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Fort McMurray Masons for many years had been interested in and have advanced into 

Royal Arch Masonry by making the long trek to Edmonton. The first organized gathering to 

discuss the formation of a chapter in Fort McMurray took place at the residence of MExComp 

Wally Watts with eight companions present on March 8, 1999. On October 28, 1999, 

Companions Brian Shimmons, Jim Slater, Don Denney, Ron MacNeill, Peter Hallett, George 

Jones, and Wally Watts met and accomplished a major milestone, which had evaded them for 

many months. Hangingstone was selected as the name of the Chapter – Not because of the 

Hangingstone River (a local river), but rather because a seal design was also being discussed as 

part of the meeting. The seal was to be designed around a Lewis with a Keystone hanging from it 

and no one could think of the word Lewis. Companion Shimmons jokingly said, “Well, we will 

just call it the hanging stone”. Throughout the meeting they kept coming back to the hanging 

stone, and eventually agreed that the name of the Chapter would be the “Hangingstone Chapter”. 

Hangingstone Chapter was the first chapter to open in the jurisdiction of the Grand 

Chapter of Alberta since the Cold Lake Chapter was constituted in 1967. The "Application for 

Warrant of Constitution" was submitted in December 1999 with 25 signatures and the assistance 

of Cold Lake No. 39 and Norwood No. 18 Chapters. On April 29, 2000 Hangingstone Chapter 

Under Dispensation was formed with MExComp Wally Watts as First principal. Our first six 

candidates were Exalted in November of 2000 and our Chapter was Constituted and Consecrated 

on May 26, 2001 with the assistance of MExCompanions Stan Harbin and Lyle Dowdell, who 

later became honorary life members.  

Our membership has grown from 25 Charter Members to 53 Companions in 12 years 

including 40 members Exalted to the degree of the Holy Royal Arch, for which we have been 

recognized twice for a net increase of members greater than ten percent. As with any great 

undertaking, support from our fellow Companions was needed, which was demonstrated in 

excess by the support we received from our Mother Chapter, Norwood No. 18 in putting on the 

HRA degrees and Installations for our first 6 years. The Companions of our Chapter have 

generously contributed over $6,000 to the Youth Endowment Fund and through a donation from 

this fund the Companions were able to provide a local girl diagnosed with spina bifida with a 

specialized bicycle.  

We have had four of our members serve as GDS for District No. 2, one of whom served 

two consecutive terms, which had not occurred since 1940. As with any success story there is 

usually a tough period which our Chapter experienced in 2002 when we saw two of our active 

Companions lost to the Grand Chapter above, including our First Principal ExComp Rod Black. 

Hangingstone Chapter has become a Masonic light in the north with the dedication of all its 

members current and past, and most especially with the guidance of our newest honorary life 

members MExComp Wally Watts, RExComp David Allan, and RExComp Wayne Grainger. 

 



First Principals of Hangingstone Chapter No. 40 

 

2000/01 MExComp Wally Watts 

2002  ExComp Rod Black + 

2003  VExComp Jack Peacock + 

2004  ExComp Don Denney 

2005/06 RExComp David Allan 

2006/07 RExComp Wayne Grainger 

2007/08 VExComp Tim Mayner 

2008/09 VExCpmp Don Reed 

2009/10 ExComp Mike Dolansky 

2010/11 RExComp Wes Johnson 

2011/12 VExComp Jason Kachur 

2012/13 ExComp Mike Wyatt 

+ Deceased 

 

 

Grand District Superintendents from Hangingstone Chapter 40 

 

2003/04 MExComp Wally Watts 

2004/05 MExComp Wally Watts 

2008/09 RExComp Wayne Grainger 

2010/11 RxEComp David Allan 

2012/13 RExComp Wes Johnson 

 

 


