
The Preparation Of The Candidate
 

Since a Candidate. is no longer required to be anything above an M.M. we naturally pick up the thread 
at the point where the quest ended in the gr. . The M.M. was raised. but he did not get the genuine s..s, 
for these can only be acquired after real death, and so, instead of returning to the world, as does the 
M.M., in the RA. we arrive on the spirit plane and therefore come prepared precisely as we were in the 
M.M. degree, and not restored to our personal comfort. This is correct, and I regret to notice that a 
tendency has grow n up in some RA. Chapters to omit the proper preparation. The only justification I 
have ever heard is that candidates object to the trouble it involves and won't enter if they have to submit
to it.

If this is so, all I can say is we are better without such Candidates.. If a man who has not yet entered M.
and so has no conception of the ceremony through which he must pass and its meaning is expected to 
conform to our traditions, there is the less excuse for one who has passed through the Craft and has, or 
should have, realised that there is a meaning in our ritual practices. If therefore he resents such a small 
and trifling sacrifice of his personal comfort, let him stay outside.

The R.A. is an even more sublime degree than the Craft, since it tries to teach us about God, and we 
can well do without such unworthy and unappreciative candidates. Let us now go through the degree 
seriatim.

Manner of Preparation.

The proofs demanded from a candidate are not required for practical purposes, for to-day we have other
and more impeccable evidence in the form of certificates and the names of proposer and seconder. Why
then trouble to go through the idle form of testing the Candidate?

Because the testing has a symbolic meaning. After death we are told that a man's past life rises before 
him - for judgment.

In like manner the earnest seeker at this stage in the mystic quest always reviews, in his mind's eye, his 
past life, and particularly those parts of it which cover his spiritual evolution. Thus the testing in the 
three degrees represents a kind of judgment. Has he learned the lessons of birth, life and death? If he 
has not learnt these comparatively simple lessons, he is quite unfit to attempt the far more difficult task 
of trying to comprehend the true nature of God.

The person who tests is the Principal Sojourner , who here represents Conscience. It should be noted 
that the Principal Sojourner is not really an officer in the Lodge, he is an official candidate 
experiencing the same adventures as does the real candidate, and is moreover accompanied by a 
shadow, the Assistant Sojourner. A moment's thought will reveal the fact that the Assistant Sojourner is 
not an essential office, from the practical standpoint, and moreover there is often a second Assistant 
Sojourner who is even less necessary, and all three have Chairs in the West just as the three Principals 
have theirs in the East. This fact supplies the key. They are shadows of the three principals, and in order
that there shall never be less than three in the Western seats, a second Assistant Sojourner is appointed, 
who is not required when there is a candidate and should then give up his seat to the companion for the 
rest of the ceremony.



The three Principals represent the triune nature of God, and it is for this reason that they sit together 
even at the banquet and should, strictly, be toasted together and not separately. God, although a Trinity, 
is also a Unity.

In like manner the three Sojourner  s represent Man - body, soul and spirit. The second Assistant 
represents the body and therefore plays no important part at all; the first Assistant represents the soul, 
but the Principal Sojourner or Spirit does all the important work in the quest.

This is correct symbolically, for it is the Spirit, the divine spark within us, which really leads us to a 
true conception of God, for the very simple reason that it is divine, a shadow of, a spark from, the 
Supreme Being, and it is this spark alone which justifies us in thinking that we are immortal.

Now we perceive the significance of the preparation by the Principal Sojourner - the only time in the 
ceremony that he deals with the c. without having with him the first Assistant S. - the second Assistant, 
or body, is never necessary when there is a candidate, for the latter represents the body, and the passive 
part he plays in the ceremony emphasises the fact. The P .S . comes alone because it is the Spirit 
speaking through the Voice of Conscience which interrogates a man on his past life.

Thus this apparently unimportant detail done outside the door of the Lodge, rightly viewed, is of the 
highest significance, and though, symbolically, no one at this stage is rejected, in the reality, of which 
the ceremony is an allegory, many may come to the fast closed door only to be rejected by their own 
consciences, which warn them that they are not fitted as yet to penetrate into the High Mysteries of 
God.

The c. receives in return a password - the passwords are always of supreme importance and are usually 
the key to all that follows, they link up with the past and point onwards to the future. The P.W. means 
M.p.h.o.m . There is no man who honestly looking into his past life can say with a clear conscience "I 
am so perfect that I can in the strength of my own purity and goodness enter into the presence of God." 
The most that conscience can say is that God is so merciful that, knowing our frailties and that we have
struggled against them, He of His graciousness will grant us mercy. It is the Divine Spirit within us that
communicates the blessed thought to our souls through which we are emboldened to set forth on our 
mighty quest.
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