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Hillvue Chapter No. 200 under the Grand Chapter of Canada, meeting in Hillcrest, was 

instituted on June 10, 1914 and a warrant was issued by that Grand Chapter on April 29, 1915. 

Two of its 11 original petitioners (and newly-installed Officers) were killed in the Hillcrest mine 

disaster on June 19, 1914 – the Grand Chapter of Canada sent a donation of $250 for the 

Hillcrest Relief Fund. 

The Chapter had been under dispensation at the time of the formation of the new Grand 

Chapter of Alberta and could not participate in the deliberations. However, in March 1916 it 

declared its allegiance to the new Grand Chapter, even though it was currently operating under 

the Grand Chapter of Canada warrant.  In any case, a new Charter was issued later that year to 

Hillvue Chapter as No. 15 on the Register of the Grand Chapter of Alberta, although it was not 

actually Consecrated and Constituted until May 8, 1919. Its meetings were held on Wednesdays 

on or before the full moon.  

The Roll of Companions lists Gurlynn Avans of Hillcrest as the first member of the new 

Hillvue. He was Exalted on August 23, 1919. 

The Chapter met in Hillcrest until the Spring of 1966 when it moved to its new home in 

Frank, which the Grand District Superintendent at the time called “a marked improvement over 

the old location at Hillcrest.”  

The Hall itself has a long history: 

The building now owned by the Masonic Lodge was originally a church in the original 

village of Frank. It is not known by what church denomination nor when it was built, but 

probably between the time when the railroad was completed in 1898 and the Slide in 1903. 

During that time it was also used as a school and Rocky Summit Lodge had a member, now 

deceased, Mr. R.N. (Bob) Barnhill, who attended school in it. Since it was feared that more of 

the mountain would fall on the remaining village, it and many of the buildings were moved to 

their present location in Frank. It is not known when this was done, but probably between 1903 

and the outbreak of WW1 in 1914. 

Some of the history of the building in the interim between the two great wars was 

obtained from Yarmil Ruzicka, Milton Dypolt, Laddi Poch and Joe Margatek. At one time, about 

80% of the population of Frank was of Czechoslovakian decent. Tony Pomahac (Sr.) and Vince 

Kotas were the leading members of a group that used the building as a community hall for 

concerts, musical event, plays, at Christmas, Easter, May Day, etc. It was also used as a physical 

fitness club by the residents of the community with the usual bar bells, exercise machines, etc. 

and as a boxing club. An open air ice rink was built on the flat immediately south of the lower 

entrance. In the spring a May Pole was constructed to the east of the building on the present 

Leonard Scott property 

The building was bought by the Masonic Lodge in the 1960s. It had been used as a 

workshop by the Village. To say the least, it was quite a mess. There was a ramp at the lower 

south east corner where a tractor was stored, and the floor was covered with oil. The upstairs was 

used as a storehouse for lumber. It needed a lot of cleaning and renovating to get to its present 

condition. The Lodge paid $400.00 for it and the five 25' lots, the most easterly being sold for the 

present residence. The property sloped quickly from the north curb and a small stream of water 

ran down the east side. A great deal of fill was brought in to make a more gradual slope from the 

north and trees and a lawn were planted for a more pleasing appearance. 



The hall was used for many years by the Order of the Eastern Star and Job's Daughters 

when they were active in The Pass. It is now used by Hillvue Chapter No. 15, Sentinel Lodge 

No. 26 and Rocky-Summit Lodge No. 30. 

  (Author unknown) 


