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The phrase “of vellum or parchment” may to some sound tautological, but it is not. Vellum is a much 
finer material than parchment, and more suitable for writing or illuminating. It is made from the skin of
the calf, although it is probable that in the middle ages some of the finest vellum was made from the 
skin of kids. Parchment, on the other hand, is made from sheep-skin or from the skin of adult goats. As 
prepared to- day, the process of the manufacture of Vellum is as follows:

The skin of a calf is treated with lime to get rid of all fat and fleshy substance. It is then washed to 
remove the free lime, stretched over a frame, and scraped carefully with a knife to remove all 
undesirable matter. It is finished by being washed with a weak acid, then it is bleached, and when quite 
dry it is surfaced by grinding with pumice stone. To one unaccustomed to using these substances; 
vellum might easily be mistaken for parchment, and vice versa, - hence the caution of the sojourner.

The significance of the sentence discovered on the parchment has been dealt with in the earlier portion 
of the book, but we must not forget that it correlates with the opening verses of the Gospel according to
St. John. “In the beginning was the Word.” Out of darkness light, and the light we are told in that 
pregnant passage is the Light which lighteth every man who cometh into the world. The combination of
the word Light with the “Word” and its meaning of Christ, is peculiarly significant to a Christian 
nation, for we are in search of the word which was lost; - but what often escapes the ordinary reader of 
that passage is the fact that this Word lightens every man who cometh into the world, which implies 
that It inspires and leads all, whether Christians or not, even those who were born before Christ came 
into the world. It thus indicates something more than Christ who was born at Bethlehem on a certain 
historic occasion, for clearly He can only lighten those who have heard of Him, and even to-day this is 
not the case with every man who comes into the world, and was even less true in the days of St John. It 
is indeed the Christ Spirit, the Divine Spark within us, which exists even in the Pagan who has never 
heard of Christ. When we recollect that in the mystic quest the new conception of God bursts forth as a 
Light in the soul of a man whose former faith has been shattered, we perceive the significance of the 
quotation from Genesis, and although the verses from St. John no longer appear in English Craft Ritual 
or R.A. Working they are still used when opening the V.S.L. in a Scotch Craft Lodge.
THE SECOND DESCENT INTO THE V.

We note that this took place at mid-day, which brings to mind another event mentioned in the New 
Testament, for the exact correspondence cannot be accidental. It conveys the important lesson that the 
selfsame hour which marks the most bitter experience of the Mystic ultimately brings forth the 
realisation of his fondest hopes and age-long seeking. While discussing this point masons will bear in 
mind the fact that H.A.B. met with his tragic experience at the self-same hour, and thus the same hour 
which marked the loss of the g. s’s also marks their recovery.

The objects discovered are dealt with later in the ceremony, and so need not detain us long here, but it 
is worth while noting that the cubic stone if opened out forms the Latin cross of sacrifice. The triangle 
of course represents the triune nature of God, and we shall discuss the various forms of the Trinity 
recognised by different races at a later point in the ceremony. The circle is the emblem of infinity, and it
will be noted that it lies within a square, (i.e., the top of the altar) the emblem of matter. This at first 



sight may appear strange, but we must remember that the real object of the degree is the discovery of 
the God-head within Man, the Divine Spark within every human being. The whole symbol therefore 
indicates that man like God is triune in nature, is immortal, eternal and divine, although his body is 
material.

The reluctance of the explorers to mention the name they discover is deserving of a little further 
consideration. Their first objection is to uttering it at all, and there is no suggestion that they would 
alter their views if two others helped them in the task, despite the fact that there were three of them 
altogether. Strange to say, later in the ceremony they entirely forget this objection, and the P.S. himself 
very often assists Z. in teaching the can. the word. Of course this is illogical, but that very fact should 
put us on our guard and make us realise that there is probably some explanation of the apparent 
discrepancy. The facts of the matter are that we have two traditions which have become blended, 
probably in the 18th century. The Jews have always had a strong objection to pronouncing the Name, - 
Jehovah, and even when they use it they generally alter it into Jahwe. There is a tradition, however, that
neither Jehovah nor Jahwe is the correct pronunciation, but that there was a secret pronunciation which 
became lost in the course of ages, the date ascribed to the loss being usually that of the capture of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians and the destruction of the first Temple. The reason for this objection may
sound strange to modern readers, but since similar objections to the use of certain names of God, or 
other words, exists among other races, there is little doubt what the original reason was. Indeed, the 
Jews themselves have a tradition, similar, to that of other races, to the effect that if anyone pronounces 
the Sacred Name correctly he acquires power over both the visible and invisible worlds. In short, the 
word is a spell, or Mantra as the Hindoos would call it, and it is worth noting that in the Middle Ages 
not only this, but other names of God also, such as Adonai, were used in Magical formulas as spells to 
compel the spirits to do what the magician wished. Some of my readers may ask how it was possible 
for the pronunciation of a written word to become completely lost. The explanation is that Jehovah was
never written in full, and in fact in early Hebrew all the words had the vowels omitted. Early Hebrew is
rather like shorthand, the words consist of nothing but consonants, and although at a later date the 
Hebrew scribes began to put in dots and similar marks to indicate the correct vowels this was not the 
case with the earlier writing, thus the correct reading of any passage in Scripture depended on the 
tradition passed on from Priest to Priest as to what were the vowels in each word. It is for this reason 
that certain passages in Scripture are obscure, for if the vowels are altered the words may mean 
something entirely different from that which is usually given. In the case of Jehovah the word was 
therefore spelt J H V H., and to complicate things still further it must not be forgotten that in all the 
earlier alphabets V and U are interchangeable. Thus J.H.V.H could even be pronounced Jehuh or Jehu. 
Without going further into this complicated subject it is sufficient to say that the prohibition against the 
pronunciation of the name Jehovah was absolute, as indicated in the ritual, and there was no permission
to pronounce it by simply dividing it between three persons. The real secret of the R.A. is the second 
w., whose tradition is masonic, which the other is not, and the peculiar manner in which it is given is 
quite appropriate.

It will thus be seen that according to the strictly Jewish tradition the action of Z. and the conduct of E. 
and N. is entirely reprehensible, but, as already indicated, in reality it is the masonic secret with which 
they are concerned.

1. There actually is a V , or rock chamber under the stone alter: of burnt sacrifice on the temple site. 
See Stanley’ “Sinai and Palestine.”
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