada, he says:-

"The fourteen Chapters we had in the Province last May were:-

Alberta, No. 106, Calgary. Otuskwan. No. 179, Calgary. 
Mt. Horeb. No. 172, vVetaskiwin. Calgary, No. 189, Calgary. 
Bow Valley, No. 188, Gleichen. Capital City, U.D., Edmonton. 
Keystone, U.D., Red Deer. A~~iniboia, No. 126, Medi<;ine 
Vermilion, U.D., Vermilion. Hat. 
Shekinah. No. 158, Lethbridge. Gr lnen West, No. 159, High 
Bekah, No. 176, Macleod. River. 
North Star, No. 118, Edmonton. Kether, No. 177, Fincher Creek. . 

The fourteen Chapters we now have are:-

Alberta, No. 106, Calgary. Capital City, U.D., Edmonton. 
Assiniboia, No. 126, Medicine Vermilion, U.D., Vermilion. 

Hat. Tau Cross, U.D., Claresholm. 
North Star, No. 118, Edmonton. Bekah, No. 176, Macleod. 
Shekinah, No. 158. Lethbridge. Otuskwan, No. 179, Calgary. 
Golden vVest, No. 159, High Keystone, U.D., Red Deer. 

River. ?I~Hillvue, U.D:. Hillcrest. · 
Kether, No. 177, Fincher Creek. Mt. Olivet, U.D., Killam." 

An alalysis of this statement shows that of the last mentioned 
fourteen Chapters, there were the following:-

Tau Cross, U.D., Clareshol:n. 
Hillvue, U.D., Hillcrest. 
Mt. Olivet, U.D., Killam. 

there were the following:

Alberta, No. 106. Calgary. 
Otuskwan, No. 179 c~ P'"- rv. 
North Star, No. 118, Edmonton. 
Bekah, No. 176, Macleod. 

l which had been formed since the ~9th j of May, 1914. 

}
whos e warrants had been declared 

null and void and whose warrants 
are claimed to have since been re
instated. 

and the remaining seven Chapters, namely:

Keystone, U.D., Red Deer. 
Vermilion, U.D., Varmilion. 
Shekinah, No. 158, Lethbridg-e. 
Capital City, U.D., Edmonton. 
Assiniboia, No. 126, Medicine 

Hat. 
Golden West, No. 159, High 
· River. 
Kether, No. 177, Fincher 

Creek. 

were the warranted Chapters or 
Chapters Under Dispensation prev
iously formed who continued to 
claim a llegiance under the Grand 
Chapter of Canada. 

If the Grand Chapter of Alberta was regularly formed and was 
after the 29th May, 1914, in rightful possession of the territory known 
as Alberta, it will not be contended that the Grand Chapter of Canada 
had any greater right to erect subordinate Chapters within the Pr.ov · 
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ince of Atbert~. than any other Grand Chapter. The Grand Z. ·himseli 
recognized this position and quotes authority in supoprt of it at page 
22, as follows:-

"In Appendix 8 I quote from Dr. Mackay, a recognized Masonic 
authority, who thus defines what occupied territory is: 'A state or 
kingdom where there is a Grand Lodge organized and subordinate 
lodges working under it is said to be occupied territory, and by the 
American and English law all other Grand Lodges are precluded from 
entering in and exercising jurisdiction. '' 

Further, if the Grand Chapter of Alberta was regularly formed 
on the 29th May, 1914, it is at least questionable if the Grand Chapter 
of Canada had power to reinstate or issue new warrants to Chapters 
the onginal warrants of which by the Grand Chapter of Canada had 
been declared to be inoperative and without authority and had been 
stated by the Grand Scribe E. in his circular of July 17, 1914, as null 
and void (the action of the Grand Z. and Grand Scribe E. herein 
having heen adopted by the Grand Chapter of Canada in adopting the 
Grand Z.'s add ress) for the reason that it is at least debatable as to 
whether a warrant which has been declared by a competent or govern
ing body to be null and void may by the same body be afterwanls 
declared good and valid. It would perhaps be different if the Grand 
Chapter of Canada had simply suspended or declared voidable the 
warrants of the several Chapters. In that case they might properly 
have been reinstated by and under the Grand Chapter of Canada 
despite the fact of the erection of the superseding Grand Chapter; but 
in the face of a superseding Grand Chapter, if it be regular, it might 
well be argued that a re-establishment of thos e chapters whose war
rants had been so declared null and void could not be effected at all , or 
if at all only by way of petition and dispensation de novo, according 
to the well recognized Masonic Jaw governing the formation of new 
Chapters and since this must necessarily have taken place subsequent 
to the formation of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, the Grand Chapter 
of Canada with respect to those Chapters reinstated would be in the 
same position as with respect to Tau Cross, Hillvue and Mount Olivet 
Chapters, which have been granted dispensations since the 29th May, 
1914. And if this view of Masonic law is t enable, it would follow that 
there are but seven Chapters in Alberta presently under the Grand 
Chapter of Canada and it would also follow that the Companions of 
those Chapters formed by the Grand Chapter of Canada since th e 29th 
May, 1914, as well as those of the Chapters whose warrants purport to 
have been reissued are not regular. 

The above observations become at once pertinent in view of the 
attitude assumed by Companions of Alberta Chapter, No. 106, and 
Otuskwan Chapter, No. 179, in a notice recently published in the Cal
gary Daily papers: 

NOTICE 
"The Royal Arch Masons, Alberta Chapter, No. 106, meets in the 

"Masonic Temple, Alexa nder Corner, on the firs t Wednesday of each 
"month; Otuskwan Chapter, No. 179 meets in Masonic Hall, Seablom 
"Block, East Calgary, on the first Thursday of every month. Any 
"other bodies claiming to operate as Royal Arch Masons in this City 
"are irregular, spurious and clandestine." 

Alberta Chapter is one of the Chapters whose warrants were de
clared null and void and which is operating under a new warrant 
issued by the Grand Chapter of Canada. This is also the Chapter 
whose First Principal, Dr. N. J. Lindsay, brought action against the 
principal officers of Alberta Chapter, No. 1, on the Grand Register of 
Alberta, for return of property, regalia, etc. 
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In the statement of claim, Page 3, they aver: 

9. "The Defendants wrongfully neglect and refuse to return the 
"said property after demand made therefor. 

10. "Section 79 of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Canada 
"provides as follows: 
'If the majority of members withdraw from a Chapter the power of 

Assembly exists with those remaining, provided their number be not 
less than nine; but if less than nine remain, the Chapter becom~s 
extinct and its warrant, records and property revert to Grand Chapter.' 

11. "The Defendants by their transfer of allegiance to the Grand 
"Chapter of Alberta withdrew from Alberta Chapter, No. 106. 

12. "After withdrawal of the Defendants and others there remained 
"more than nine members who assembled and elected new 
"officers of whom the Plaintiff is the first principal officer. 

" TH E PLAINTIFF CLAIMS FRO M THE DEFENDANTS: 
"(1) An accounting by the defendants of the property of Alberta 

"Chapter, No. 106, taken and retained by them or by their authority. 
"(2) A return of the said property. 
" (3) $100, general damages. 
" (4) In the alternative, payment, besides general damages for value 

"of the said property amounting to $1,500, besides the money and any 
"moneys collected on the said mortgages. 

"(5J An injunction restraining the defendants from using the said 
"property and from collecting any moneys on the said mortgages. 

"(6) Costs of this action. 
"(7) Such further and other relief as the nature of the case may 

''require.'' 

and in support of that plea, they produced in Court and filed as Ex
hibit 22, the following Petition: 

Calgary, March 17th, 1915. 

To the Grand Z., Officers a nd Members of the 
Grand Chapter of Canada, Royal Arch Masons: 

We, the undersigned, Royal Arch Masons of the Province of 
Alberta, do hereby acknowledge the supremacy of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada, R . A. M., in and for the Province of Alberta, and our 
allegiance thereto and desire to be placed in good standing on the 
books of the Grand Chapter of Canada." 

This petition was signed by thirteen members. Alberta Chapter at 
that time had a membership of 250. 

Having discussed a number of the essential or governing facts 
leading up to and including the formation of the Alberta Grand Chap
ter, there still remains to be discussed the challenge to the Legal 
Masonic Status of the Grand Chapter of Alberta. 

Upon the establishment of this challenge will not only depend 
recognition or discountenance by other Grand Chapters, but the ces
sation of certain private Chapters in Alberta calling and advertising 
in newspapers that other private Chapters within the Province are 
"spurious," "irregular," and "clandestine." 

So much has already been written and is to be found in foreign 
correspondence of other Grand Chapters pronouncing in favor of the 
legality of th e proceedings and the regularity of t he formation of the 
Alberta Grand Chapter and its consequent legal status , one shrinks 
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fwm adding still more and in doing so, might plead in extenuation 
th.e fact that but a· very small portion of the foreign correspondence 
in the ordinary course of events, finds its way into the hands of 
the large number interested in the outcome. 

Whether obtaining consent of the Grand Chapter of Canada was 
or was not an essential step or condition precedent to the legal forma
tion of the Grand· Chap'ter, it would have been a thousand times bet
ter if ·c'onsent had been asked even though it should have been refused 
and the lack of that courtesy may not be justified even though it may 
not be a necessary- step or condition precedent to the legality of the 
Alberta Grand Chapter. 

Perhaps the best authority or precedent one can offei: on a question 
of Masonic. jurisprudence is an authority or precedent previously 
recognized by one's opponent. The Grand Chapter of Canada itself is 
authority for and the proceedings of that Grand body in the year 1870 
contain the foUowing statement ·of Masonic law governing the right 
of the formation of a Grand Chapter: 

"WHERE THERE IS A GRAND LODGE, A GRAND CHAPTER MAY 
OF RIGHT. FOLLOW .. 

The language of T. Douglas H errington, 33, the Grand Z., of the 
Grand Chapter of Canada in that regard, being as follows: 

"Since our last Annual Convention, the Grand Chapter o f Nova 
Scotia has b een formally organized and although I could not help 
thinking the action somewhat prematu re, con sidering the s mall number 
of Chapters existing in that Province, yet acting on my conviction that 
where there is a Grand Lodge, a Grand Chapter may of right follow, I 
had no hesitation about acknowledging the "GRAND CHAPTER OF 
NOVA SCOTIA" and wishing that body a ll s uccess and prosperity." 

