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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY 

FORT MCMURRAY, ALBERTA 

 

 

THE BEGINNING 

 

Fort McMurray Masons for many years had been interested in and have advanced into 

Royal Arch Masonry by making the long trek to Edmonton. Masons primarily joined 

one of two Chapters (Norwood 18 and Capital City) with Norwood 18 receiving the 

majority of the candidates. 

 

Over the years there were numerous discussions about forming a Chapter but the step 

was never taken.  

 

Masons wishing to progress in the concordant bodies would make the journey to 

Edmonton and join either Norwood Chapter #18 or Capital City #13. This meant that 

most Companions would join and then not attend again unless they traveled south to 

support another Brother during his initiation. In January of 1999 there were 37 

Norwood Members and 2 Capital City members living in Fort McMurray.  

 

 In February 1999, a letter was sent to the Local Lodges (Fort McMurray #195 and 

Millennium #2000) and the Past Masters advising them of the possibility of the 

formation of a Royal Arch Club/Chapter in Fort McMurray and inquiring if there 

would be support for such a move. The responses were of a very positive nature with 

guarded concern that the main nucleus of Masons who form Fort McMurray #195, 

Eastern Star, Shrine, Ashlar Building Club and were in the process of launching 

Millennium #2000 Lodge would be spread too thin and all would suffer. It was agreed 

that with careful planning this concern could be managed and would quickly reduce 

as new candidates entered Freemasonry. 

 

Wally Watts contacted Right Excellent Companion Jim Smith Grand District 

Superintendent of District #2 and advised him of the interest in Fort McMurray to 

form a Chapter. He was supportive of the possibility of opening a Chapter in Fort 

McMurray. Jim Smith stated that he would bring forward our interest to Grand 

Chapter at the Grand Chapter Executive Meeting on February 13, 1999. Jim indicated 

that if the response from Grand Chapter were positive, he would forward the 

information required to assist us in working through the requirements to form a 

Chapter. 

 

A CLUB IS FORMED 

 

March 8, 1999 a meeting was held at the home of Companion Wally Watts to 

determine the interest and commitment of local Companions to form a Royal Arch 

Chapter. In attendance that night were Companions George Jones, Ian Lawrence, 

Godwin Mensah, Jim Cowey, Ian Murdoch, Ron MacNeill, Gary Burns and Wally 

Watts. Companions Brian Shimmons, Les Rimmer, Don Denney, Jim Slater, Stewart 

Thornhill, and Dave Crowe had not been able to attend but had indicated that they 

would support the formation of a Chapter.  

It was agreed that there was sufficient support to proceed with forming a Club and to 

proceed investigating the requirements to form a Chapter. It was agreed by all that we 



would not rush into applying for a Charter. It was felt that an achievable schedule was 

to target the May 2000 Grand Convocation for obtaining approval for a Chapter 

Under Dispensation. Club Meetings will be held on a monthly basis except July and 

August. 

 

 

On March 23, 1999, Right Excellent Companion Jim Smith Grand District 

Superintendent contacted Companion Wally Watts and indicated that the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Alberta had been very supportive of the formation 

of a new Chapter and saw this as a bright light for Royal Arch Masonry. The last 

Chapter to open its doors was Cold Lake #39, which was constituted on June 17, 

1967.  

   

 

May 3, 1999, Wally Watts contacted 38 Royal Arch Masons residing in Fort 

McMurray and determined that 24 were interested in forming a Chapter and would 

actively support it. 

 

May 6, 1999 a Club meeting was held in the home of Companion Wally Watts. Those 

present selected Wally Watts as the Club President and Doug Parrish as Secretary. 

Club names such as Aurora, RAMs Club and Wood Buffalo were proposed, but a 

selection could not be made at this time. It was agreed that the meetings should be 

held later in the Month. A review of the present Masonic Family meeting dates 

indicated that the third Thursday of the month was the best time. 

 

May 10, 1999, Companion Wally Watts attended the Grand Convocation of the Grand 

Chapter of Alberta at the Royal Inn West in Edmonton, Alberta where strong support 

was voiced for a Chapter in Fort McMurray, Alberta. An informal meeting was held 

with Most Excellent Companion Lyle Dowdell to discuss the requirements of Grand 

Chapter, proposed schedule for the formation of the Chapter, and the regalia required.  

