
Zerubbabel: Who Was He?
 

When the Assyrian Empire gave way to the rising Babylonian power, the Western Provinces and Vassal
States were then absorbed by the new power, after an interval of Egyptian domination,  The 
Babylonians soon encountered rebellion in the Kingdom of Judah, and in 597 BC King Jehoiachin and 
many of his people were carried off to Babylonia by Nebuchadnezzar. The Kingdom of Judah, 
however, was permitted to live and Zedhiah, another Davidic prince, was placed upon the throne by the
Babylonians. With in a decade he too, rebelled, and on this occasion the Babylonians besieged, and 
captured and burned Jerusalem and the Temple, in 587 3 C   They carried off to Babylonia what 
remained of the royal family, the leading priests and the aristocracy, also those with various skills, 
leaving behind those whom they classed, as our ritual states, “menials”.

In the year 538 BC, after forty-eight years of captivity in Babylonia, King Cyrus of Persia, after 
conquering Babylonia, issued a proclamation allowing all peoples held captive, of all races, to return to
their homeland, if they were willing to do so. The proclamation also stated that all temples and shrines 
destroyed by the Babylonians, would be restored, and the cost would be paid from the Persian Royal 
Treasury,  The captive Jews took advantage of the proclamation to return to their native land and to 
rebuild the “House of the Lord”. Not all Jews returned to their homeland, many thousands had 
prospered, and elected to stay in Babylonia.

The first contingent of Israelites who took advantage of the proclamation, and rid themselves of the 
humility of captivity, started on their journey to Jerusalem in the year 538 BC, under the leadership of 
Sheshbazzar,  He was not a Persian from King Cyrus’s staff, nor a Babylonian in spite of his 
Babylonian name,  He is to be identified with the Shenazzar, who in 1st Chronicles 3; 17, appears as 
the fourth son of King Jehoiachin   Sheshbazzar was the oldest surviving representative of the royal 
line of David, and bore the title “Prince of Judah”. King Cyrus appointed Sheshbazzar governor of 
Judah, to supervise the conditions of the “Royal Decree”.

The fate of Sheshbazzar’s expedition is unknown, Sheshbazzar disappeared. Whether he ever reached 
Jerusalem, with or without the temple vessels, can only be guessed at. It is possible that they found the 
difficulty of establishing their colony so great that it taxed all their resources. They may have attempted
to clear away the debris from the site of the ruined temple, and set up an altar for sacrifices, but the 
building of a new structure was postponed for many years, until reinforcements from Babylon and a 
more certain prosperity would make lt possible.

In the year 520 BC, King Darius of Persia, gave permission to ZERUBBABEL to lead the second large 
contingent of Israelites to Jerusalem, to rebuild the city and temple. ZERUBBABEL was the son of 
Pedaiah, his mother was Shealtiel. He was the grandson of King Jehoiachin, the last independent King 
of Judah, who was carried away captive to Babylonia, in the year 597 BC ZERUBBABEL was the 
ninth direct generation descendent of King David. He was born in Babylonia, during the Babylonian 
captivity, between the years 597 and 538 BC, probably around 560 BC, as he was referred to as the 
young “Prince of the People” when he returned to Jerusalem.

In the Roman Catholic Douail-Reims Bible, in the first book of Esdras, it states as follows: “In the year
520 B C., a large contingent of Babylonian Jews to Jerusalem took place, under a certain 
ZERUBBABEL, who had won the favour of King Darius, the Persian King, were permitted to leave 



Babylonia, these consisted of the following  heads of the fathers’ houses according to their tribes were 
chosen to go up, with their wives and sons and daughters and their men-servants and maid-servants and
their cattle. And King Darius sent with them one thousand horsemen to conduct them safely to 
Jerusalem. And these are the names of the men who went up according to the families by tribes, and the
order of their divisions, the priests, sons of Phineas, so of Aaron, JESHUA, son of Johozadak, son of 
Seraiah. Then rose Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, of the house of David, of .the line of Phares, of the 
tribes of Judah, who spoke to King Darius, the King of Persia, wise words in the second year of his 
reign, in the first month.”

Zerubbabel was a cousin of Sheshbazzar. At Sheshbazzar’s death the youthful Zerubbabel succeeded 
him as the ranking member of the royal line, in Jewish eyes. King Darius, in accordance with the 
provincial policy of King Cyrus, appointed Zerubbabel to the position of governor of Jerusalem in the 
year 520 BC

On Zerrubabel’s arrival at Jerusalem, he and JESHUA, the son of Johozadak, the High Priest and the 
scribe Shinshai (Ezra 4; 8), began preparations for the rebuilding of the ruined temple. The 
examination, plans to be arrived at, and numerous details to be taken into consideration for an 
undertaking of this size was considerable. The actual start of the restoration began in the second year of
their arrival, in 518 BC

      An altar for burnt offerings was no doubt built on the site of the ruined temple, but not by 
Zerubbabel or JESHUA, as late as 520 BC,  Perhaps it was erected during the period of the captivity by
Jehovah worshippers who remained in the land during the captivity. If not by them, it’s erection would 
be the first concern of Sheshbazzar’s party. They must have had some easily built centre of worship, in 
lieu of the temple which they had planned to reconstruct.

A great effort was needed to overcome the inertia arising from many years of postponement, and the 
discouraging conditions which met the new arrivals in Zerubbabel’s party. Not long after Zerubbabel’s 
arrival, he instigated a revolt, to have himself Placed upon the throne of David, and to overthrow the 
Persian overlords. This indeed strange action, when you consider that the “Decree” of King Cyrus, and 
the policy continued by King Darius, included that the expense of restoring the “House of the Lord”, 
was to be paid out of the Persian royal treasury,  Personal ambitions by Zerubbabel, is the only answer 
to this insane action, as he could not, by any stretch of the imagination hope to defeat the mighty 
Persian Empire, with his small colony of Israelites,  The rebellion collapsed.

Zerubbabel was removed from his position as governor of Jerusalem,  King Darius may have feared the
effort of having a descendent of the old Dravidic line as governor of Jerusalem,  He suddenly 
disappears from Biblical history,  It is believed by most Biblical scholars that he was executed after 
being tried at Byblas, and went to his grave without ever having sat on the throne of his forefathers,  No
descendent of David has ever occupied that throne after the fall of the dynasty in 587 BC

Zerrubable will only be remembered as having led the second large contingent of Jews from Babylonia 
to Jerusalem, and that he was present at the start of the restoration of the temple.
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