Right Excellent Companion John S. Brown, on behalf of the 
Executive Committee, submitted the following report on th e address 
of the Most Excellent, the Grand Z.: 

"We beg r espectfully to support the opinion and argument on which 
the M. E. First Principal bases his recognition of the Grand Chapter of 
Nova Scotia, viz: 'That WHERE THERE IS A GRAND LODGE, A 
GRAND CHAPTER MAY OF RIGHT FOLLOW.' We trust, therefore, 
you will join with u s in extending the right hand . of fellow~hip to our 
young sister, and unite with u s in wishing her every prosperity and a 
long a nd continued career of success and usefulness"; 

and the fo llowing ext ract from the proceedings of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada for 1870, under the heading "Nova Scotia," contains the 
following: 

"We heartily welcome our young sister into the family o f Grand 
Chapters and trust she may have a long and prosperous career of use 
fulness. We a lso hope that this action will thoroughly unite a ll the 
Craft in our s ister Province." 

ln the address of th e same Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada for the year 1871, we find these words: 

"I would probably have been silent on the subject only that as the 
principle of having a Grand Lodge for each Province of the Dominion 
has, we all know, been in a measure acknowledged and assented to, it 
really becomes simply a question of time as to the formation of sepa
rate Grand Chapters, and when the limit of our jurisdiction will ·be 
still more curtailed It is the wisest course to look this contingency 
full in the face, and when that time does arrive, carry. out the change 
in a truly Masonic and fraternal way-giving and receiving, b earing and 
forbearing, making mutual concessions if needful, and avoiding heart
burnings a nd s trife, scorning wordy warfare, but wishing instead God 
s peed and prosperity to a ll con cerned." 
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The only comment on this authority or precedent found in the 

address of the Past Grand Z., Judge MacWatt, is to be found on Page 
21: 

"This Grand Chapter never claimed jurisdiction over New Brunswick 
or Nova Scotia, hence when these Grand Chapters were formed we had 
no cla im and did not present any. • 

Surely the Grand Z. would not seriously urge that one has to be a 
party to a proceeding to be bound by the precedent which it estab
lishes! It would indeed be a strange tribunal that would decline to 
follow a leading and binding case or authority because neither of the 
parties before that tribunal was a party to the case cited. 

It would, therefore, appear to be settled Masonic law and recog
nized by other Grand Chapters, including the Grand Chapter of 
Canada itself, that there having been established a Grand Lodge in 
the Province of A lberta, that a Grand Chapter within the Province 
of Alberta might as a matter of right follow and that, therefore, the 
question of consent at most is a matter of courtesy in procedure, and 
not an essential or a ·condition precedent. 

It may be and indeed is a courteous and graceful thing for one to 
say to his banker: "Please honor the cheque presented for payment;" 
but if the drawer of the cheque, as a matter of right is entitled to 
have it honored, it would scarcely be expected that one should find it 
dishonored because of the lack of even recognized courtesy. 

Fraternally Submitted as Material, by-

A WORKMAN FROM THE QUARRIES. 

APPENDIX NO. 2 
The Annual Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 

Masons of Quebec, 1915, under the heading Report of foreign corres
pandence by E. T. D. Chambers, P.G.Z., contains summaries under 
th.e sub-headings of various grand jurisdictions many excerpts con
cerning the Alberta Grand Chapter and from which is taken the 
following:-

ILLINOIS, 1914. 
Grand Chapter adopted the report of the Committee on Corres

pondence respecting the newly formed Grand Chapter of Alberta as 
follows:-

Your Committee is of opinion that there is nothing shown to 
justify the assertion that the new Grand Chapter is either "spurious" 
o r "clandestine." The "irregularity" claimed is a failure to obtain the 
consent of the Grand Chapter of Canada for the formation of a new 
Grand Chapter in the Province of A lberta. 

But as the question involved grows out of the domestic relations 
of the Grand Chapter of Canada, and as the question will come before 
that body at its annual convocation in February next, your committee 
is of opinion that courtesy requires that we should defer action on the 
request for recognition until after the Grand Chapter of Canada has 
convened. 
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K A N SAS, 1915. 

Your committee is of the opinion that the only question at issue 
in this matter is whether or ·not the majoTity of the Alberta Chapters 
in their organization and erection of a Grand Chapter in the Province 
of Alberta have proceeded regularly. Nothing is alleged or shown as 
a warrant or basis for the statement that the Grand Chapter of Alberta 
is spurious or clandestine. One should hesitate long and study care
fully the weight of his words before he alleges the bastardy of the 
·children whose parentage he cannot well deny. 

To be a malcontent depends. England was well satisfied that the 
Grand Chapter of Canada was malcontent, when the latter set up and 
established her independent Grand Chapter under similar circum" 
stances. Canada then was right, and her right was established. 

Your Committee has made due investigation and examination of 
the Abstract of Proceedings and other papers submitted herein in the 
matter of the request for recognition by the Grand Chapter of Alber
ta, and your committee finds that all the preliminary steps· in the or~ 
ganization of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons .of Alberta by 
a majority of the Chapters we re regularly made, and th e organization 
perfected according to approved Masonic standards and usage, and 
that said Grand Chapter was regularly and lawfully organized. 

KENTUCKY, 1914. 

The special committee to which was referred the app lication for 
recognition of the Grand Chapter of Alberta reported as follows: 

The proceedings of this Grand Chapter have been amply r eviewed 
in the report on Correspondence, heretofore made and printed. The 
necessity for more than one Grand Chapter in Canada is apparent to 
those who have studied the situation. Members of the Royal Craft in 
Alberta, who desire to attend the convocations of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada, must travel over four thousand miles, lose a week's time 
for the journey, and the trip costs each individual about $200. The 
question of organizing other Grand Chapters in Canada has been agit
ated for several years, and the report _of the Committee on Doings of 
Other Grand Chapters, printed in the Proceedings for 1913, wi ll show 
that it was under discussion then. Grand Z. Harcour t in 1913 was 
evidently not opposed to it, while the address of Grand Z. MacWatt 
in 1914 showed that that distinguished Mason not only opposed the 
idea, but exhibited some slight evidence of undue prejudice. The 
necessities for more Grand Chapters in Canada appear to be great, 
and the reasons therefor numerous. They wo uld, your committee 
is constrained to believe, prove of inestimable benefit to th e Royal 
Craft in Canada, and would also receive hearty welcome and reco;;
nition in this country, should they come to peace, harmony and per~ 
feet order. But it is proper to be candid in order to be fair, and 
therefore your committee recommends that before extending recog
nition to the Grand Chapter of Alberta, this Grand Chapter shoulq 
require of the Alberta Grand Chapter the recognition of the Grand 
Chapter of Canada. And after due reg ularity and consent had and 
obtained from the Grand Chapter of Canada (which should be prompt
ly given on proper request), then we should extend our hands iry 
hearty greeting. 
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The following is quoted from the proceedings of the Grand Chap
ter of Indiana, 1915, under the heading Annual Capitular Review, by 
Robert Archer Wood, P .G.H .P ., and under the sub-heading 

CANADA, 1915 

in referring to the address of Daniel F. Me Watt, Grand First Prin
'Cipal Z., is found the following: 

The remainder of his address is taken up with what he character
izes as the revolt or rebellion in the Province of Alberta. The bur
den of his complaint is as fo llows: 

That certain Compa,nions of Alberta had, contrary to a ll Masonic 
law and precedent, without notice to and without the consent of the 
Grand Chapter of Canada, formed a so-called Grand Chapter of Al
berta. 

That Grand Chapter should be consulted before action; oh the 
contrary, behind our backs and without even asking for consent, they 
proceeded to carry out their design. 

The whole point is, can Masonic territory, occupied by us as 
such for nearly fifty-eight years, and in the occupancy of ·which we 
have been recognized by all the Grand Chapters in the world for 
that period, be taken from us without leave or license by a few men 
composing a small minority of the membership in the Province of 
Alberta? Can these men trespass on our jurisdiction and violate all 
the principles of Masonic law and custom, as well as their solemn 
obligatio!lS ( 

Much of his discourse is not germane to the real issue. Many of 
his statements are controverted by the equally reliable testimony of 
the Companions forming the Grand Chapter of Alberta, and many of 
his conclusions are not true because the Masonic law and custom 
upon which he claims they are based are misinterpreted. As many 
of the best American masonic jurisprudents look at it the real issue 
is not so much the act of discourtesy on the part of the companions 
of Alberta in declining to ask for the consent of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada to the enterprise in hand (which tbe record on both sides 
clearly shows would not have been given), but whether Alberta as a 
Federal Province of the Dominion of Canada, with its own Grand 
Lodge, a membership sufficient to support a Grand Chapter and re
moved an almost inaccessible distance from the mother Grand Chap
ter, is not possessed of the inherent right, a ccording to r ecognized 
Masonic law and custom, to erect a Grand Chapter of its own as soon 
as a majority of the Chapters oi that Province decide to do so. 
There is no question but that they had a majority of the Chapters 
favorable to the project at the start and before the Grand Chapter 
of Canada became over-active in the premises. If they had a major
ity they did no violence to their oath of allegiance to the Grand 
Chapter of Canada, simply following universal custom and the ex
ample even of the Grand Chapter of Canada at the time of its for
mation, and instead of castigation should receive a mother's b lessing 
in t h e venture. They are the best judges, too, of whether they are 
able to stand alone. But parents are the last to recognize the matur
ity a nd strength of their children and the last to relinguish the r ight 
to infl ict punishment for wrongs either fan cied or r eal. And now th e 
Grand Chapter of Canada gets busy and spanks a few of the erring 
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children back into subjection and plants three more Capitular house
holds in the Province and then sets up the claim that the Grand 
Chapter of Alberta did not have a majority of the Chapters of the 
Province, and finally proceeds to declare the Alberta body irregular 
and clandestine and its members under suspension. Forty pages of 
appendices are submitted to maintain the contention of the Grand 
Chapter of Canada. With this contention we must await develop
ments, hoping that the exercise of charity a nd brotherly kindness 
between the parties concerned will smooth over the rough places and 
bring a speedy settlement of all differences. 

As indicating the rock-ribb ed attitude of th e Old Guard concern
ing this question of the right of the Alberta Companions to have a 
Grand Chapter of their own and of their r esentment of the endorse
ment of that action by other Grand Chapte;·s and by Masonic stu
dents generally, we append this paragraph from the report of the 
Committee on the Condition of Capitular Masonry: 

Certain Companions surreptitiously agi tated for separation, 
openly r ebelled against this Grand Chapter and bid it defiance. Why 
should these Companions assume that their dishonorable action 
should be recognized? The men who misled these companions are 
deserving of exemplary punishment. They have deliberately chosen 
the crooked path. They have appealed to Grand Chapters of the 
United States for recognition, and we are lectured by irresponsible 
members of some of these Grand Chapters as to States' Rights in 
Masonic matters, and told that these Companions should be 
a llowed to go. In the first place such recommendations have no more 
effect on us than the castigations administered by the heathen to 
their idols when rain does not come in answer to their prayers. The 
Grand Chapter of Canada is a sovereign body controlling its own 
affairs, and we will be the judges of what is justice under our Con
stitution. 

