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  On October 9, 1918 ExComp Frank Butler, a member of Bow Valley Chapter No. 10 in 

Gleichen, called a meeting to discuss the formation of a Royal Arch Chapter in Strathmore. Ten 

local RAMs attended this meeting. These Companions had apparently already contacted Grand 

Chapter and Bow Valley Chapter and received consent to proceed. The meeting decided that the 

Chapter would be known as Strathmore Chapter and that the initiation fee would be $35.00. This 

meeting also appointed the following RAMs as officers in the Chapter: First Principal ExComp 

Frank Butler, Second Principal ExComp Harold Bell and Third Principal ExComp Thomas 

Wright. 

 On January 9, 1919, RExComp Downey, Grand Second Principal of the Grand Chapter 

of Alberta, opened the first convocation of Strathmore Chapter U.D. in the Opera House in 

Strathmore, which had been purchased by Strathmore Lodge and served as the Masonic Hall. 

The three Principals of the Chapter who had been previously appointed were Installed and then 

conducted the business of the Chapter. They received nineteen applications for Exaltation to the 

Holy Royal Arch. These applications were accepted, balloted on and the Brethren were then 

advanced to Mark Master Masons, received and acknowledged as Most Excellent Masters and 

then exalted to the Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal Arch on that day. After the degrees the 

remaining officers of the Chapter were Installed and Invested. 

 The Chapter flourished in the early twenties, but struggled in the next few years. The 

disastrous fire in July 1924 which destroyed the “Opera House” and 11 other buildings in 

Strathmore was a heavy blow to the Chapter. The Chapter lost its charter and all its regalia and 

furnishings. Only the extreme efforts of the Companions and the assistance of many surrounding 

Chapters enabled the Chapter to rebound and carry on. During the 30’s the Chapter had many 

demits and suspensions and struggled to stay alive; only the assistance of Chapters from Calgary 

prevented the Chapter from closing. The 40’s were good years for the Chapter and in the 50’s it 

did very well as the membership reached an all-time high. The Chapter again struggled in the 

80’s and when they lost five of their very active members in 1985 the Chapter again came close 

to closing, but the determination and dedication of the Companions and the assistance of 

surrounding Chapters enabled it to carry on. In recent years interest in the Chapter by the Lodges 

in the city and surrounding area has seen a rebound in membership and Strathmore Chapter is 

again active and vibrant. When the Strathmore Masonic Hall was sold in 2009 and no 

replacement was available Strathmore Chapter moved their meetings to Irricana Masonic Hall. 

 Strathmore Chapter over the years has enjoyed an active participation in Grand Chapter. 

MExComp. W.E. Mercer was their first Grand First Principal in 1935; he was followed by 

MExComp W.H.B Bell in 1939, MExComp A.L. Williams in 1948, then by MExComp Norman 

Scheer in 1962. At the present time Strathmore Chapter has three companions still active in the 

Chapter who are Past Grand First Principals: MExComp Bryce Dougan (2003), MExComp 

James Lore (2009), MExComp Jerry Kopp (2011), as well as RExComp Dave Switzer the 

present Grand Second Principal. 

 In 1999 Strathmore Chapter No. 21 and Eheyeh Chapter No. 27 put on the first outdoor 

Chapter meeting at the Passion Play site in Drumheller. It was organized under the direction of 

RExComp Peter Proudlock. The purpose was to bring together a number of Chapters and to 

confer the MMM  and MEM degrees. The choice of the site was excellent as the acoustics in that 

theatre have to be heard to be believed. The idea was great but the weather was cold. However, it 
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was successful and a class of candidates received their MMM and MEM degrees. The program 

has become an annual event on the first or second Saturday in September, with the weather 

alternating between cold, hot, and sometimes rain, in which event the degrees were moved to the 

Drumheller Lodge Hall. It is an event which has created great interest in the Chapters throughout 

the province and Western Saskatchewan and is here to stay. September 8, 2012 marked the 14th 

convocation of this unique outdoor event. 

 Another “tradition” which Strathmore Chapter has developed over the past decade is the 

Strathmore Suite at the Annual Grand Chapter Convocation in Camrose. The Suite has helped 

promote Strathmore Chapter No. 21 to the other Alberta Companions and our visitors from other 

jurisdictions. It has provided the Companions an opportunity to visit and relax and join in great 

discussions, Masonic and otherwise. 

 Strathmore Chapter has enjoyed joining with Otuskwan Chapter in a church parade every 

spring. It was first held in Springbank United Church, but has moved to Balzac United Church 

for the last number of years. MExComp Dave Boone of Otuskwan Chapter was the organizer of 

this event. He and his good wife Vivian provide a hearty soup, and with the sandwiches and 

desserts supplied by the Companions a great lunch is enjoyed by the Companions and all the 

members of the congregation after the service. It has become the custom that the Grand First 

Principal of the Grand Chapter of Alberta is in attendance at the church service and lunch. 

 Strathmore Chapter enjoys a great number of senior members – one member of the 

Chapter, Comp. Fred Reasbeck, reached his 101st year and was a member in good standing for 

over 60 years. The Chapter has numerous members with fifty year member’s jewels and two 

members, VExComp Cecil Anderson and VExComp Walter Anderson became fifty year Past 

Principals. This necessitated Grand Chapter designing a 50 year Past Principal’s Jewel to present 

to them. 

 Strathmore Chapter is a small “country” Chapter where the spirit of good fellowship and 

genuine hospitality prevails among all the Companions and their many visitors. It is this spirit 

and the dedication of its members that has enabled this Chapter to overcome many rough spots in 

the road and be the enthusiastic and active Chapter it is today.  


