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Early in the Spring of this Year of Light 2453, corresponding to the Year 1923 of the 

Christian Era, a number of Companions resident in the Bassano district, at a meeting held in the 

town of Bassano, decided that in the interests of Capitular Masonry the time was opportune for 

the forming of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in this Town. 

A Petition duly signed by the required number of Companions was forwarded to the 

Grand First Principal in proper form and in due course a Dispensation was received authorizing 

the Companions to hold meetings and confer Degrees under the name of Harmony Chapter of the 

Royal Arch Masons under the Register of the Grand Chapter of Alberta. 

Harmony Chapter was Instituted and the appointed officers duly Installed on Wednesday, 

April 25, 1923 by MExComp W.T. Coote, Grand Z, assisted by RExComp J.E. Johnson, Grand 

H., EG. Ironside, GSE, J.R Yeau, W.Y.W. Lent, Harold Bell, GDS, and other Calgary 

Companions. There were also present many Companions from Strathmore and Gleichen 

Chapters. 

The three Principals appointed by the Grand Z to fill the Chairs for the first time in the 

history of Harmony Chapter were ExComp Hugh Stainsliegh, Z; ExComp George H. Travis, H; 

and ExComp. A.G.Scott, J. and they together with the remaining Officers were duly Installed 

and Invested after the Chapter had been declared to be Instituted in prescribed form. 

This was indeed a historical occasion and will live in the memory of every Companion 

who was fortunate enough to be present, not only on account of the beautiful and solemn 

ceremonies, but also the interesting and inspiring addresses of the MEx Grand Z. and VExComp 

W.Y.W. Lent. 

At this meeting also, the honorary Degrees of Mark Master and Most Excellent Master 

and the Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal Arch were conferred on a class of thirteen 

candidates. 

At a meeting held on June 20, 1923, VExComp W.Y.W. Lent was unanimously elected 

an Honorary Member of Harmony Chapter in token of appreciation of his efforts in connection 

with the formation of the Chapter. At this time it should also be recorded that the Companions 

are deeply indebted to VExComp Lent for his assistance in securing some beautiful furniture for 

the Chapter, the making of which he personally superintended. 

On April 16, 1924, another milestone was reached in the history of this Chapter, for on 

this date and in the presence of no less than 55 Companions, the MExComp J.E. Johnson, 

assisted by RExComp J R. Yeau, W.E. Mercer, H.W.B. Bell, VExComp McLean and several 

other Past Grand Officers, Consecrated this Chapter, denominated Harmony Chapter No. 26, 

GRA. 

A year-end summary was included: “At this time a short review of the condition of the 

Chapter, after having been in existence for almost two years, would appear to be in order. In the 

first place it may be recorded that the Chapter has fully and in every truth, lived up to its name, 

as it can be stated without fear of contradiction that the upmost harmony has prevailed among the 

Companions at all times. The splendid spirit of cooperation and self sacrifice established alike by 

officers and members, in giving of their time and efforts for the good of the order, exhibits the 

true spirit of Freemasonry. At this date the membership had reached 46, and the type of 

candidates presenting themselves, appear to be of the very best. A very successful year in the 



history of Harmony Chapter No. 26, under the capable and efficient guidance of ExComp G.H. 

Travis, First Principal during 1925, came to an end and the Register shows that the membership 

at December 31, 1925 is 56. The spirit of real Harmony still prevails.” 

The first noteworthy event in 1926 was the Installation of the new officers by RExComp. 

J.R. Yeau, James. Cleave and VExComp Carr of Calgary. The Installing Officer, RExComp 

Yeau, conducted the Ceremony in a very impressive manner, and interesting and instructive 

addresses were given by the Grand Chapter Officers. 

A sad event must be recorded during the year 1926: the passing of VExComp Lent to the 

Grand Chapter above. He was an Honorary Member of this Chapter who had taken a deep 

personal interest in its welfare. The Angel of Death is one Visitor who defies the vigilance of the 

Janitor at our portals, on whose Summons is placed the imperative Mark that means direct 

obedience.  

On the 16th day of June at a Regular meeting, Honorary Membership in Harmony Chapter 

was conferred on RExComp. Bell of Strathmore, in appreciation for services rendered. 

A pleasing event on May 19, 1926 was the official visit of RExComp Hugh Stainsliegh, 

Past First Principal of Harmony chapter. He expressed himself as well pleased with the progress 

made by the Chapter since its inception in 1923. 