We of course knew that these Canadian Companions would fight 
for what fhey believed to be right, but we were not prepared for the 
unmanly and un-Masonic position that we have no right to utter our 
opinion as to the merits of the matter and that our opinion is con
temptible because it happens to spring from American soil a nd is no t 
in harmony with theirs . To flout th e opinions of such ju rists and 
masonic students as Warvelle, Perkins, Matthew Miller, Cleveland, 
Fulkerson, Wright, McClister, and others-men without interest in 
this case except on the side of justice-is the deed of braggarts and 
not of such as are considerate of the rights of others. Furt her com
ment is unnecessary. 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER, 1915. 
A lberta: Reference is made to the unfort unate conditions which 

exist between the Grand Chapter of Canada and certain Chapters of 
the Province of Alberta which seek to erect a Grand Chapter of their 
own to be known as the Grand Chapter of Alberta. Much corres
pendence was received from both sides and the controversy has as
sumed large proportions. Deeming it of too great importance to be 
dealt with hastily and that it involves important considerations which 
might affect disastrously the Masonic fraternity in the future, General 
Grand High Priest asked that it be referred to the Jurisprudence 
Committee for their careful examination and report. The substance 
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of the r eport as later submitted was a recognition of the right <?f the 
Companions of Alberta to erect a Grand Chapter and that the1r ac
tion was valid and their procedure legitimate and in accordance with 
Masonic law and custom, but that out of respect for the Grand Chap
ter of Canada and in consideration of the friendly and fraternal re
lations so long existing between us it was not deemed wise to ex
tend fraternal recognition to the Grand Chapter of Alberta, but to 
rest in the hope and ·conviction that prudent counsels would prevail 
and the present difficulty be amicably adjusted by the parties immed
iately interested. 

FLORIDA, 1915. 

Anent the Grand Chapter of Alberta contention he has this to 
say: 

I have investigated this matter to the best of my ability; I have 
conferred with well-informed Companions and there can be no doubt 
that under Masonic law in America whenever three, or more, Chap
ters exist in a State or Province, they have the right to unite and 
form a Grand Chapter and that the consent of the parent Grand 
Chapter is not necessary. I, therefore, recommend that fraternal 
r ecognition b e accorded to the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Mason5 
of Alberta. 

The Jurisconsults upheld the question of law as enunciated by 
the Grand High P riest in the matter of the organization of the new 
Grand Chapter of Alberta, but recommended postponement of recog
nition until receipt of fu rther information "in deference to and out of 
fraternal regard for the Grand Chapter of Canada." 

IOWA, 1914. 
M . E. Companion W . F. Cleveland, from the Committee on 

Foreign Corresponden ce, made report anent the petition for recog
nition of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, wherein h e declares that he 
"believes that they have proceeded regularly a nd in order," tha t the 
language used in the protest of the official hea d of the Grand Chapter 
of Canada to such formation was "intemperate," that he "does not 
believe tha t the facts justified the Grand Chapter of Canada in d e
claring the Grand Chapter of Alberta to be irregular, spurious and 
clandestine for doing what the Grand Chapter of Canada did in 1857," 
etc. He 'Conc;ludes "that th e Grand Chapter of Alberta is clearly 
withiu its righb ~. nd entitled to recognition by the other Grand Chap .. 
•.ers," but ! CLOJ.Ilrrtt ndes that no action be taken at thi-; !i"''' "J.n<! th:tt 
investigations continue until next year. 

The following special Report by Samuel Wright, P.G.H.P., to 
the Grand Chapter of Wisconsin, under the heading Grand Chapter of 
Canada, is appended:- · 

"One of the most regrettable occurrences ifl the Capitular world 
for the past or present generation has developed in this Grand Juris
diction and is by it s ty led "The A lberta Revolt." 

So intense is the animosity generated that the Masonic Virtues, 
Friendship and Brotherly Love, like the Rev. Peter Cartwright's 
saintly vestment as excess baggage, seem for the time to be abso
lutely th rust aside. 
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Evidence of the remarkable and unfortunate bitterness engen
dered by this subject is particularly set forth in the action of the 
Grand Z. of Canada toward Klondike Chapter, No. 154, as minutely 
detailed in his address. 

It appears this Chapter passed a set of resolutions regretting the 
action of the Grand Z. in declaring the Alberta Companions "irregu
lar, spurious and clandestine," etc., and expressing its belief that the 
interests of Royal Arch Masonry would be better served by overlook
ing irregularity on the part of the suspended Alberta Companions and 
further expressing the hope that the matter would be amicably ad
justed by the next convocation. 

These resolutions operated as the red rag in the fa-ce of the pro
verbial bull. The guillotine, though working overtime in Alberta, 
was despatched to the Klondyke forthwith. A g lance at the blood
stained device, however, at once convinced the quickly assembled 
Companions that their conception of the Masonic Virtues was ra.di
cally wrong and in sackcloth and ashes they were graciously par
doned, the incident stereotyped and as a terrible warning, generously 
distributed. 

Then again, in referring to Masonic writers, who have not appar
ently agreed with them on this subject in every respect, they frater
nally style them "irresponsible members of some of those Grand 
Chapters," ·coupled with the startling announcement, "\Ve will be the 
judges of what is justice under our Constitution even if we are cut 
off from communication with some Grand Chapters," etc., etc. The 
bare possibility that some of the details of their "Constitution," as 
th ey interpret it, may vary somewhat from es tablished Masonic 
usages seems not to h ave burdened their attention. 

Alberta is an autonomous province created in 1905 with legisla
tive, judicial and executive powers substantially the same as those 
possessed by the different states of our Union. The same year a 
Grand Lodge was organized by the Lodges of the province, 18 in 
number, with a membership of 1,169. Though failure was then 
freely pred·ictecl, it has increased as shown by last year's report to 84 
Lodges with a membership of 6,039, a fi eld as to Blue Lodge member
ship far exceeding that occupied by many prosper·ous Grand Chapters. 

The A lberta Companions allege as the cause for their d esire to 
form a Grand Chapter in their own province, the facts that to attend 
the meetings of the Grand Chapter of Canada it required a trip of 
4,162 miles at a cost of $200 and seven days' time, rendering actual 
representation therei n almost impossible, th ereby involuntarily invest
ing the power of legislation solely upon the delegates more favored 
as to their location, and as a r eason for their organizing without 
asking the sanction of the Grand Chapter of Canada, that the Grand 
Z. had in his address and in other correspondence indicated his op
position thereto. 

After the new G rand Body was organized, at the meeting of the 
Grand Z. and his cabinet hastily convened on account of the "Revolt," 
it was unanimously resolved to at once decapitate the A lberta Leacle;s 
and give their respective Chapters 30 clays to r epent. The G.Z. says, 
howeve r, that "Only one Chapte1·, Keystone U.D. (with a . member
ship of 10) did so." His statement that the presiding officer o f this 
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Lilliputian U.D. "attended the convention and voted" for the forma
tion of the new Grand Body is not sustained by either of the 
records. So it might seem that the pardon generously overbalanced 
the g uilt of this Companion to some extent. 

The Grand Z. says that the account given by A. C. Kemmis, a 
Past Superintendent, who attended the Alberta convention and was 
the principal objector to the resolution favoring the formation of the 
new Grand Chapter, which account the Companion says is "not a 
copy of any minutes," given in full as "Appendices 5 and 6," shows 
"that if the leaders of the revolt had adhered to the truth, the vote 
should have been reversed, four for and five against." We have read 
the Companion's "account" over very carefully and cannot for the 
life of us see how the Grand Z. came .to any such conclusion or any 
other conclusion than th at at least 7 of the 11 chartered Chapters 
favored the new enterprise, which seems also confirmed by the con
tinued affiliation of the 7 in the subsequent meetings, and finally in 
his. suspending the 7 for so doing, which he reports as follows: 

"On July 17, 1914 (I) caused the circular to issue suspending the 
"severi Chapters and their membership as well as the Companions 
"who had taken an active part in the organization of the so-called 
"Grand Chapter." 

In this wholesale excc11tion, he appears to have humanely con
sidered their feelings as much as the enormity of the offence in his 
judgment would permit by thus sparing them the pain and sorrow 
incident to the ordeal of trial-a Ia Robespierre. 

On this point S. Y. Taylor, the first Grand Z. of the new Grand 
Body, and at this time their Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
and also at this time the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge · of Alber
ta, says: 

"Th e convention of May 29, 1914 (the one at which the Grand 
"Body was organized) was called by the First Principals of eight out 
"of eleven, the chartered Chapters of the Province all of whom were 
"authorized to do so by resolution of their respective Chapters and 
"these r esolutions, over the signature of the F irst Principal, Scribe 
"E. and under the seal of the Chapter, were in the hands of the Sec
"retary of the Couvention for some weeks before the Convention 
"assembled. Seven of these Chapters supported the fo llowing reso
"lution:-

"RESOLVED in the opinion of this Convention it is in the best 
interests of Royal Arch Masonry in this Province that a Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter should be erected in and for the Province of A lberta." 

The Grand Z. gives the basis of their enmity, first, by quoting 
from his last y ear's address as follows: 

"I do not think the establishment of a Grand Chapter should be 
attempted without consultation with the mother Grand Chapter." 

Then he follows: "The hint is there given that Grand Chapter 
should be consulted before action, but it was not taken." 

Just what benefit to the Canadian Grand Body such action would 
have given we cannot understand unless it expected thereby to con
tinue some kind of suzerainty over the new body or prevent its or
ganization a ltogether. 
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The "hint" though perhaps broad still leaves us in the dark as to 
why a higher standard of love and respect toward the "mother G rand 
Chapter" should be demanded, if it be deemed such, than was accord
ed the Grandmother Grand Chapter, some 58 years ago, by her 
duty-bound offspring. 

The fo llow ing is a provision of the Constitution of the Canadian 
Grand Chapter which a ppears to be cutting quite a figure, no t only 
in their own rulings, but in Court proceedings now instituted by that 
Grand Body to obtain possession of some second-hand furniture it 
claims it inherits by reason of the "Revolt": 

"If the majority of members withdrew from a Chapter the power 
of assembly exists with those r emaining, provided the number be not 
less than nine, but if less than nine r emain the Chapter becomes 
extinct and its warrant, records and property revert to Grand 
Chapter." 

Based upon this provision the Grand Z. appears to have ruled 
that by the action of the Alberta Chapters in forming a Grand Chapter, 
though acting as Chapters, yet the members as individuals "with
drew" therefrom. Later, it would seem by the ski lfu l use of "sub
marines," perhaps the necessary "not less than nine" were secured 
in four of the seven Chapters, new charters issued thereto and they 
at once miraculously became the original Chapters and are still so 
maintained w ith the reduced membership. Notwithstanding the de
fection, the original 7 Chapte rs forming th e new Grand Body each 
claim a gain. 

The Canadian U.D. Chapters appear to have received considerablr 
encouragement, for instance, Keystone U.D. heretofore refe rred to, 
jumped from 10 to 76 members. The following from the Grand Z's 
address may assist us to understand how it might have been accom
plished: 

"Last Thursday, the 17th instant, I received a night lettergram 
from the Scribe E . of the Alberta Chapter, No. 106 (one of the 'not 
less than nine' Chapters) to the following effect: 

'M. E . Sir:-About eight officers, soldiers, leaving immediately for 
front, applied for exal tation. Kindly telegraph dispensation immedi
ately to confer degrees one day cancelling usual time notification of 
members. Thanking you in advance.' 