 

May 24, 1999, Companions Wally Watts, Stewart Thornhill, Peter Fisher, Rod Black 

traveled to Cold Lake to visit the Companions of Cold Lake #39. We were received 

warmly and were provided with a great amount of advice on the formation of a 

Chapter. The evening was extremely enjoyable and educational. The happy wanderers 

ventured home, arriving at 3:30 a.m. with all having to start their productive workday 

at 6:00 a.m. 

 

October 7, 1999, Companions George Jones, Andy Felzak, Peter Hallett, Rod Black, 

Don Denney, Godwin Mensah and Wally Watts met at the home of Companion Wally 

Watts. This meeting was very productive in that: 

 

1. The budget was agreed to December 2000; 

2. Charter Members fees and Club and Chapter dues were set at $30 for 

the Club up to April 2000, Chapter dues at $70 from April 2000 to 

December 2000 and Charter Members Fees at $100; 

3. Officers elect were discussed and agreed subject to Grand Chapter 

issuing a Dispensation to meet as a Chapter; and 

4. All present signed the Application for Constitution; 

 



But alas the name of the Club/Chapter could not be agreed to. Rod Black agreed to 

meet with the Legion regarding the possibility of renting meeting space. 

 

 

October 28, 1999, Companions Brian Shimmons, Jim Slater, Don Denney, Ron 

MacNeill, Peter Hallett, George Jones, and Wally Watts met and accomplished a 

major milestone, which had evaded us for many months. Hangingstone was selected 

as the name of the Club/Chapter. Not because of the Hangingstone River (a local 

river), but rather because a seal design was also being discussed as part of the 

meeting. The seal was to be designed around a Lewis with a Keystone hanging from it 

and no one could think of the word Lewis. Companion Shimmons jokingly said, 

“Well we will just call it the hanging stone”.   Through out the meeting we kept 

coming back to the hanging stone, and eventually agreed that the name of the Chapter 

would be the “Hangingstone Chapter” 

 

Meetings of the Hangingstone Club in the last 6 months prior to receiving our 

Dispensation were held at the Waterways Community Hall in Waterways, Alberta at a 

rental fee of $20 per night. 

  

December 1999 saw the Fort McMurray Companions submit the “Application for 

Warrant of Constitution” to the Grand First Principal, Most Excellent Companion 

Lyle Dowdell. The Application contained 25 names and signatures of Companions all 

in good standing with mother Chapters in Manitoba, Alberta and British Columbia. 

With the exception of Excellent Companion Don Reed none of the members had 

attended Chapter on a regular basis and none had held an office. Hangingstone was 

able to meet this milestone with the exceptional assistance of Grand Chapter, 

Norwood Chapter #18, and Cold Lake #39. In particular through the support of Most 

Excellent Companion Lyle Dowdell, Right Excellent Companion Lloyd Johnston, 

Very Excellent Companion Curtis Enerson and Most Excellent Companion Merv 

Harper. 

 

February 12, 2000, during the Grand Chapter Executive Meeting, Grand Chapter 

announced that the Application for Warrant of Constitution had been approved. April 

29, 2000 was set for the Convocation of Institution of Hangingstone Chapter U.D. in 

Fort McMurray, Alberta. 

 

 

A CHAPTER UNDER DISPENSATION IS FORMED 

 

April 29, 2000 came quick and proved to be a day to remember. A luncheon was held 

for the ladies at the Golden Years Hall followed by a tour of the Oilsands Interpretive 

Center and Heritage Park.  

 

The Chapter meeting tyled at 2:00 p.m. with the three Principals chairs being held by 

the Grand First Principal, Most Excellent Companion Lyle Dowdell as Grand Z, Right 

Excellent Companion Stan Harbin as Grand H, and Right Excellent Companion Don 

Russell as Grand J. 

 

 A total of 57 Companions shared in this special day in Royal Arch Masonry.  

