
The Vaulted Chamber
 

Every Royal Arch Mason is familiar with the Vaulted Chamber as in and about it takes place the central
drama of the degree, and from its discovery and exploration we find that for which we have for so long 
been seeking. Familiar as the story is, let us recapitulate one or two points in order to bring out some of
the symbolism

The temple of Zerubbabel was to be erected in the exact site of the former Temple, that of Solomon. 
The Sojourners were sent to prepare for the foundation of the Most Holy Place which would be in the 
same site as the First. There they discovered stones in the form of a dome which, on investigation by 
removal of two of the stones, proved to be a vault. One of the sojourners descended, was unable to see, 
but laid hold of a scroll in the darkness, and when it was brought up to light, presented to the Grand 
Council and read aloud, it was found to be the Scroll of the Sacred Law— the word of God.

On returning further to explore the vault, another stone was removed, and the sun being higher and the 
light stronger, the sojourner, being lowered, was able this time to perceive what the vault contained. He 
saw the pedestal, raised the veil and beheld a Name the ineffable name of the Deity abiding in the 
sacred vault. And the reward for this important discovery was great. No longer merely sojourners, but 
clothed in the white robes of innocence and truth, they were called to the rank of their great and 
glorious ancestors and seated with the princes and rulers of the people.

It is said that ‘”Masonry is a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by 
symbols”. And the allegory of the vaulted chamber is one full of significance and rich in symbolism 
which teaches the most profound lessons of this, the supreme degree of Ancient Masonry. Several 
interpretations are possible, and each for himself. Will accept that which his Masonic light and 
knowledge discloses to him. For instance, the following is one interpretation which, being considered, 
may open tip other channels of though and lead to other interpretations that one who has shared with us
the teachings of the Royal Arch is a better and more informed Mason who will , in turn, “dispense 
assistance, light and knowledge to destitute and uninformed brethren.

Again there is an interpretation that has to do with spiritual things. Unfortunately many men, even 
Masonic brethren have not found an abiding faith to live by. They are groping for something that gives 
meaning and purpose to life. They have not yet experienced the light that illumines the heart and soul. 
True, each man must find his faith for himself but it is our undertaking to do all in our power to assist 
him to find that light, that knowledge  that faith which will make life so much more worthwhile. 
Inculcating a  proper  understanding and appreciation of the teachings of Masonry will be of great 
assistance in bringing destitute and Uninformed brethren to light.

And finally, let us remember that there are two ways of imparting light and knowledge by precept and 
by example. It is perfectly proper for us to teach and instruct, to tell others what they could or should 
do. But our responsibility to “dispense assistance, light and knowledge’  implies a more serious 
undertaking, that we ourselves so develop our own characters, and so live our daily lives as to be a 
shining example to all destitute and uninformed brethren. Living our Mason is our surest form of 
teaching and our surest way of expressing our belief in the principles we profess.
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