"And my reply was: 
'G. Z. desires First Principal's assurance that members have been 

duly notified and agreed and ·candidates qualified. See Section 92. 
Under these conditions go ahead. Send also names of a ll proposed: 

"Which doubtless was acted on." · 
It is but fair to presume that the "not less than nine" were all 

"duly notified," and the membership of this transmigratory Chapter 
doubled as per the w ireless. The curt command-"See Section 92," 
would seem to be from their cypher code signifying in our parlance 
"Get there, Eli!" Whether or not in their haste they secured "names 
of all proposed," the record is densely silent. 

The excited condition in which this jurisdiction has been thrown 
by thi s affair is also shown by the acceptation by the Grand Z. of 
statements without investigation, when the slightes t might cause him 
to hesitate before attaching his stamp of ·confirmation. The following 
is an instance: 



35 

"On Monday last, the 22nd, I received the ~allowing lette t: from 
"the Scribe E. of Alberta Chapter, No. 106, wh1ch seems to s1ze up 
"the situation: 

'I respectfully desire to draw your attention to the fact that as 
Scribe E . of Alberta Chapter No. 106 Royal Arch Masons, under the 
jurisdiction of and governed by the Grand Chapter of Canada, a 
further list of loyal members has been sent to Grand Scribe E . In 
sending this (the second list) the thought occurred to me that we 
were workin g on the wrong list. Why bother ourselves sending in 
lists of loyal members? It should have been a list of disloyal mem
bers that should have been submitted, and believe me, Most Excellent 
Sir, it would be an exceedingly short list at that. Outside of those 
who are holding offices, the disloyal ones are as 'scarce as hens' 
teeth'". 

In the same address some pages pre·ceding the Grand Z. gives the 
membership of the Chapters "before and after" the "Revolt" wherein 
he· gives this Chapter as follows:-"Last year 266: At present 38." 
As the 38 certainly include in addition to the original "not less than 
nine," some of the electrically exalted, may be some of those patriots 
who left "immediately for the front," the margin between 266 and 
38 would indicate that if the "Scribe E's" statements are true, the 
dental development of the Canadian hen far exceeds that of the bird 
of our climate. 

The Alberta Grand Body gives the membership of their Chapter 
"Last year 261; this year 267." To sustain their contention that when 
a Grand Masonic Body once obtained jurisdiction over certain terri
tory it cannot be divested of it or any part of it, the Grand Z. pre
sented the briefs and arguments presented some forty years ago by 
the Grand Lodge of Canada in its memorable and unsuccessful con
test w ith the then new Grand Lodge of Quebec, where the issues 
and circumstances were identical w ith those here involved. Quebec 
prevailed before the Grand Lodges of the world and the rule aga; n 
confirmed which Judge Drummond outlined as follows : 

"When the civil government divides one State into two and 
creates two indep endent States, where one existed by the operation 
of the Masonic Law the Lodges in each acquire the r ight to have a 
Lodge of its own. This result comes not from the civil law alone, 
but from the joint operation of civil and Masonic law." 

The learned Judge no doubt had particularly in mind the organi
zation of the Grand Lodge of West Virginia after that State had been 
severed from Virgina and strange to relate among the first to bid it 
welcome was the Grand Lodge of Canada, thoug h in the Quebec con
test soon after, it endeavoured to explain away and excuse its action 
upo n the plea that it "was done impulsively and without careful in
vestigation." 

This principle was recognized by this same Grand Chapter of 
Canada in the Canada-Quebec Grand Lodge controversy when it not 
only abetted the Quebec "Revolt" by accept in g Quebec petitions for 
the Capitular degrees, but by actually creating Chapters in Montreal 
for the exclusive membership of Quebec made Masons, though now it 
claims by inference that the Quebecers were a ll wrong. 

If this be the rule, and we find nothing to the contrary, a Masonic 
Grand Body holds absolute jurisdiction only w ithin the territory 
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under ONE CIVIL GOVERNMENT and th e local Masonic bodies 
in another-using the language of Judge Drummond-"ACQUIRE 
THE RIGHT" to have a Grand Lodge of its (their) own, "regardless 
of the "why" and "wherefores" of any person or number of persons. 

Neither does a Grand Chapter upon the same principle hold abso
lute jurisdiction beyoud the limits of the jurisdiction of but one 
Grand Lodge which cannot be better expressed than by usmg the 
language of this same Grand Chapter of Canada in 1870 as follows: 

"We beg most respectfully to support the opinion and argument 
on which the M. E. First Principal bases his recognition of the Grand 
Chapter of Nova Scotia, viz.: 'That where there is a Grand Lodge, 
a Grand Chapter may of right follow." 

The ideas of this Grand Body during the past 45 years appear to 
have undergone as much change as has its personnel, if we m ay judge 
from its action in this Alberta matter. 

The Grand Z. seems to rely upon some rule not within the pales 
of Freemasonry as we understand it. He says: 

"In fact our institution is similar to a partnership in which we 
are all equally bound, and to dissolve which we must fully agree." 

To be sure they may have their "Constitution" so fram ed that 
the statutes of their country pla:ce their Grand Chapter on th e same 
footing with, and in fact makes it as an ordinary mercantile institu
tion. This can affect the assets of the "partnership" only, and 
though under the "partnership" agreement referred to, in the threat
ened suit the Court should hold that the second hand furniture paid 
for by the Alberta Companions belonged to the "partnership," and 
that the Grand Chapter of Canada was that partnership, it would not 
·carry with it the rights of the Alberta Companions to form a Grand 
Chapter, if they ever had that right. No body or nation can by any 
law or rule make a M ason ic right a commercial asse t, if we are cor
rect in our opinion, 

The Grand Z, in his address further says: 

"Every one of the seceders, as did each of us, solemnly agreed 
and obligated himself to be bound by the constitution, laws, rules and 
regulations of Grand Chapter." 

Certainly the Grand Z, is familiar with the elementary rule of 
the Order that when "seceders" (as he styles them) acquire th e right 
to form a new Grand Chapter, the moment they avail themselves of 
that right, they are at once absolved from all rules and regulations 
peculiar to the old Grand Body and are subject only to the general 
rules of Freemasonry and such others as they may enact consistent 
therewith. 

The Committee on Correspondence as a clincher "fires" at a Com
panion this side of the forty-ninth parallel, who in his judgment is 
astray on the subject, the following: 

"In order to furnish our good Companion with a subject for 
thought as well as com parison, we will just state, as a matter of fact, 
that the Grand Chapter of Canada has under its authority in the 
Province of Alberta at this writing ten chartered Chapters, four of 
these being held by loyal Companions of Chapters claimed by the 
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insurgent element; but ·who repudiated the acts of the latter, and six 
Chapters working under dispensation, three being instituted subse
quent to the advent of 'the newborn child' (the other three a lso hav
ing since been instituted." 

Just what conclusion is intended to be drawn from this "com
parison" and subject for thought," we cannot imagine unless that by 
this concentrating its entire INSTITUTING powers on this particu
lar province, as to number of Chapters at least, it proposed to swamp 
the "newborn child," or as a further menace it contemplated launch
ing a new body in full sympathy with the "Mother Grand Chapter" 
to contest the field. The later inference is somewhat strengthened 
by the following excerpt from the adopted report of the Committee 
on Grand Z's address: 

"It would be well for this Grand Body to place on record its 
adoption of the principle that if any province in this jurisdiction for
ward with a proper request supported by all or a fair majority of its 
members asking for secession, it wi ll be favorably considered; but 
it is incumbent on this Grand Body to satisfy it self that such r equest 
emanates from the majority and not from a minority of qualified 
Royal Arch electors in that province, and the Committee recom
mends that if the Companions in Alberta, having regard to the pre
ceding clause decide it to be in the interest of Royal Arch Masonry 
that a Grand Chapter b e constituted in that province, the M.E, the 
Grand Fi rst Principal be authorized to further t heir request." 

The Committee of the Alberta Grand Body on this subject says: 

"During the past year no attempt has been made to institute 
new Chapters in those cities and towns where there are Chapters 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Canada. This truly 
Masonic spirit has not been reciprocated by that Grand Chapter and 
its supporters, and unless this Grand Chapter be accused of weakness, 
we recommend that steps be taken to comply with the wishes of our 
Companions who are loyal to the Grand Chapter of Alberta by issuing 
dispensations to them to form private Chapters." 

So we see this great Capitular district is in a turmoil, unfortunate 
to all and of benefit to none, requiring over sixty pages of their pro
ceedings to detail one side of the controversy and if we may judge 
from the Canada-Quebec episode, it will take twenty-five years to 
end it. 

On motion of M. E. Comp. S. Y. Tayor, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. 
V. A. Bowes, it was 

RESOLVED, That the address o.f the M. E. the Grand Z. be re
ceived and referred to the committee on the Grand Z.'s address. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. J. H. Argue, se·conded by E. Comp. 
N. Lindsay, it was 

RESOLVED, That E. Comp. W. F. W. Lent, M. E. Comp. S. Y. 
Taylor and R. E. Comp. J. E. Johnson be the Special Committee on 
Ways and Means of complying with Hillvue Chapter's r equest. 

GRAND SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORTS. 

The reports of the Grand Superintendents of Districts were then 
presented. 
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Report of the Grand Superinten dents of the First Masonic D istrict. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta: 

Speaking generally the Chapters in my district have made favorable 
progress during the past year and one of the most outstanding events 
during my tenure of office as Superintendent was my visitation to 
North Star Chapter No. 2 at its regular Convocation on the 8th day of 
February, 1916, where there was a veritable field day of all the Com
panions and when some half dozen candidates received the three 
Degrees. At the time of the formation of the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta North Star had a membership of about 200, and the only 
members of this Chapter who signed the Petition for a reinstatement 
of the Charter under the Grand Chapter of Canada were 19, and this 
number has not increased, but if anything it has diminished. 

One of the most regrettable occurrences during my year was the 
spreading of the much-talked-of legal proceedings instituted under the 
authority and direction of the Grand Chapter of Canada. We had 
hoped at one time that this might have been averted in my Masonic 
District; but the fact that harmony prevailed in this District seemed 
but an added reason why action should be taken but it was with diffi
culty that the Grand Chapter of Canada found any person who was 
willing to lend his name as Plaintiff in an unmasonic war. 

At the time of the formation of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, 
Capital City Chapter, Edmonton, was the Chapter which was under 
dispensation and retained its allegiance to Grand Chapter of Canada. 
The opposition in this Chapter came largely from the then and suc
ceeding Grand Superintendents. 

However, one has only to remark that the above mentioned com
panions were decidedly out of harmony with the great majority, be
cause it has been foun d necessary for Capital City Chapter to divide 
itself and form another Chapter known as Norwood Chapter under dis
pensation, which ·was started some nine months ago; and, of course, 
the addition of this new Chapter, Norwood, under the Grand Chapter 
of Canada, is not overlooked in the calculation of the numerical 
strength of the Grand Chapter of Canada, irrespective of the need of 
justification for another Chapter. 