 



 

 

 

 

The following Companions were placed in their chairs to operate under the 

authorization of the Grand Chapter of Alberta: 

 

OFFICE OFFICER OFFICE OFFICER 

1st Principal Wally Watts 2Nd Principal Rod Black 

3rd Principal Peter Hallett Past Z Don Reed 

Scribe E/Treasurer  Don Denney Master 4th Veil Stewart Thornhill 

Scribe N Wayne Grainger Master 3rd Veil Angus Campbell 

Principal Sojourner George Jones Master 2nd Veil Brian Shimmons 

Senior Sojourner Godwin Mensah Master 1st Veil Terry Saxton 

Junior Sojourner Peter Fisher Dir of Ceremonies Ron MacNeill 

Outer Guard Jim Slater Historian Ernie Hilland 

 

Hangingstone was off to a good start with the reading of 5 petitions for Exaltation. 

 

Hangingstone’s Scribe “E” was able to report that the Chapter U.D. was in a solid 

financial position as of April 28, 2000 with a bank balance of $4,488.81 and all bills 

paid. 

 

Most Excellent Companion Dowdell presented Hangingstone with a Signet of Truth, 

Shekinah #4 presented a Volume of the Sacred Law, Alberta Chapter #1 and Crescent 

Chapter #24 presented a Square and Compass, a triangle and a handcrafted wooden 

box to safely store the VOTSL and JEWELS. 

 

The Installation was closed at 3.50 p.m. with Ex. Comp. Vic Ramsbottom doing an 

excellent job of recording the day on film. 

 

The day was capped with a banquet at the Golden Years Hall. Mountain Cree Dancers 

provided the entertainment consisting of a series of native dances, which included 

participation of the adventurous attendees. A good time was had by all present 

(approx. 100). 

 

Hangingstone Chapter U.D. reached an agreement with the Royal Canadian Legion 

(McMurray Branch #165, Alberta) to rent the 2nd floor of the Legion in Waterways, 

Alberta. The original rate quoted to Hangingstone Chapter U.D. was $100.00 per 

meeting including storage space for our regalia. The Legion unexpectedly reduced the 

monthly rental fee to $50.00 per meeting including storage facilities provided we 

leave the room as we found it. This provided a welcome reprieve on the finances of 

the newly formed Chapter.   

 

May 18, 2000, was a special evening because it was our first meeting as a Chapter 

U.D. and was highlighted by a fraternal visit by the Grand 1st Principal Most 

Excellent Companion Stan Harbin. No pressure for your first night in the East. 

 



September, October and November saw the first six candidates (John Hart, Ron 

Elliott, Harold Knutsen, Dave Allen, David Lowe, and Arthur Phibben) exalted to the 

Holy Royal Arch. 

 

Norwood 18 (Curtis Enerson, Garth Johnston, Tom Clarke) and the Grand District 

Superintendent Gus Odinsky complimented the Hangingstone Chapter by presenting 

key lectures to the Candidates during their Exaltation on November 16, 2000. The 

evening was a little different in that, with the authorization of the District 

Superintendent, we also educated the Companions present by explaining the various 

parts of the degree work and floor work as it was executed. This made for a different 

but enjoyable evening for all. 

 

January saw the loss of our Junior Sojourner. Companion Peter Fisher announced that 

he had accepted a position in Calgary and would be commuting until May or June 

when he and his wife (Isabel) would be relocating. Companion Fisher’s move is truly 

our loss and Calgary’s gain. 

 

February saw Companion John Hart step into the Junior Sojourner’s chair.  

 

Increasing work commitments and out of town travel have proven to be a challenge 

for many of the Companions. But it is a challenge that to-date we have been able to 

accommodate due to the commitment and flexibility of the Companions to step into 

positions with little or no notice. 

 

February 10, 2001 a copy of the Hangingstone Chapter U.D. approved by-laws were 

presented to Grand District Superintendent Gus Odinsky at the Grand Chapter 

Executive meeting for his review. If approved the by-laws would then be submitted to 

Grand Chapter for review and approval. 

 

March 15, 2001 was a milestone for the Chapter as it was the last meeting for the 

Companions to meet Under Dispensation from the Grand Chapter of Alberta. Our 

next formal meeting will be under the authorization of our own Charter. Hangingstone 

after almost one year of operation is in a strong financial position as of March 15, 

2001 with a bank balance of $4,600.00 and all bills paid. 

 

March 24, 2001 Rt. Ex. Comp. Gus Odinsky advised Hangingstone that he had 

approved Hangingstone's By-laws and forwarded them on to Grand Chapter for final 

review and approval. 

