
The Two-Fold Symbolism Of Masonry
 

Masonry has more than one inner meaning; at times there are several meanings one within the other, in 
addition to the obvious exoteric meaning which is usually connected with living a sound moral life. 
There are, however, two fundamental sets of meaning, not conflicting, but the second lying within the 
first. The first is an ancient tradition, which for all its antiquity must not be despised, for, rightly 
viewed, it may be perfectly true, even if we do not agree with it in every detail. This first inner meaning
relates to birth, life and death, and what befalls the soul beyond the grave. The latter phase of man's life
journey is revealed in certain of the high grades, including the R.A., and, strange to say, these likewise 
correspond to the second or mystical interpretation with which just now we are most concerned.

In short, our life here and hereafter is an allegory of our inner spiritual life, which may be and often is 
experienced by the sincere seeker after truth. Mysticism, stripped of all verbiage, is the vital force 
behind every religion, that which makes it personal. It is the striving of the spirit to replace faith drawn 
from the teaching of others by knowledge, achieved by the spirit and communicated thence to the soul 
by each man within himself.

We are clearly told that the R.A. is mystical by the use of that title for the charge of the "First 
Principal." The object of all true mystics is to achieve a vision - an experience of the nature of God - 
within their own hearts. This is what the Monks of Mount Athos in Greece call the "Beatific Vision," 
and what certain nonconformist bodies know by the name of "Conversion." The latter phrase is often 
employed to indicate. the first dim stirring, that first yearning for better things, which comes often, 
thank God, to some hardened sinner and is shown by a change in his attitude, a turning round, as it 
were, towards God. For my part I would avoid the use of the word "Conversion," for the higher 
mystical experience is more adequately described as the "Beatific Vision," but, call it as we will, there 
is no doubt as to the reality of the experience. It is a sudden realisation of God about us and within us; a
newfound knowledge of His Nature which we can never describe in words to others, but which, as 
Professor James, the great American psychologist, boldly testifies, is to those who have experienced it 
as real as any experience in mundane life.

Scientific students of the subject recognise certain well defined stages in the spiritual evolution of the 
mystic, and if Christian they love, in all reverence, to correlate them with certain external events in our 
Lord's life. It is, indeed, extraordinary how closely they do correspond.

They likewise correlate with our masonic system. The EA. represents the first dim stirrings, the first 
anxious desire to turn from worldly things towards the light; the F.C. a period of enthusiastic support of
some religious system or orthodox dogmatic church; the M.M. a period of doubts and difficulties. The 
old faith, which we had accepted because we had been taught it, no longer holds us. We question and 
query, and there is no one to set us at rest. Then suddenly something occurs which shatters our faith in 
the society to which we belong, say an unjust act towards ourselves or others by those set in a position 
of trust or even authority. Our old faith lies dead; slain, perhaps, by those most bound in honour to be 
true to its high teaching. The man who has passed through this stage feels numbed spiritually, his very 
soul lies shattered. He descends into the mystical grave.

The next stage is even more bitter and is missing in Craft Masonry, but it is represented in certain of the
Higher degrees. It is called the descent into Hell or the Underworld, the Castle of Despair in Bunyan. 



The agony is worse than that in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, for there the mystic doubted the 
orthodox faith and his fellow men, - now he doubts himself and even God. He feels he is forsaken even 
by God - "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani." Herein lies the great mystery and agony of the Cross, which 
mystically marked the beginning of the entry into Hell. Compared with this the agony of Gethsemane 
and the pain of the Crucifixion were as nothing, and if He, the Master of Masters, had to pass through 
that Agony, how can the humble disciple hope to escape it?

Therefore there comes the descent into Hell, but though to the mystic the Light of God is hidden this is 
only because he cannot see it, and if he persists in his quest he achieves the glory of the Resurrection. 
He comes forth triumphant from Hell, out of the tomb, a Master indeed, knowing the Truth of God and 
having a new and higher conception of the Divine nature, both that within himself and that which is the
Supreme Source of all.

It is to this stage in the journey that the IM corresponds, for it is the duty and privilege of the Mystic 
who has passed through the phase to try and teach others. Such men often become the founders of a 
new conception of the truth, or, as some call it, of a new and higher religion. What they have really 
done is to bring back the vital force, the divine spirit which lies behind all faiths, and restate it in a form
comprehensible by their less fortunate brethren.

The rediscovery of this vital fact, the real force behind all faiths, is aptly represented in the Mark.

But the mystic, though a qualified Master and teacher, has not yet finished his spiritual career. As time 
goes on his views become clarified. He perceives more and more of the divine Truth and of God, with 
all that this implies.  Gradually he draws nearer and nearer to the Supreme Being and ascends through 
the lesser heavens, represented by the first three veils of the Excellent Master. At last his spirit, purified
of all earthly dross, is enabled to pass the last or white veil into the Presence of the Supreme Being, and
it is this that is represented by the RA.

Here the last tinge of worldly thoughts are stripped away and his spirit becomes so perfected that it can 
become one with the Source of its being. But all these are interior experiences, and it is possible for the 
man still to be living on this mortal earth when the final stage is reached. Such a man alone truly knows
God in his heart, and the troubles of this world, no matter how grievous they may seem, afflict his soul 
no longer.

THE DOOR

Thus the door of the RA. Chapter represents the gateway of Heaven, whether we regard it as the 
Heaven whither, in due course, we hope to ascend after our mortal life is ended, or that interior Heaven 
which lies hidden within man's own heart. The very knocks emphasises the fact that body, soul and 
spirit are now one and so correspond with the Trinity in Unity of God.

J. S. M. Ward

Masonry is one of the most sublime and perfect institutions that ever was formed for the advancement 
of happiness and general good of mankind; creating, in all its varieties, universal benevolence and 
brotherly love.

It holds  out allurements so captivating as to inspire the Brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glory, 
such as must command, throughout the world, veneration and applause, and such as must entitle those 



who perform them to dignity and respect. It teaches us those useful, wise and instructive doctrines upon
which alone true happiness is founded; and at the same time affords those easy paths by which we 
attain the rewards of virtue; it teaches us the duties which we owe to our neighbor, never to injure him 
in any one situation, but to conduct ourselves with justice and impartiality; it bids us not to divulge the 
mystery to the  public, and it orders us to be true to our trust, and above all meanness and
 dissimulation, and in all our vocations to perform religiously that which we ought to do

DUKE OF SUSSEX.
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