It is very gratifying to me to notice in North Star Chapter the 
number of young and enthusiastic members, a large number of whom 
are conversant with the entire floor work, so much so that they could 
supply three teams at least for any degree, and it has not been neces
sary for a P.Z. to fi ll even in minor office for at least three years. lt 
also pleased us much to observe that candidates met in a most credit
able way examination in the different degrees. 

Mount Hor eb Chap t er, W etaskiwin . 

This, my home Chapter, has had a fair measure of success through
out the year, notwithstanding the fact that a large number of our 
Companions have been called to the front. Pea·ce and harmony 
prevails in this Chapter. 

The Companions are enthusiastic in their support of the Grand 
Chapter of Alberta and will do their share in furthering the cause of 
Capitular Masonry in this District. 
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I cannot close my report w ithout making some reference to the 
beneficial effect of the endorsation and stamp of approval of His 
Honor Judge H . C. Taylor, upon the regularity of the fo r mation of 
the Grand Chapter of Alberta. It will b e remembered that Judge Tay
lor is a Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of A lber ta an d is a 
Past Grand Superintendent of the Grand Chapter of Canada, and his 
decided stand in the matter has h ad a great deal to do wi th the setting 
at rest of a great many misstatements tha t were persistently made by 
the Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

In this District I am pleased to report that but a few of the Com
panions under Canada are out of sympathy w ith the G. C. of A. The 
vast majority of the membership, weary of the misrepresentation and 
strife engendered by it, would welcome an opportunity to gracefully 
and fraternally ally themselves with us in the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta. 

Fraternall y submitted, 

H. I. MILLER, 

Grand Superint en dent First Masonic District. 

Report of the Grand Superintendent of the Second Masonic District. 

To the Most Excellent th e Grand Z., Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of A lberta: 

There are in the Second Masonic District, over which I have 
supervision, the following Chapters: Albe rta No. 1, Otuskwan No. 9, 
Bow Valley No. 10, and Calgary No. 11. 

During the year two of the Chapters, namely, A lberta No. 1 and 
Otuskwan No. 9, have suffered seve r ely by having their affairs b eco me 
the sub ject matter of litigation. 

It is needless to say that I did a ll in my power to avoid the same 
and counselled our Companions against it at any cost or sacrifice, and 
I believe had it not been for the untoward a nd unseemly influence of 
the Grand Chapter of Canada our records would have remained un
smirched by r efer ence to civil courts. 

A lberta Chapter No. 1 is the o ldes t Chapter in the Province and 
during its career, wh il e neglecting no demand made on it fo r cha!it
able purposes, it had, in addition to providing itself with necessary 
regalia and furniture, accumulated a surplus of funds dedicated to 
benevolent purposes. That this paraphernalia, a long with the surplus 
of such funds, should become the subject matter of dispute, let alone 
litigation between its members, is to be more regretted than I can 
express. When this Chapter, with o th ers, decided that the t ime had 
arrived when in the best interests of Capitu lar Masonry a Grand 
Chapter of A lberta should be formed, and for some t ime prior thereto 
to my knowledge as a member of t hat Chapter, there was not a single 
dissenting voice and even the Plaintiff in the action, Dr. N. J . Lindsay, 
expressed no dissatisfaction. After the Grand Chapter of Alberta had 
been fo rmed, and inde ed some time thereafter, through seeds of 
dissention sown by th e then Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada, 
Judge MacWatt, a number of Companions withdrew from the rank 
and fi le and as shown by their petition signed by 13 Companions 
sought reinstatement of Alberta Chapter No. 106, under the Grand 
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Chapter of Canada, and which, having been granted upon the authority 
of that Grand Chapter's Constitution, of more than nine remainir.g 
they became the mouthpiece of the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

If it can be masonically accepted that a scant number over the 
"Constitutional nine" a re better entitled to the furniture and parapher
nalia acquired and paid for by a membership of over 250 and further 
that a baker's dozen can more efficiently administer a trust fund 
dedicated to charitable purposes, than ten-fold that number, then we 
can comprehend justification for the Grand Chapter of Canada's action 
through their mouthpiece and we can better understand the legisla
tion upon the Statute .Books of that Grand Chapter depriving the ma
jority the right of ru le in matters purely internal and peculiarly within 
their own sph ere. The efficiency of that leg islation not being quite 
to the liking of Judge MacWatt, his now proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Canada as follows, supplies any 
deficiency: 

"Notice of motion of M. Ex. Comp. D. F. Mac Watt, P . G. Z., that 
Section 81 of the Constitution be amended by the addition of the fol
lowing sentence: 

"The warrant is the sole property of the Grand Chapter. If it be 
surrendered by the Chapter dissolved, then it and all the parapher
nalia, books and funds of the Chapter immediately become vested in 
the Grand Chapter. To withhold any of such property is a Masonic 
offence and renders the offender liable to prompt discipline." 

Whil e I have no desire to question the decisions of the courts of 
the land, I believe that I am well within Masonic bounds w hen I say 
that Masonic law and procedure should have been invoked in the 
present case, and that, while the paraphernalia and fu rniture were 
being accumulated, as well as the funds, we had uppermost in our 
minds the advancement of Capitular Masonry and the needs of de
pendents as opposed to the ultimate ownership of the propei:(y and 
funds. However, in view of the enactments of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada and the above proposed amendment thereto, the same can 
neither be said nor thought of that Grand Body. 

Before leaving this subject we believe that th e Companio ns of 
Alberta Chapter No. 1 will be the more closely drawn together by 
reason of this unfortunate circumstance and, as is often the case, good 
will come out of evil. 

O tuskwan Chapter No. 9. 
The foregoing remarks apply with equal force to Otuskwan Chap

ter No. 9, which has also been the victim of litigation in the suit of 
George H ill v. G. Allen, et a!., and as an illustra tion that good has 
come out of evil, I would point to the fact that this Chapter since the 
litigation has ceased, has not only recovered from the untoward effects 
but has made truly remarkable strides, having r eceived and exalted 
since that time some thirty-six candidates, enabling this Chapter to re
place the furniture and paraphernalia of which it was deprived, and to 
establish a g reater fund for charitable purposes than that taken from 
them. 

Bow Valley Chapter No. 10. 

Bow Valley No. 10, located at Gleichen, has enjoyed a fair measure 
of prosperity commensurate with the circumstances surrounding them, 
being in a farming community with a large proportion of their mem
bership actualJy engaged in sowing and reaping the bountiful harvest 
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with which that portion of Alberta and the Province in general has 
been blessed. I had the pleasure of visiting this Chapter last May 
upon the occasion of the official visit of the Grand 2: to that Chapter, 
and we had a most enthusiastic and splendid reception. I am glad to 
report that the work in this Chapter is well in hand and every officer 
and member is filled with a spirit of devotion and loyalty to this Grand 
Chapter. ' 

Calgary Chapter No. 11. 

While t~~s is the youngest Chapter within my district it has been a 
veritable home of Capitular Masonry in the city of Calgary. 

While the furniture and the paraphernalia of the other two Chap
ters in Calgary, and particularly Otuskwan, were in dispLJte, the Com
panions of this Chapter threw open their doors nad placed their be
longings at the disposal of Otuskwan Chapter, and while the other 
two Chapters .were at times weary and ill at ease they always found a 
haven of rest and security within their portals, and their encourage
ment, counsel and sympathy in strenuous times ha-s been and is the 
keystotle and bon_d of union in the Arch of Capitular M<1sonry within 
my District. · 

T his Chapter, along with other Chapters w ithin my District, has 
r eceived not only official but many fraternal visits from me. 

In conclusion I point with pride to th e report of the Grand Scribe 
E. for details of the sple-i1dfcf progress that has been made by each of 
the Chapters in my District, and express my thanks to the Excel
lent Companions for honor confe1.:red upon me. 

Fraternally submitted, 

THOMAS RANKINE, 
Grand Superintendent Second Masonic District. 

Report of the Grand Superintendent of the Third Masonic District. 

To the Most Excellent, the Grand Z. Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta. 

In submitting my report as Gran d Superintendent I have not the 
pleasure of stating that peace and harmony uniformly prevails 
throughout my District. 1 have been aware through the address of the 
Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada, for 1915, and through other 
channels, that there has been a diversity of opinion as to the suffi
ciency of the credentials of J. S. Lambert at the Convention held the 
29th of May, 1914. So far as this matter is concerned it can at once 
be set at rest, because I, personally, was present a t the Convocation of 
Bekah Chapter when this resolution was discussed and there was only 
one person who spoke against this motion, which was carried. 

Speaking further with respect to Bekah Chapter I was equally sur
prised to hear from our Grand Z., J. N. Rankin, that there was d 

further equally glaring mis-statement with respect to Very Ex. Comp. 
D. L. Murison, First Prindpal of our Chapter, contained in the annual 
address of the present Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada at 
:page 21, which reads as follows: 

"Bekah Chapter No. 176, I am pleased to report, has now peace 
and harmony within its portals. A letter has been r eceived from the 
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Scribe E., of this Chapter, properly attested, asking to have Comp. D. 
L. Murison, one of the Companion s, who was named by this Grand 
Body last year for suspension, restored to full mt;mbership. -:r:he re~
son put forth for this request is that Comp. Munson ably ass1sted m 
bringing about peace and harmony in. the _Chapter. I trus~ G;and 
Chapter will take this request into consideration, and do what IS nght. 
In every case where a Companion has made an application to be re
stored and who has not been named by this Grand Body for suspen
sion, I' have suggested he be welcomed back to the fold." 

During the last year I have been closely and intimately associated 
with Very Ex. Comp. D. L. Murison, and his work in connection with 
Bekah Chapter No. 7 as its F irst Principal, and I could not compre
hend that our Companion Murison would be carrying on the work as 
First Principal of this Chapter under the Grand Chapter of Alberta 
and at the same time requesting that he should be restored to full 
membership in the second and other Bekah Chapter in Macleod under 
the Grand Chapter of Canada. I am glad to be able to state with 
absolute certainty that there is no foundation whatever to the state
ment or imputation above quoted and Comp. Murison has voluntarily 
placed in my hands as your Grand Superintendent from this District 
a signed statement, which I append to my report. 

With some irony I am, perhaps, able to agree that peace and har
mony does prevail in the so-called Bekah Chapter No. 176 under the 
Grand Chapter of Canada, because th ere are so few actually belonging 
to that Chapter that strife must of necessity be limited. 

I am able to state that since the formation of Bekah Chapter No. 
176 in Macleod under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Canada, 
or speaking more accurately, the reinstatement of the warran t which 
had been declared null and void by the Grand Chapter of Canada, 
that they have not b een able to hold a single meeting for want of a 
quorum. 

I am aware that some time ago the officers of Bekah Chapter under 
the Grand Chapter of Canada is sued an untruthful and misleading 
statement that a number of the Companions of this Chapter were loyal 
to the Grand Chapter of Canada, and that at this meeting they pro
posed to exalt Brother Dr. Millburn, and that; in accordance with this 
notice, Dr. Millburn drove 18 miles to present himself for exaltation 
only to find that there were insufficient Companions loyal to the Grand 
Chapter of Canada to regularly open the Chapter and tha.t the Candi
date had to return home. 