 

April 11, 2001 Hangingstone Chapter surrendered their Dispensation complete with 

the necessary records to Grand Chapter for their review.  

 

 

April 19, 2001 saw an informal meeting of the Companions as a club. The night was 

planned as a Masonic Family Night in which any Brothers who may have an interest 

in Royal Arch Masonry were invited to join us in a night of fellowship with a good 

festive board. The night saw 4 interested Brothers partake of our invitation. 

 



MAY 11, and 12, 2001  GRAND CHAPTER 

 

Grand Chapter was held in Camrose, AB at the Norseman Inn. Five Companions 

(Wally Watts, Brian Shimmons, Don Denney, Ron MacNeill, John Hart) were present 

on May 12, 2001 when the Grand First Principal Most Excellent Companion Don 

Russell and his Grand Chapter Officers (Grand Second Principal Jerry Tetzloff, 

Immediate Past Grand First Principal Stan Harbin, and Grand Secretary Lyle 

Dowdell) presented Hangingstone Chapter #40 with their Charter. 

 

 

May 25, 2001   Hangingstone Chapter members welcomed the Companions and their 

Ladies who made the trip to Fort McMurray on the Friday with a warm greeting, 

fellowship and some refreshments.  It was a chance to relax in the middle of a hectic 

schedule and an opportunity to make some last minute changes. 

 

 

MAY 26, 2001 HANGINGSTONE CHAPTER #40  

   CONSTITUTION AND CONSECRATION 

 

This was a day for the record books for both Hangingstone Chapter and Royal Arch 

Masonry in Alberta. Hangingstone Chapter #40 is the first Chapter to be formed since 

Cold Lake Chapter #39, which was constituted on June 17, 1967. 

 

Grand First Principle Most Excellent Companion Don Russell and his selected 

officers conducted the ceremony of consecration and constitution. Most Excellent 

Companion Lyle Dowdell and his Installation team installed the officers of 

Hangingstone Chapter with Most Excellent Companion Don Russell declaring the 

Officers of Hangingstone Chapter # 40 duly installed under the Constitution and 

Regulations of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the Grand Registry of 

Alberta. 

 

Hangingstone Chapter #40 presented Most Excellent Companions Stan Harbin and 

Lyle Dowdell with Certificates of Honourary Life Memberships. In addition Excellent 

Companion Wally Watts presented Most Excellent Companions Harbin and Dowdell 

with corrected copies of the Hangingstone Notice and the meeting minutes identifying 

them as being elected Honorary Life Members of Hangingstone Chapter #40. Most 

Excellent Companion Watts explained that the presentation of the corrected 

documents was due to an unexplainable computer error, which seemed to have 

affected only their copies of the Notice and Meeting Minutes. 

 

Hangingstone Chapter # 40 presented Most Excellent Companion Merv Harper (Cold 

Lake #39) and Right Excellent Companions Lloyd Johnson and Curtis Enerson  

(Norwood #18) with Certificates of Appreciation for all their support and guidance 

over the last two years.  

 

All events were held at the Mackenzie Park Inn. The fraternal ceremonies were held 

in the Crystal Room with the luncheon and evening banquet being held in Ballroom 

“B”.   Approx. 20 Companions and 12 Ladies attended the luncheon. The Ladies of 

the Eastern Star entertained the visiting Ladies with a tour out to the Oil Sands plants 

and shopping. 



 

The Consecration and Installation Ceremonies commenced at 2:00 p.m. and drew to a 

close at approximately 4:00 p.m. followed by pictures.     

 

 

The events of the day were capped with a very memorable banquet attended by 85 

Companions, Brothers, their Ladies and friends. All present enjoyed a meal consisted 

of a menu of roast beef, chicken, vegetables, salads and desserts. A series of draws 

and door prizes (bun holder, candle stands [storm lantern style], embroidered table 

cloth and four matching place mats, and a double Masonic Apron Case) collected 

$185.00 for the charities of Royal Arch Masonry. 

 

September, October, and November 2001 were quiet months, highlighted by the 

official visit of Grand District Superintendent Curtis Enerson in September, final 

approval of the Hangingstone seal and by-laws from Grand Chapter, approval of the 

2002 budget and election of the 2002 Officers for Hangingstone Chapter # 40 in 

November. 


