
The Word! - Part 1
 

Early Jewish Custom                                                       

That the custom of keeping sacred and holy the name of their God should have been adopted by the 
Jews is but natural. It could not be otherwise. The Bible contains passage after passage having 
reference to the “Name” and the reverence due to it.

Now as to the loss of the “Word.” This is furnished by Masonic tradition. There are two traditions. One 
was that Enoch under command of the Most High God built a vault of nine arches, in the lowest of 
which the “Name” was placed on a triangular plate of gold, that at the time of the flood this was lost 
and was not found until David began digging the foundations of the new Temple. The other is the more 
familiar one, which you all know.

These stories do not coincide, nor do they agree with the Biblical narrative. The Bible tells us that the 
“Name” was given to Moses, while in the wilderness, when the Lord spoke to Moses from the midst of 
the burning bush:

“Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel: Jehovah, the God of your Fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob hath sent me unto you. This is my Name forever, and this is my 
memorial unto all generations.”

And also:

“I am Jehovah, and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac and unto Jacob by the name of El Shaddai, but
by my Name Jehovah was I not known unto them.”

It is not necessary for Masonic purposes or for the purpose of this paper that tradition and the Bible be 
reconciled. But you will now say, how is it that the Word is lost? We have it twice set forth in the Bible.
Masonic tradition gives you a very good reason why the Word was lost. I will go back into history and 
try and give to you another.

The ancient manuscripts of the Bible were written in several languages, among them the Hebrew. 
Originally the Hebrew language was written without vowels, or anything to represent vowel sounds, 
until much later than the period we are now discussing. At that later time so-called points were used to 
indicate vowel sounds. The letters used were only consonants, such as we now see used in our rituals. 
Hence unless one knew the correct vowels to use, the “Name” could not be read or pronounced 
correctly, and it was lost. This is what happened. When it happened is another question.
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