I may say that after a residence of 39 years in Macleod and district 
I am personally and intimately acquainted with every member of 
Bekah Chapter at th e time of the erection of the Grand Chapter of 
A lberta, and I am personally aware that there are not ten members of 
Bekah Chapter who are not loyal to the Grand Chapter of Alberta. 

Since the installation of the officers of Bekah Chapter under the 
Grand Chapter of Canada about a year and a half ago, I am credibly 
informed and believe that they have not held a single Convocation. 

Golden West Chapter. 

This Chapter is located at High River and is the Chapter which 
remained neutral at the formation of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, 
as shown by the resolution presented at the formation of the Grand 
Chapter of Alberta. 
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I am intimately acquainted with Dr. Stanley, Past First Principal, 
and I have it from him that over 90 per cent of the Companions of 
Golden West Chapter are in sympathy with the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta and that the reason they have not thrown in their lot with the 
Alberta Grand Chapter is that in doing so they would antagonize not 
more than half a dozen of their old members and that they are of the 
opinion that it is only a matter of time before these few Companions 
will see eye to eye with the majority of the members of Golden West 
Chapter and their action will be unanimous, and while I have b een 
approa·ched to the end of forming a Chapter in the town of High River 
under the Grand Chapter of Alberta, I am of opinion that this Grand 
Chapter has acted wisely in withholding action in this regard, believ
ing that it is better that the Companions of High River should come 
as a unit in due course than to come with a dissension of even the 
two or three. 

I am aware that an informal convention is being called at an early 
date by the Companions of Golden West Chapter to the end of peti
tioning the Grand Chapter of Alberta for admission as a Chapter 
under its Grand Jurisdiction. 

If we were to adopt the same line of procedure in High River as 
has been adopted by the Grand Chapter of Canada in placing a Second 
Chapter in Macleod and at other points where there are not more 
than enough Companions to successfully carry on one Chapter, it 
would be simply ruinous. Our whole attitude is to build up rather 
than to tear down the work of Capitular Masonry. 

The only other Chapters in my Jurisdiction are Shekinah, at Leth
bridge, Kether, at Fincher Creek, and Hillvue, at Hillcrest, and as 
Shekinah and Kether Chapters were openly opposed to the formation 
of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, I, of course, have had little, if any
thing to do with them, but a goodly number from each of these 
Chapters have personally expressed to me their wish to be associated 
with the Grand Chapter of Alberta. Hillvue Chapter has taken defi
nite steps to cast in their lot with th is Grand .l:lody. 

I regret that owing to my Parliamentary duties I have been com
pelled to send in this report rather than to present it in person. 

Fraternally submitted, 
ROBERT PATTERSON, 

Grand Superintendent Third District. 

Appendix to the report of. R. Ex. Comp. Robt. Patterson, G .S. 3rd Dis. 

Macleod, Alta., March 5, 1916. 
Most Excellent Companion, 

J. N . Rankin, Royal Arch Chapter of Alberta, 
Calgary, Alberta. 

Most Excellent Sir:-I was very much surprised yesterday when I 
was shown an extract from a recent report of the Royal Arch Chapter 
of Canada, which reads as follows: 

"A letter has been received from the Scribe E., of this Chapter, 
"properly attested, asking to have Companion D. L. Murison, one of 
"the Companions who was named by this Grand Body last year for 
"suspension, restored to full membership, the reason put forth for this 
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"request is that Companion Murison ably assisted in bringing about 
"peace and harmony in th e Chapter." 

J have only to say that I have never made any request to the Royal 
Arch Chapter of Canada for restoration, nor have I authorized any
one to do so on my behalf, and can only conclude that some of my 
friends in Macleod, with the intention of doing me a kindness, have 
made the application without consulting me in the matter. 

The letter referred to in the extract I quote, as having been written 
by the Scribe E. of Bekah Chapter No. 176, is located at Macleod, and 
which I am informed is under the jurisdiction of the Royal Arch 
Chapter of Canada. I can assure you that no such app lication was 
made on my behalf by the Scribe E. of my own Chapter, viz: Bekah 
No. 7, located at Macleod, and under the jurisdiction of the Royal 
Arch Chapter of Alberta. 

Yours fraternally, 
D . L. MURISON, 
Bekah No. 7, G. A. A. 

Moved by R. E. Comp. Joseph H. Argue, seconded by R. E. Ca mp. 
Andrew R. Dickson, it was 

RESOLVED, That the reports of the Grand Superintendents be 
received and referred to the Committee on Condition of Capitular 
Masonry. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
Letters from a number of other Grand Jurisdictions asking for 

more information; tenders from the Star Printing Works and front 
J. D. MeAra for printing annua l proceedings. 

On motion of Ex. Camp. FrederickS. Selwood, seconded by Very 
E. Comp. Gaius Allen, it was 

RESOLVED, That all communications on Foreign Relations be 
received and r eferred to Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. J. H. Argue, seconded by R. E. Comp. 
J. E. Johnson, it was 

RESOLVED, That the tenders be received and referred to the 
Committee on Audit and Finance. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
Report of Committee on Foreign Relations and Correspondence: 

To the M. E. the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of th e Grand 
Chapter of Alberta. 

M. E. Sir, and Companions-
! nasmuch as fraternal relations have not yet been established be

tween this Grand Chapter and Foreign Jurisdictions, we are unable to 
report on the general condition of Capitular Masonry throughout the 
world. We trust that this may be made possible at an early date. 
Meanwhile, we desire to thank our distinguished Companions of 
America who have espoused our cause and have intimated that 
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Alherta was within her rights and that recognition should be · gran~<>d 
her. We arc especially indebted, amongst others, to the followtng 
eminent Masonic jurists: 

M. Ex. Companion Robert A. ·woods, P. G. H. P. of the Grand 
Chapter of Indiana and chairman of the Committee on Foreign Corre
spondence. 

M . Ex. Companion S. Penrose 'Williams, P. G. H. P. of the Grand 
Chapter of Rhode Island and cha irman of the Foreign Correspondence. 
Committee. 

M . E. Companion W. F. Cleveland, P. G. H. P. of the Grand Chap
ter of Iowa and chairman of the Commitee on Foreign Correspond
ence. 

M . E. Companion Frederick T. Comee, P. G. H. P., and Foreign 
Correspondent for the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts. 

M . E. Companion Matthew M. Miller, P. G. H. P., and Foreign 
Correspondent for the Grand Chapter of Kansas. 

M. E. Companion Samuel v-rright, P. G. H. P ., and Foreign Corre
spondent for the Grand Chapter of \Nisconsin. 

We are content to submit our claims for recognition to these au
thorities in Capitular Masonry and to patiently await their final action 
thereon. · 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. Y. TAYLOR, 

Chairman. 

Moved by M. E. Comp. S. Y. Taylor, and seconded by R. Ex. Comp. 
V. A. Bowes, it was 

RESOLVED, That th e report on Foreign Correspondence be re
ceived and adopted. 

GRAND SCRIBE E.'s REPORT. 
To the ~1ost Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of 

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta. 
Most Excellent Sir a nd Companions:-

This report was enabled to announce last year that there was a 
substantial increase in our 01embership. This increase has been g rad
ual, and we are able to say that our numerical gain during the last 
year has been very satisfactory con sidering the difficulties under which 
we have be en workin g. \iVhile the in crease for the year ending D e
cember 31st has b een but twenty-six, yet we find by reports later 
from the local Chapters that some sixty candidates were exalted in the 
eight Chapters durin g January and February of this year. These la tf!r 
figures will appear in this report next year. 

I wish to express my appreciation of the prompt and courteO\.!S 
manner in which the several Chapter Secretaries have attended to 
correspondence and reports with this office. 

Reference has already been made to the trouble with the Gra_nd 
Chapter of Canada. The number of Chapters owing a llegiance to th;s 
Grand Body is Seven. No attempt was made to influence any Chap· 
ters under the Grand Chapter of Canada until after the meeting of 
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that Grand Body in Februa r y of this year. Our progress wi ll be 
rapid in the future. T h ere is no doubt that 75 to 95 per cent of t~e 
Companions in the Chapters in A lberta under Canada a r e sympathetic 
to th is Grand Body. 

Membership. 
Membership as reported in last Annual ReporL----------------- 775 

Additions. 
Admitted to December 31st, 191 5-------------------------- - 36 
Affiliated to December 31st, 191 5__________________ _________ 4 

Deductions. 
Deaths ------------------------------------------------ 4 
Resignations ------------------------------------------- 9 
Suspensions ------------------------------------------- 1 

Net increase, 26. 

Receipts. 

40 

14 26 

801 

Receipts for th e year amount to $609.10, all of which has been paid 
ove r to the Grand Treasurer, less exchange, 15 cents, as per vouchers. 
All amounts owin g to this Grand Chapter from local Chapters, w ith 
the exception of $14.00, have been paid. 

Monies received between February 1, 1915, and February 29, 1916: 
Alberta Chapter No. L -------- ---------------------- - - ----- $ 84.75 
North Star Chapter No. 2__________________________________ 332.50 
Mount Horeb Chapter No. 6-------------------------------- 18.25 
Bekah Chapter No. 7--------------------------------------- 23.90 
Otuskwan Chapter No. 9----------------------------------- 29.50 
Bow Vall ey Chapter No . 10--------------------------------- 15.75 
Calgar y Chapter No. 1 L ____________________________________ 104.45 

The dues for the year were 25 cents per capita. 

Dr. 
February 29, 1916, to r eceipts ______________________________ _ 

Cr. . 
February 3, 1915, by Grand Treasurer_ ____________ _ 
February 15, 191 5, by Grand Treasurer_ ____________ _ 
February 18, 191 5, by Grand Treasurer_ _______ _____ _ 
July 2, 1915, by Grand Treasurer_ _________________ _ 
January 10, 1916, by Grand Treasurer_ _____________ _ 
January 13, 1916, by Grand Treasurer_ _____________ _ 
J anuary 31, 1916, by Grand Treasurer--------------· 
Feb ru ary 7, 1916, by Gra nd T reasurer_ ________ ____ _ 
Feb ruary 28, 1916, by Grand Treasurer_ ____________ _ 
February 29, 1916, by Grand T r easurer_ ____________ _ 

$ 8.25 
47.50 
29.60 

200.00 
15.75 
87.00 
25.25 

114.00 
50.00 
31.75 

$609.10 

$609.10 

$609. 10 

We hav e examined the books and vouchers and find them to be 
correct. 

J. H. WALKER, 
W. E. HALL, 

Auditors. 



Assets. 
February 29, 1916, cash in bank _____________________________ _ 
February 29, 1916, regalia, furniture, books, stuck and s ta-

tionery --------------------------------------------------
February 29, 1916, accounts receivable ___________ ___________ _ 

Liabilities. 

47 

$196.25 

175.00 
14.00 

$385.25 

Februa ry 29, 1916, balance of loans from local Chapters______ $952.00 
Certi fied correct. 

