
The Three Principals
 

The three Principals typify the three stones removed from the arch of the sacred vault by the sojourners 
in the course of their excavations. The Principals are Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Joshua. An early 
catechism says that, Just as the drawing forth of  the three stones made the discovery complete, so by 
the passing of the sojourners through each of the offices of First, Second and third Principal is the 
mystical knowledge of the Royal Arch Chapter obtained.

Zerubbabel

Zerubbabel was the son of Shealtiel and related to the house of David. It is believed that he was born in
Babylon, and he was leader of one of the bands that returned from the Captivity. He has sometimes 
been identified with Sheshbazzar, who is described as the “Prince Or Judah”, and is said to have 
received from Cyrus the sacred vessels of the Temple and to have carried them to Jerusalem.

The reason for identifying Zerubbabel with Sheshbazzar in that while in the third chapter Ezra 
Zerubbabel is credited with laying the foundations of the temple, in the Fifth chapter this work is said 
to have been carried out by Sheshbazzar.

There are frequent instances of men having two names, and this may be the explanation here. Others 
contend that the men were not identical, and that both may have returned from the captivity at the same
time; and that while Sheshbazzar may have been the chief official, Zerubbabel may have been the 
moving spirit in the work of constructing the Temple.

Zerubbabel was the chosen servant of the Lord, and both Haggai and Zachariah point to him as one of 
those who are to rebuild the Temple. He returned to Jerusalem at the beginning Zerrubable will only be 
remembered as having led the second large contingent of Jews from  Babylonia to Jerusalem, and that 
he was present at the start of the restoration of the temple,

Or the reign of Cyrus. The work was not allowed to proceed unhindered. The builders were impeded by
the enemies of the Jews and only after a special appeal had been made to Darius were the builders 
permitted to proceed without molestation. Biblical students infer from a comparison of certain passages
in Zachariah that Zerubbabel is the person to whom allusion is made in the fourth “night vision” of that
prophet as the coming Messiah. Zerubbabel succeeded to the governorship of Judah only in the reign of
Darius Hystaspes.

Haggai

HAGGAI was the first of the three prophets who flourished after the Captivity. The sphere of his 
labours was the post-exile community, and as far as one may gather from his writings, his ministry was 
confined to a few months of the second year of Darius Hystaspes, BC 520

Tradition says that he was born in Babylon, and it is believed that he accompanied ZERUBBABEL to 
Jerusalem.

A fair start was made in the rebuilding of the temple, but the assaults of the Samaritans led to a 



suspension of operations, and the opposition of the enemy, aided by the indifference of the Jews, was 
responsible for the site of the Temple lying waste for Fifteen years. HAGGAI reproved the people for 
their neglect, and he and Zachariah incited them to work with such effort that the building was resumed
and the Temple completed BC 5I6, the sixth year of the reign of Darius. Masonry presents him in 
intimate association with ZERUBBABEL and Joshua, and for this we have the authority of 
T.V.O.T.S.L. In the First chapter of “HAGGAI” we read:-

“In the second year or Darius, the King, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month came the word 
of the Lord by HAGGAI the prophet unto ZERUBBABEL the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest saying:

“Thus speeketh the Lord of Hosts, saying, This people say, the time is not come, the time that the 
Lord’s house should be built...

Then came the word of the Lord by HAGGAI the prophet saying:-

Thus say the Lord of Hosts; Consider your ways

Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be 
glorified, saith the Lord...

And the Lord stirred up the spirit of ZERUBBABEL, the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
Spirit of Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and 
they came and did work in the house of the Lord of Hosts, their God.”

HAGGAI is believed to have finished his work as prophet in Jerusalem and to have died there. It is 
claimed that Brother Captain H. Warren, one of the conductors of the Palestine Exploration Enterprise 
discovered the seal of HAGGAI during his researches in subterranean Jerusalem.

Joshua

JESHUA is another form of Joshua, the name spelled to several men of more or less importance in the 
Book of the Law.

The one in whom we are specially interested was the High Priest who along with Zerubbabel, headed 
the first band of exiles on their return from Babylon to Jerusalem. Ezra and Nehemiah refer to him as 
JESHUA; Haggai and Zechariah call him Joshua. He was one of  those who took a principal part in the 
work of erecting the Altar of burnt offering, and also laying the foundations for the new Temple.

He was the High Priest by lineal descent from the pontifical family; for he was the son of Josadech, 
who was the son of Seraiah, who held the office of High Priest at the time when the Chaldeans laid the 
First Temple in ruins.

When the prophets Haggai and Zechariah began to stimulate the laggard Jews to rebuild the House of 
God, JESHUA is frequently coupled with Zerubbabel, and this gives Masonry authority for including 
him as one of the Principals of a Chapter.
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