
A Short History of Vermilion Chapter 
No. 199 (GRC) and No. 14 (GRA) 

 
Vermilion Chapter No. 14 was born in a stormy period in the history of Capitular Masonry in 

Alberta. Although Craft Masonry had been active under the Grand Lodge of Alberta since 1905, when 

that body was formed, and Vermilion Lodge No. 24 A.F.& A.M. received its Charter in 1907, it wasn't 

until April 2, 1913 that representatives of the 11 chapters operating under the authority of the Grand 

Chapter of Canada in Ontario met to consider forming a Grand Chapter in Alberta. More meetings were 

called with the result that on May 29, 1913 the Grand Chapter of Alberta was formed. Its temporary 

principal Officers were: 

Grand First Principal S. Y. Taylor 

Second   "    "  S. E. Cornell 

Third      "  "  T. F. English 

Meanwhile, a substantial number of individual Masons had expressed a wish to join the Royal 

Arch Masons. They, caring very little about which Grand Chapter they were working under, approached 

RExComp Robertson, Grand District Superintendent of the Grand Chapter of Canada. He responded 

with claim staking haste, called a meeting, organized a massive agenda, took care of the legal details 

and on April 25, 1914 Vermilion became Vermilion Chapter No. 199 UD, GRC, with the following 

officers: 

1st Principal Z  A. W. Rosebourgh 

2nd      "  H  M. A. Brimacombe 

3rd       "  J  G E. Hayward 

Scribe E    G. M. Wright 

      “     N    A. Watt 

Principal Sojourner  Joe McKone 

The split away from the Grand Chapter of Canada to form a new Grand Chapter of Alberta had 

touched off a bitter controversy between these two bodies. Very "unmasonic language" was used. The 

Albertans were called rebels, looters of Chapter rooms, door breakers, etc. Injunctions were served 

barring the transfer of property to the rebel Grand Chapter and as a final vindictive act formal notice 

was sent out to all the Grand Chapters in the world warning them to have nothing to do with the Grand 

Chapter of Alberta as it was deemed clandestine. This sad state of affairs lasted two years until a meeting 

chaired by Judge Taylor got the bitter parties talking. Alberta admitted that it had not used the proper 

channels, and on July 16, 1916 the Grand Chapter of Canada recognized the Grand Chapter of Alberta, 

communications were opened and peace and harmony returned. 

Regardless of the bitterness and the war, Vermilion Chapter No. 199 UD was very busy. The 

meeting of April 25, 1914, referred to, started at 10:00 a.m. with the dispensation from the Grand 

Chapter of Canada giving it authority to operate. Officers were elected and installed, and they had to 

deal with 36 petitions from Masons of Vermilion and surrounding area who wished to join the new 

Chapter. These had to be balloted on, 35 of which were accepted. All received the three degrees of 

Royal Arch Masonry, with Chapter closing at 10;00 p.m., and all retired to a banquet at the Alberta 

Hotel, where we assume speeches and comments about such a noteworthy occasion were in abundance. 

At subsequent meetings bye-laws had to be adopted, membership was set at 25 cents per 

meeting, with 10 cents of that going to Grand Chapter. Regalia had to be purchased, borrowed or made 

– the latter was favored because money was scarce – yet we still find the Chapter doing its bit for the 

war effort by remitting the dues of the men in service. These activities had increased the need for funds 

and in 1918 the dues were set at $40.00 for town and $35.00 for those over 10 miles away. The meeting 



date had been set at the 1st Tuesday after the full moon to give the horse and cutter travelers the benefit 

of the moon on the snow. 

With the end of hostilities in July of 1916, the Vermilion Chapter felt free to affiliate with the 

Grand Chapter of Alberta and so received its charter dated October 27th, 1916 granting authority to 

Vermilion Chapter No. 14 GRA. 

The chapter has never owned any property, renting from individual Masons in the early years and 

from the Vermilion Masonic Temple Association, in which name the property had been built in 1935. 

Lack of funds had forced the builders to do without important facilities so in 1960 Bro Bernie 

Ackerman and his crew jacked it up, dug it out and buil;t a basement, added an entrance, water and 

sewer, heating and wiring. These renovations were financed by individual donations plus a loan from the 

late VExComp Clarke, which was paid off by a series of fund raising "sportsman dinners". These were 

splendid affairs where the fruit of the fields and streams was harvested by the hunters and fishermen, 

cooked to perfection and consumed with convivial zest. Usually a haunch of beef was added to the 

festive board in case the hunter's eye had dimmed. 

As with many organizations membership is a problem. At one time the membership was in the 

eighties, now it is in the twenties, and a number of the members have retired to different areas where 

they contribute little more than dues. 

To be a Royal Arch Mason one has to be in good standing in a Craft Lodge, so ideally a 

Chapter can draw its membership from several Lodges; this promotes visiting and fraternal relations. 

Over the past two decades Vermilion Chapter has thus benefited, as Masons from St. George’s Lodge, 

Elk Point and St. Johns Lodge, Vegreville, have joined our Chapter, bringing enthusiasm and dedication 

to the offices that they held. 

Through all the ups and downs Vermilion Chapter has never wavered in its support for the 

governing body, accepting positions and many appointed and elected offices in Grand Chapter. Those 

who served as Grand District Superintendents are; 

RExComp Raymond H. Norton   [ Z 1925] 

“  Thomas Watts     [Z 1932] 

“  John Ridington     [Z 1943-45] 

“  George C. Webb    [Z 1950]    GDS 1951 

“  Simon Simonson         1957 

“  Lawrence R. Webb    [Z 1959/72/81]  1969 

“  A. Robert Anderson   ]Z 1961]   1974 

“  J. Kendal Greenwood    [Z 1962] 

“  J. W. Kneale     [Z 1966] 

“  Edmund M. Herbert   ]Z 1967/73]  1979 

“  William Tennant    [Z 1974/82]  1984 

"  Roy Pigeon     [Z 1985] 

"  Kenneth McCrae    [Z 1986/87/98] 1989 

“  Alvin G. Erickson    [Z 1988]   1994 

"  Allan Berg      [Z 1990/94/97] 1999 

“  William Jennissen    [Z 1999]   2003 

MExComp J.W. G. Morrison was elected to fill the highest office in the province in 1930, that 

of Grand First Principal. He was a dedicated Mason and civic leader. The proceedings show that he 

served the office well and continued to serve on boards and committees for many years thereafter. Ten 

years later MExComp Dr. Hudson Scott was elected to fill that high office. Dr. Scott was a competent 

and dedicated Mason. He was also a dental officer in the armed services and with a war in progress was 



not free to devote as much time to Masonry as he would have liked. MExComp Charles M. Laverty was 

First Principal of Vermilion Chapter in 1944, and Grand First Principal in 1959, but I have not much 

information on him except that he was an outstanding Mason and civic leader. MExComp Merv Harper 

served in that high office in 1979 and since then has worked on a wide variety of projects and 

committees. He was a key individual in the formation of a Chapter at Cold Lake. He has retained his 

membership at Vermilion where his wise and practical approach is appreciated by all the Companions. 