J. W. WALKER, 
W. E. HALL, 

A uditors. 
Dispensation. 

T h e fo llowing dispensations have been issued by direction of the 
l1ost Excelltnt the Grand Z. 

To instal out of time: 
O tuskwan at Calgary ______________ January 12th, 1916 
Calgary at Calgary - ----------- ----January 12th, 1916 

T o qualify Second Principal who had not b ecome eligible by ser
vice in the Chair of Thir-d Principal. 

Calgary a t Calgary - - ------------January 12th, 1916 

Proceedings. 
In compliance with the orders of the Grand Chapter, six hundred 

·copies of the Proceedings of the Last Annual Convocation were 
printed and distributed. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Grand Scribe E. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. H. Darling, seconded by V. Ex. Comp. 
A. N. Lindsay, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Grand Scribe E. be received 
and referred to the Committee on Audit and Finance. 

REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER 
Receipts from Feb. 1st, 1915, to Feb. 29th, 1916. 

1915 
Feb. 1st-To Balance brought forward ----------
Feb. 3rd-To Grand Scribe E, __________________ _ 
Feb. 15th- " " " __________________ _ 
Feb. 18th- " -------------------
July 2nd- " -------------------

1916 
Jan. lOth- " 
Jan. 13th-" 
Jan. 31st- " 
Feb. 7th-" 

$726.75 
8.25 

47.50 
29.45 

200.00 

15.75 
25.25 
87.00 

114.00 
50.00 Feb. 28th-" 

Feb. 29th- " ------------------- 31.75 
---$ 1,335.70 
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Disbursements. 
1915 

Feb. 1st-By S. Y. Taylor, Grand Z's Expenses __ 
.Feb. 3rd- " The Star Printing Works, Covers __ 
Feb. 3rd- " Grand Scribe E., Postage and Phone 
Feb. 4th- " Yo ung and Kennedy, Stock _______ _ 
Feb. 4th- " Mae Garnett, Typewriting ---------
Mar. 5th- " The Star Printing Works _________ _ 
Mar. 6th- " Maud V idleman, Typewriting ______ _ 
Mar. 13th-" S. E. Cornell, Expenses to London __ 
Apr. 7th- " Alberta Chapter No. 1 return of loa n 
Apr. lOth-" Grand Scribe E., Sundries----,-----
Apr. 17th-" F. E. Osborne, Filing Cabinet and 

Supplies --------------------------
Apr. 19th-" Cyprus Preceptory, Ret. of Loan ___ _ 
May 15th-" The Star Printing Works, Stock ___ _ 
May 15th-" The Star Printing Works, Proceed-

ings --------------------------------
1916 

$150.00 
3.50 
6.00 
5.55 
5.00 
9.00 
2.00 

182.40 
100.00 

13.20 

42.95 
208.00 
21.25 

279.25 

Jan. 12th-By Grand Scribe E., Postage, etc.______ 12.00 
Jan. 14th- " Western Standard, Papers _________ 7.70 
Jan. 19th- " Underwood Typewriting Co., Supplies 1.25 
Jan. 31st- " J. D. MeAra, Certificates and 

notices -------------------------- 27.40 
Feb. 3rd- " J. H. Walker & Co., Stock_________ 13.00 
Feb. 21st- " Grand Scribe E., Sundries ---------- 13.50 
Feb. 21st- " J. D. MeAra, Printing -------------- 4.50 
Feb. 21st- " The Star Printing Works, Printing_ 22.00 
Feb. 21st- " Grand Scribe E., Postage, Telegrams 

and Phone ------------------------ 10.00 
---:$ 1,139.45 

Feb. 29th-Excess of Receipts over Disbursements ______ _ 196.25 

A. W. R. MARKLEY, 
Grand Treasurer. 

Audited and found Correct: 

W. E. HALL, 
J. H . WALKER, 

Auditors. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. J . E. Johnson, seconded by Ex. Comp. 
R. H. Struthers, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Grand Treasurer be received 
and referred to the Committee on Audit and Finance. 

REPORT OF COM M ITTEE O N WARRANTS. 

To the M. E . the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of th e Grand 
Chapter of Alberta. 
M. E. Sir and Companions: 

We, your Committee on Warrants, beg leave to report that no mat
ter under this heading has been referred to your committee for con
sideration. 

Fraternally submitted, 

S. Y. TAYLOR. 
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On motion of M. E. Camp. Stephen Y. Taylor, seconded by E. 
Camp. W. F. W. Lent, it was 

RESOLVED, That the r eport of the Committee on Warrants be 
received and adopted. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUDIT AND FINANCE. 
To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., and Officers of the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta. 

Your Committee on Audit and Finance begs to report that they find 
the books and records of the Grand Scribe E. and the Grand Treasurer 
have b een kept in an efficient and satisfactory manner. 

Your committee also beg to submit the financial statement certi
fied to by Companions J. H. Walker and W. E. Hall, as auditors, and 
consider same satisfactory. 

Your committee recommend that six hundred copies of the Pro
ceedings of this Convocation be printed and distributed and that the 
lowest t ender for printing be accepted. 

Fraternally submitted, 

T. RANKINE, 
Chairman. 

Moved by R. Ex. Companion Thomas Rankine, seconded by R. Ex. 
Companion J. E . Johnson, it was 

RESOLVED, That report of Committee on Audit and Finance .be 
received and adopted. 

REPORT ON CONDITION OF CAPITULAR MASONRY. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Chapter of Alberta. 

Your committee on the condition of Masonry begs leave to report: 

There are eight chapters under this Grand Chapter, with a total 
membership of 801, an increase of 26 since our last Convocation. 

The Grand Superintendents have presented their reports and we 
are pleased to note that while the past year has been a very trying 
one for this Grand Chapter, there has been a fairly good increase in 
membership, and that there is a general feeling that we have arrived 
at the dawn of a new era and that the present year will be a very 
prosperous one. Indeed, we are informed that one of our Chapters, 
Otuskwan, No. 9, has since its new officers were installed in January, 
exalted a large number of candidates, and that other chapters are 
awakening to the fact that "nothing succeeds like success." 

Owing, no doubt, to the war and the unsatisfactory financial ~on
ditoins, the arrears of dues in some Chapters have become a senous 
matter, and we r ecommend that steps be taken by the Principals of 
the Chapters to remedy this state of affairs. 

Harmony and peace prevail in all Chapters under this Grand Jur
isdiction. 
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We regret that a peaceful adjustment of our difficulties with the 

Grand Chapter of Canada has not been arrived at. In June of last 
year our Grand Principal Z. issued a letter to each Chapter in Alberta, 
requesting the members to vote on the following resolution: 

"WHEREAS, It is for the best interests of Capitular Masonry in 
the Province of A lberta that harmony should prevail amongst the 
Companions; and it is assumed that the same desire prevails in the 
Grand Chapter of Canada; and, whereas, the M. Ex. the Grand Z. has 
been authorized to appoint a committee of six to meet a similar ·com
mittee from the Grand Chapter of Canada; 

THEREFORE, Be it resolved, that this Chapter desires harmony 
and will abide by any settlement of the present inharmonious condi
tion which may be arrived at at a meeting to be held by the above 
referred to committee." 

Every Chapter under this Grand Chapter carried the resolution and 
many of the Canada Chapters did likewise, but we regret to state that 
immediately afterwards, lawsuits were commenced by parties acting 
under instructions from the Grand Chapter of Canada to compel our 
Chapters to give up possession of paraphernalia, etc., which had been 
purchased by the Chapters and which they considered rightly belonged 
to them. 

Surely the men who instituted these lawsuits have not read the 
Ancient Charges of a Freemason, No. VI., says "But you must never 
go to law about what concerneth masonry without an absolute ne·ces
sity apparent to the lodge." 

The committees suggested by our Grand Principal Z. would surely 
have been able to settle this matter amicably. 

But this action on the part of the Grand Chapter of Canada gives 
such answer to the overture of the Grand Chapter of Alberta toward 
such conference that this particular effort must be considered closed. 

In conclusion let us continue to act with charity and forbearance, 
and we may be sure that "the Most High" will prosper our under
taking. All of which is fraternally submitted. 

J. E. JOHNSON, 
Chairman of Committee. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. John E. Johnson, seconded by R. E. 
Comp. Andrew R. Dickson, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Committee on Condition of 
Capitular Masonry be received and adopted. 

R EPORT O F COMMITTEE ON GRIEVA N CE S AND APPE A L S. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta. 

Most Excellent Sir and Companions:-Your Committee on Griev
ances and Appeals begs leave to report that no grievances or appeals 
have been laid before your committee and that peace and harmony pre-
vail in the Private Chapters under the Grand Chapter of Alberta. 

A. W. R. MARKLEY, 
Chairman. 
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On motion of R. E . Comp. Andrew R. Dickson, seconded by E. 
E. Comp. T . Fred English, it was 

RESO LVED, That the report of the Committee on Grievances and 
Appeals be received and adopted. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 
To the M. Ex. the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of the Grand 

Chapter Royal Arch Masons of the Province of A lberta. 
Most Ex. Sir and Companions:-Y{)ur Committee on Jurisprudence 

begs leave to report that no business has ·come before this committee 
for consideration. Fraternally submitted, 

A. R. DICKSON, 
Chairman. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. Arthur R. Dickson, seconded by E. 
Comp. Frederick S. Selwood, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence 
be received and adopted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL DEAD. 
To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of 

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta. 
Most Excellent Sir and Companions :-Once more we suspend 

labor for a time to think and speak of the Companions whom we shall 
never again meet and greet on earth. They have responded to the cali 
that comes to each but once. Thus it is that we of this young Grand 
Chapter are writing in our book of remembrance the last official 
record of those from our midst who have gone hence since we gath
ered here for the performa nce of important duties a twelve-month ago. 
Each had a place to be filled and a m ission to b e executed, known to 
God a lone, and by him known to be completed when the end came. 

To some of us the severence of bonds brought g rief intensely p er
sonal. 'vVe needed them and they needed us under conditions peculiar 
to ourselves. Our handclasps had been stronger than fraternal. 

Four of our Companions in this Jurisdiction have been called from 
their labors here on earth to eternal paradise in the Great Beyond. We 
have also received official notice of the decease of six distinguished 
Companions of Sister Jurisdictions. 

We, Companions all, rejoice that Masonry teaches us how to live 
and how to die, and that Dea th but links us to the past and the 
future. 

"They're passing away, these dear old friends, 
Like a leaf on the current cast; 
With never a break in the rapid flow, 
We watch them as one by one they go 
Into the beautiful past." 

We respectfully recommend that memorial pages b e dedicated to 
our departed companions and to those of Sister Jurisdictions. 

Fraternally submitted, 
A. W. R. MARKLEY, 

Chairman. 
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On motion of R. E. Comp. Frederick S . . Watson, seconded by R. E. 
Comp. Victor A . Bowes, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Committee on Fraternal Dead 
be received and adopted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GRAND Z.'s ADDRESS. 
To the Most Excellent Grand Z. and Companions of the Grand 

Chapter of Alberta. 

Your committee at this, your Second Annual Convocation as a 
Grand Chapter, beg to report as follows: vVe recommend heartily the 
spirit of this address, as most fraternal, dignified and exemplary. vVe 
commend the conclusions and opinions expressed. We concur heart" 
ily in the embodying of the article by a "Workman from the Quar
ries" as appendix to this address; also the other comments by outside 
Companions of other Grand Chapters as referred to by M. E. Comp. 
S. Y. Taylor. 

We congratulate the M. E. the Grand First Principal on his attain
ing the sixty-ninth mi lestone of life, and hope the G. A. 0 . T. U. may . 
spare him long to fields of usefulness. 

Fraternally submitted, 
H. DARLING, 
JOSEPH H. ARGUE, 
T. FRED ENGLISH, 

Committee. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. Hiram Darling, seconded by R. E. 
Comp. T. Fred English, it was 

RESOLVED, That the report of the Committee on Grand Z's. 
address be received and adopted. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 
To the M. E. the Grand Z., Officers and members of the Grand 

Chapter of Alberta. 
M. E . Sir and Companions:-Your committee appointed by the 

Grand Chapter on ways and means of carrying into effect Hillvue 
Chapter's desire to transfer its allegiance to the Grand Chapter of 
Alberta has discussed the proceedings of that Chapter leading up to 
that request with respresentatives of that Chapter, and beg to report 
that, so far as this committee is able to discern the proceedings are 
regular and recommend that upon verification of such proceedings, 
which are conditions precedent to such requested admission, the same 
be acted upon by this Grand Body according to Masonic law and pre
cedent in that behalf and with all justifiable speed. 

S. Y. TAYLOR, 
W. F. W. LENT, 
J. E. JOHNSON, 

Committee. 
On motion of E. Comp. W . F. W . Lent, seconded by M. E. Comp. 

S. Y. Taylor, it was 
RESOLVED, That the report of the Special Committee on Ways 

and Means to carry in to effect the desire of Hillvue Chapter, be re
ceived and adopted. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION. 
R. Ex. Comp. John E. Johnson gave notice of motion that at the 

next Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, h e will move that the 
Chapters under this Grand Jurisdiction b e re-numbered as follows: 

Alberta Chapter-------------------------------No. 1 North Star ___________________________________ No. 2 

Mount Horeb ------------------------·--------No. 3 Bekah ________________________________________ No. 4 
O tuskwan _________ :._ __________________________ No. 5 
Bow Valley ___________________________________ No.6 

Calgary --------------------------------------No. 7 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
T h e election of Grand Officers was then proceeded with. T he 

l\1. E . the Grand Z. appointed as scrutineers, R. E. Comp. J. H. Argue 
and .E. Cornp. V. A. Bowes. The results of the elections were de
clared as fo llows: 

M. E . Comp. Frederick S. Watson __________ (J.rand Z. 
R. E. Comp. Robert Patterson, M . L. A, ___ Grand H. 
R. E. Comp. Andrew R. Dickson ___________ Grand ] . 
R. E. Comp. Melvin M. Downey ____________ Grand Scribe E. 
R. E. Comp. Ernest D. H . Wilkins _________ Grand Scribe N. 
R. E. Comp. A lbert R. Yates. ______________ Grand Principal Sojourner 
R. E. Comp. A rthur W. R. Markley ________ Grand Treasurer. 
R. E. Comp. Victor A. Bowes ______________ Grand R egister. 
Comp. John L. J ohnston ___________________ J ani tor. 

Grand Superintendents. 

Grand Chapter was then call ed off to enable the districts to select 
their Grand Superintendents fo r th e ensuing year. 

On Gra nd Chapter resuming labor, the following nominations were 
submitted to the M . Ex. Grand Z., who was pleased to approve in each 
case and the selections were confirmed. 
R. E. Comp. Dr. Hiram Darling ________ Edmonton ____ District No. 1 
R. E . Comp. John E. Johnson ___________ Calgar y _______ District No.2 

Executive Committee. 

Rt. Ex. Comps. Joseph H . Argue, S. E . Cornell, T homas Rankine 
and V. Ex. Comp. W illiam A . Mahaffy. 

PLACE OF MEETING. 

A number of the cities of the Province, having been put in nomi
nation for the next Annual Convocation, in March, 1917, and being 
put to the ballot, the result sh owed that Edmonton had received the 
greater number of votes and that city was declared to be the choice 
of Grand Chapter. 
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OFFICERS INSTALLED. 

T h e M. E . the Grand Z., assisted by R. E. Comp. J. H. Argue, th~n 
proceeded with the installation and investiture of the newly-elected 
offic ers of Grand Chapter, who were then proclaimed and saluted 
according to ancien t custom. 

VOTE OF THANKS. 

On motion of R. E. Comp. A. R. Dickson of W etaskiwin, seconded 
by E. Comp. J. C. Merkel of Macleod, it was 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter be extended 
to the three local Calgary Chapters for the use of this hall and the 
courtesies extended during this convocation. 

APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE. 

The following appointments by the M. E. the Grand Z. were sub
sequently announced. 

Executive Committee. 

R. E. Comp. T. Frederick English, V. E. Camps. John M. Empey, 
Frederick R. J elfs and D. W. McMillan. 

ASSISTANT OFFICERS. 
V. E. Comp. William A. Mahaffy __________ Grand Senior Sojourner 
V. E. Comp. D. L. Murison _______________ Grand J unior Sojourner 
R. E. Comp. Joseph H. Argue _____________ Grand Lecturer 
V. E. Comp. George D. Wallace __________ Grand Sword B earer 
V. E. Comp. A. N. Lindsay _______________ Grand Master First V~il 
V. E. Comp. Dr. D. McKenzie ____________ Grand Master Second Veil 
V. E. Comp. R. C. MacDonald ____________ Grand Master Third Veil. 
V. E. Comp. E. E. Farley _________________ Grancl Master Fourth Veil 
V. E. Comp. Col. James Walkcr _________ __ Director of Ceremonies 
V. E. Comp. Rev. Peter Walker ___________ Grand Organist 
V. E . Comp. H. H. Fletcher_ ______________ Grand Pursuivant 
V. E. Comp. W. E. Mercer_ _______________ Grand Steward 
V. E. Comp. D. W. McMillan _____________ Grand Steward 
V. E. Comp. Gaius Allen __________________ Grand Steward 
V. E. Comp. George J. Davis------------- Grand Steward 

The labors of the Convocation being ended, Grand Chapter was 
closed in AMPLE FORM at 6 o'clock p. m. 

Grand Scribe E. 



]n JHemoriam 
Of the following Companions whose deaths have been 

reported during the Masonic Year, ending December 31st, 
1915. 

North Star Chapter, No. 2 

Henry Gordon Nivin --------- - ------- -----July 5th, 1915 

William George Ibbotson ___________ __ ___ Aug. 22nd, 1915 

Rob ert Barton Chadwick _________________ Aug. 15th, 1915 

Mount Horeb Chapter, No. 6 

James Symons Robertson. 



]n ;fflrtnoriam 
Of the Illustrious Dead of Sister Grand Chapters. 

Indiana-Daniel McDonald, P.G. High P riest, Jan. 9, 1916 

North Carolina-De Witt E. Allen, P.G. High Priest, 
Jan. 4, 1915 

North Carolina-Robert S. Barnes, P. King, Feb. 6, 1915 

Tennessee-John Berry Garrett, P.G. High Priest and 
G. Secretary, March 26, 1915 

Tennessee- Junius Hobson, P.G. High Priest, April 22, 
1915 

Tennessee-John T. Williamson, P.G. High Priest, Dec. 
10, 1915. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
R. E. Comp. Robert Patterson, M.L.A., Grand H, __________ Preaident 

BY VIRTUE OF OFFICE: 
M. E. Comp. F. S. Watson, G.Z. R. E. Comp. M. M. Downey, G.S.E. 
M. E. Comp. S. Y. Taylor, P.G.Z. R. ~ ;Nmp. E. D. H. Wilkins, 
M. E. Comp. J. N. Rankin, P.G.Z. R. E.· Co~p. Dr. H. Darling, 
R. E. Comp. A. R. Dickson, G.J. G. Supt. 

R. E. Comp. j. E. Johnson, G. Supt. 
ELECTED BY GRAND CHAPTER: 

R. Ex. Comp. J. H. Argue. R. Ex. Comp. T. Rankine. 
R. Ex. Comp. S. E. Cornell. V. Ex. Comp. Wm. A. Mahaffy. 

APPOINTED BY GRAND Z. 
R.Ex.Comp.T.F.English. V.Ex.Comp.F.R.JeH~ 
V. Ex. Comp. J. M. Empey. V. Ex. Comp. D. W. McMillan. 

SUB-COMMITTEES 
GRAND Z'S ADDRESS: 

R. E. Comp. Dr. H. Darling, Chairman; R. E. Comps. Robert Patter
son, and S. E. Cornell, V. E. Comps. J. M. Empey, W. E. Mahaffy. 

CREDENTIALS: 
R. E. Comp. J. E. Johnson, Chairman; R. E. Comp. Dr. H. Darling, 

R. E . Comp. S. E. Cornell; R. E. Comp. A. R. Dickson. 
WARRANTS: 

R. E. Comp. R. Patterson, Chairman; M. E. Com.p. S. Y. Taylor, R. E. 
Comp. A. R. Yates, V. E. Comp. D. W. McMUJan. 

AUDIT AND FINANCE: 
R. E. Comp. T. Rankine, Chairman; R. E. Comp. J, E. Johnson, R. E. 

Comp. A. R. Dickson, V. E. Comp. F.lt. Jeffs. 
CONDITION OF CAPITULAR MASONRY: 

R. E. Comp. T. F. English, Chairman; R. E. Comps. A. R. Yates, S. 
E. Cornell, A. W. R. Markley, V. E. Comp. W. E. Mahaffy. 

JURISPRUDENCE: 
R. E. Comp. E. D. H. Wilkins, Chairman; M. E. Comp. J, N. Rankin, 

R. E. Comp. Robert Patterson, V. E. Comp. F. R. JeH~ 
R. E. Comp. A. R. Dickson. 

GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS: 
R. E. Comp. J. H. Argue, Chairman; R. E. Comp. A. W. R. Markley, 

R. E. Comp. T. F. English, M. E. Comp. J. N. Rankin. 
BENEVOLENCE: 

V. E. Comp. D. W. McMillan, Chairman; V. E. Comp. F. R. Jelfs, 
M. E. Comp. S. Y. Taylor, R. E. Comp. J. M. Empey. 

FRATERNAL DEAD: 
M. E. Comp. J. N. Rankin, Chairman; R. E. Comps. A. W. R. Mark

ley, T. Rankine. 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE: 

M. E. Comp. S. Y. Taylor, Chairman; R. E. Comps. A. R. Yates, R. 
Patterson, Dr. H. Darling, J. H. Arpe, T. F. EnJllah, S. E. 

Cornell, A. R. Dickson, E. D. H. Willdna, J. E. Jobuoa. 




